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NEED FOR RELIABLE, PRECISE FLIGHT CONTROL 
Moscow AVIATSIYA I KOSMONAVTIKA in Russian No 1, Jan 81 pp 1-3 


[Article by USSR Honored Military Pilot, Hero of the Soviet Union, Col Gen Avn S. 
Golubev: "Precise and Dependable Control for Flights") 


(Text) Less than 2 months remain until the opening of the 26th CPSU Congress. 
Along with the workers of the nation, the men of the Armed Forces, including our 
glorious aviators, are preparing their presents for the motherland. During the 
precongress socialist competition, the pitch of which is particularly high during 
these days, the personnel of the Air Force subunits and units are struggling stead- 
ily to carry out the assumed obligations, they are increasing combat capability and 
readiness, and are strengthening discipline and military order. This to a decisive 
degree has been aided by the clearly organized process of constant training and by 
the constant concern of the commanders and chiefs for flight safety. 


Among the numerous problems which must be solved by the aviation commanders, the 
problem of flight leadership and control remains one of the most urgent. And this 
is no accident. The skies are the main classroom of the combat pilot. In the air 
he in practical terms comes to understand the action of the laws of aerodynamics 
and air navigation, and gains skills in piloting the aircraft and in the integrated 
use of the aircraft equipment and weapons in a strict limit of flight time. Natu- 
rally, it is not an easy matter to ensure the safe outcome of the flights with 
their high intensity and the high traffic in the airspace. In terms of its struc- 
ture, flight control is a most complicated, many-faceted process, the effectiveness 
of which to an equal degree depends both upon objective and subjective factors. 

At the same time, this is a most important part of all the organizational activities 
of the commanders, influencing the pace of flight training and its safety. 


What is the main thing and what is secondary in this work? The documeuts regulating 
flying provide precise and exhaustive answers. They outline the principles, tasks, 
the procedure for preparing for the flights and carrying them out, the professional 
duties of the commanders, the chiefs and the persons of the control group. The | 
strict and precise observance of the provisions of these documents predetermines the 
clear rhythm of the flights, their uninterrupted support and prompt servicing. At 
the same time experience shows that numerous potential air accidents occur because 
of the unsatisfactory organization of control and poor leadership. Here there are 
many factors at work, but they all come down, as a rule, to the violating of flight 
laws and rules, regardless of whether or not they have been committed intentionally 
or out of ignorance, as well as because of a lack of control and indulgence by offi- 
cials who have the right to thoroughly investigate the flight training process. 














In viewing flights as the basic part of al) combat training for aviators, we feel 
it ie not too much to recall that by control one understands the range of measures 
carried out by the commanders and staffs in planning, organizing and directing the 
flights, eneuring their precise rhythm and safety with high quality execution of 
the flight missions. The organization of flight control is divided into general 
and epecific in a flight shift. 


In the process of the overall organization of control, documents are worked out for 
carrying out the flights in the area of the airfield, and echedules for the flight 
shifte for the week (month) considering an analysis of the weather conditions dur- 
ing the given period of the year, the ranges are allocated among the subunits, the 
basic work and tasks are defined for the squadrons in accord with the monthly plan, 
the leaders and flight control groups are designated for the corresponding sectors, 
and the necessary training and drills are conducted for the crews of the command 
posts, ground controlled approach [GCA] systems, the control towers, the runway 
control, and the communications and electronic equipment are prepared. 


Flight control on a given flying day (night) is organized on thé basis of the com- 
mander's flight plan. During this time, the necessary orders are issued to support 
the flights with communications and electronic equipment at the home and alternate 
airfields, cooperation of the various command posts is organized, the flight con- 
troller and the flight control group are designated, orders are given for engineer 
and logistical support, the meteorological situation, the condition of the aircraft 
or helicopter fleet, and the achieved level of the combat skills of the flight per- 
sonnel are studied, and the personnel which will be involved in the flights is es- 
tablished, as well as the objective which should be achieved by the subunits as a 
result of carrying out the designated plan. 


As we can see, the commander is beset by a mass of information which requires 
painstaking, analytical work. Everything must be thoroughly thought out and pro- 
vided for. And precisely during thie time the commanders establish a foundation 
for the high effectiveness and quality of conducting the flying day. Here much de- 
pends upon who will direct the flights, and how the specialists of the flight con- 
trol group are prepared for carrying out their duties under the specific situation. 


A decisive condition for the organized and planned carrying out of the flights is 
an intelligently compiled planning table. Approved by the commander, it is the 

law which is followed by all the participants in the flight shift. Certainly, it 
characterizes the pedagogical level of the commander, it indicates how he knows the 
instructions, and in addition contains elements which directly or indirectly will 
influence the air situation. Thus, even in she planning stage, the effectiveness 
and rhythmicalness of the work of all the control elemen.s are established, and 
consequently, also flight safety. 


As Comrade L. I. Brezhnev emphasized at the October (1980) Plenum of the CPSU Cen- 
tral Committee, in planning "it is essential to make extensive use of the specific 
program method. Each such program should represent a sount plan based on precise 
calculations for measures aimed at the end result and at the complete solution to 
one or another problem. It is important that the program set the stages and se- 
quence of the tasks to be carried out. And of course, it is essential to have a 
program control system which would precisely establish the personal responsibility 
for each area of work and provide the necessary rights. Without all of this a pro- 
gram is not a program but merely a sum of good intentions." 











The flight control officer on the day the flights are held is the boss at the air- 
field and he is given great rights and authority. With the aid of the flight con- 
trol group and the radio and radar equipment available to it, he must provide pre- 
cise and continuous aircraft traffic control on the ground and in the air, and 

must help the crews in carrying out the flight missions with high quality. With a 
high flight intensity and the saturating of the airspace with aircraft and also due 
to the diversity of the missions carried out, the air situation becomes constantly 
more complex. This requires the use of a large number of controls, and good know- 
ledge and firm skills in employing them. The main thing in leadership is to achieve 
continuity, reliability and clarity. 


Continuity is one of the important flight control elements. The flight control of- 
ficers and the specialists of the control group should always maintain constant 
control over the crews in the air, they must have the necessary information on 
changes in the air and meteorological situation, and be ready at any moment to re- 
ceive or transmit information to the aircraft or the corresponding command post. 
Here precise cooperation should be worked out between the flight control officer, 
the command post, the GCA system, and the control tower, and everyone involved in 
controlling the flights. 


The reliability of control depends completely upon the preparation of the flight 
control officer and the personnel of the control group, and upon their precise per- 
formance of their functional duties. But this is not enough. To know constantly 
what crews are where is possible with the dependable operation and integrated use 

of the radio, radar and communications equipment. In addition, at the control posts 
it is essential to have back-up equipment and to organize cooperation in the event 
of a failure in t ° work of any control element. 


Finally, rhythmical work on the ground and in the air depends largely upon how ac- 
curately, promptly and energetically the control officer and the personnel of the 

control group respond to changes in the air situation, and how they transmit com- 

mands. 


For many years the Military Sniper Pilot, Col A. Kolesnikov has controlled flights. 
He is a highly trained, intelligent officer, and a true specialist in his job. 

When he controls flights, complete order reigns at the airfield, everything is car- 
ried out precisely according to the plauning table, the radio traffic is calm, and 
the established terminology is observed. The flight personnel knows that when 
necessary the flight control officer will immediately come to help and will give 
the best command in the existing situation. In the process of preparing for flight 
control, Col Kolesnikov devotes great attention to the planning table. He takes a 
direct part in compiling it. He thoroughly studies the nature of the coming mis- 
sions, and sees to it that the planning table evenly allocates the burden in terms 
of the time and the exercises, the zones and the routes, and that it considers the 
load factor on the command post and the range, the necessary time for preparing the 
equipment for a second sortie and for the rest of the personnel, as well as the 
flying time according to the appropriate standards. 


But this is only one aspect of the question. The other is that the flight control 
otficer with all the personnel of the control group study the already prepared 
planning table, and pay particular attention to the tasks to be carried out and the 
different variations of the exercises. Here it is very important not to overlook 














what pilot at what time is to perform a given exercise for the first time, or who 
is flying after a long interruption or after a leave. All this information makes 
it possible to correctly allocate the men and equipment for continuous, dependable 
and precise control. Then the disposition of the communications and electronic 
equipment is clarified, the expected weather is studied and the actual weather is 
analyzed, and the procedure for utilizing the zones and the ranges, the leaving of 
the point and the approach for landing are determined, Classroom training for the 
control group and a play-through end the training of the flight control officer and 
the control group personnel for the coming flights. Thus, the preparation of the 
flight control group consists of preparation within the commander training system 
and direct preparation for the specific flying day. 


In the aviation units there are special classrooms and simulators making it possible 
to effectively prepare the flight control group for the flights and to play through 
the actions of each member of the group under special instances. Here the flight 
control officer can check the correctness of the compiled table, and if need be, 
make comments and introduce the corresponding corrections involving flight mission 
safety. Experience shows that not every pilot, even a very good one, is capable of 
controlling flights. A true control officer should have a good knowledge of his 
job, possess strong will, be cool headed, steady and ebesevens, and always be ready 
to immediately help a crew. Otherwise.... 


Lt A. Bezrodnyy was making a daytime tiight on a two-man trainer with minimum 
weather. The mission provided for the flying of the aircraft in the clouds with a 
straight-in landing approach, with the final approach with two 180° turns. When 

the trainer had taken off, the flight control officer, Lt Col N. Belashev, having 
noticed that the wind had picked up to 6 m a second and had changed course, decided 
to change the take-off direction. At this time there were six crews in the air. 

The landing officer, Sr Lt I. Panteleyev, having received the command, brought the 
trainer around to a new landing course. But because © correct actions by the 
pilot and the landing officer, the aircraft was closing with the runway at an angle 
of 30° to it at an altitude of 200 m. There could be no question of a landing un- 
der such conditions. Naturally the crew was forced to make a second circle. During 
the pass, the instructor, Sr Lt V. Ivanov, reported to the runway control that there 
was little fuel left. Receiving this news, Lt Col Belashev gave the order to land 
visually with a reverse course. Subsequently the crew acted independently. 


This example shows the exceptionally poor organization of control, the passivity 
and irresponsibility of the flight control officer, and the poor preparation of the 
control group. Seemingly in a difficult air situation, the monitoring of the crews 
and control of them should be particularly precise, using all available facilities. 
However the control group was idle, and the flight contr.l officer by his improper 
actions thrice created an emergency situation for the crew. Moreover, the prepara- 
tion of the instructor did not correspond to the conditions under which the flight 
was carried out. The parties to blame for this were the unit procedural instructors 
who organized instructor training for the commanders and guarded flight safety. 


The conducting of flights without flight accidents or potential ones is a matter of 
state importance. And here there can be no indifference or complacency. Flight 
safety should be at the center of attention of the commanders and political workers, 
the staff officers, the engineers and technicians, the party and Komsomol organiza- 
tions. Only a principled attitude toward the job, and party exactingness to the 








violators of flight laws can ensure a precise flight rhythm and the successful 
carrying out of the set missions. 


As the experience and conducted special research indicate, the near zone of the 
flight region is the most intense. In this zone the taking off aircraft diverge 
on their various courses, and here all the crews converge after carrying out the 
missions. And, as a rule, particularly with instrument flight conditions, everyone 
converges on one point in the final glide. And precisely here is made the largest 
number of mistakes and potential air accidents. The officer responsible for organ- 
izing control in this zone creates the conditions for the landing officer for nor- 
mal control of the crews on the landing course. 


Since the flight control and landing officers control the aircraft, in essence, in 
one zone, the crowding of the airwaves requires exceptional accuracy and terseness 
for the given commands, and well organized coordination by the controllers, oper- 
ators and crews. In turning over control, the flight control officer should be 
certain that the aircraft has been taken under reliable control and will be brought 
to the landing strip without errors. And this is achieved by steady multichannel 
communications and by the visibility of the aircraft on the radar screens, with the 
flight control officer reporting on this using the selector or by radio. I listen, 
I see and I control--this is the principle for dependable and continuous Leadership. 


Officer A. Shcherbakov was making a test flight along a route. Being far from his 
base, the pilot detected a malfunction in the aircraft fuel system. A further 
continuation of the flight would be dangerous. It was necessary to land at an in- 
termediate airfield where they were not flying on this day. Having contacted the 
crew, the duty crew at the flight control group assumed control and acted precisely 
and skillfully. The duty aircraft control officer, Capt V. Chepilenko, ordered 
that all control equipment be switched on. The aircraft controller, Capt E. 
Karmelitskiy maintained continuous monitoring of the flight. At the set line, he 
turned the crew over to the shift landing officer, Sr Lt Yu. Titarenko. It must be 
said that the weather that day was not good. There was solid 10-point cloudiness 
with a lower edge of 150 m and a visibility of 2 km. In the process of his descent, 
the pilot reported unstable readings of the compass system and the radio compass. 
But this did not upset the landing officer. He gave precise commands. The pilot 
executed the turns from the pitch and time given by him. The aircraft was brought 
in accurately to the landing strip and executed a normal landing. 


Sr Lt Yu. Titarenko is an enterprising and intelligent officer, and he has a good 
knowledge of the operated equipment and its capabilities. He carefully studies the 
situation and improves his control skills. He has repeatedly come to the aid of 
crews in emergency situations. Here is an example of a true party attitude toward 
one's duties, and worthy of the greatest following. 


At present, flight control is carried out from posts equipped with modern monitoring 
and communications equipment. The introduction of automated systems into control 
facilitates the work of the control groups, however it also substantially increases 
the responsibility of each spectalist of the control group for their good prepara- 
tion for operating this equipment. Special exercises and drills are organized and 
conducted in the units for this. 

















The training of highly skilled flight control officers is at the center of attention 
of the commanders, the staffs and the political bodies. The flight training of 
aviators can be made maximally safe and it can be carried out fully due to the opti- 
mum control system. For this special training is organized for the commanders dur- 
ing which they study the theory of control, the duties of flight control officers, 
they become familiar with the particular features of controlling daytime and night- 
time flights as well as special mission flights, they undergo the corresponding on- 
the-job training and are finally permitted independent control. This is a compli- 
cated and labor intensive question, and requires a conscientious attitude. On the 
other hand, the benefit is beyond comparison as a precise flying rhythm and flight 
safety are guaranteed. 


Our nation has begun the first year of the llth Five-Year Plan, the year of the 26th 
CPSU Congress. The military aviators, like all the Soviet people, are preparing to 
greet the party congress with new successes in military service. They express their 
filial loyalty to the mot»erland and to the cause of communism, and their unshakable 
unity with the party of the great Lenin. 


COPYRIGHT: “Aviatsiya i kosmonavtika", 1981 
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FIGHTER-BOMBER EXERCISE 
Moscow AVIATSIYA I KOSMONAVTIKA in Russian No 1, Jan 81 pp 4-5 


{Article by Military Pilot lst Class, Lt Col V. Gorbenko: "Attacks in a Mountain 
Defile") 


[Text] The aviators of the squadron commanded by Military Pilot lst Clas, Maj A. 


Maksimchuk, had prepared ahead of time for the tactical flight exercise. ut, as 
usually happens, the "Assembly!" signal came unexpectedly. After bringin sub- 
unit to a state of combat readiness, the squadron commander was summoned com- 


mand post. The umpire was brief: 


"The ‘enemy’ has gone over to the defensive. It has created a strong center of re- 
sistance in the area of the advancing ground subunits. According to reconnaissance 
data, its air defenses possess several firing positions of small-caliber antiair- 
craft fire and surface-to-air missiles. A strike must be made against the strong- 
point. If need be, carry out extra reconnaissance. Begin preparations immediately." 


Thus, the combat order had been received. The squadron commander was confronted 
with a difficult task. The subunit had recently been retrained for the new fighter 
bombers, and now the personnel was confronted with a serious testing of combat 
maturity. In flying and gunnery terms, the pilots were well prepared. In the 
process of daily training, a good deal of attention had been given to studying the 
tactics of the Ground Forces, to mastering the combat procedures, and to the methods 
of making bombing and missile-cannon strikes against various targets. Nevertheless 
the commander was wondering how his subordinates would act on an unfamiliar range. 
Certainly at the home one, no matter how the conditions were changed, everything 
was familiar down to the smallest detail. But here.... 


Maj Maksimchuk invited his deputies and the flight leaders into the classroom. The 
pilots leaned over the large-scale map. Each person imagined the situation. The 
target was located in a gorge, and the tops of the mountains reached 1,500 m. On 
their slopes the “enemy” possibly had emplaced small-caliber antiaircraft weapons. 
Thus, the airspace on the valley side could be fired on completely. On the peaks, 
antiaircraft missiles could be located. Consequently, the approach to the attack 
from medium altitudes was also excluded. 


"Your ideas?" asked the squadron commander. 








The proposals were different. And each had a grain of common sense. Everything had 
to be thought out and a plan of actions drawn up. The commander assembled the 
flight personnel. 


"The route of flight to the target...," and the major named the turning points. 

"Up to the detection line by the ‘enemy’ air defense weapons, we will fly ina 
flight at a medium altitude. Then the breaking up of formation, a sharp climb and 
then a dive. Enter the gorge at a speed of...attack one by me. Now calculate the 
route and the maneuvers in detail,” the commander then ordered. "The flight leader 
Capt Zhizherin will fly out for further reconnaissance. Sr Lt Dobyshevskiy will go 
out to the forward motorized rifle subunit as an air spotter. The leaders and I 
will fly out on a helicopter and examine the approaches. Take off for the mission 
immediately after the clarification of reconnaissance data.” 


No doubt about it, the mission given to the subunit difiered from those which the 
pilots had carried out under the combat training program. 4r” this obviously was 
the purpose of the tactical flight exercise. Each command a. ombat pilot 
should show tactical boldness, propose and precisely imple at the most effective 
maneuver and method of attack, that is, show in his plan a “heat he had learned 
in the process of combat training. 


It must be pointed out that the squadron pilots, in being retrained for the new 
aircraft for them, so as to quickly and effectively master the aviation equipment 
and armament. Undoubtedly, there were definite difficulties. Certain features had 
become pert of the customary stereotype of actions which had developed for the pre- 
vious aircraft, and these necessitated a fundamental reshaping of habits and the 
acquiring of completely new ones. Of course, mistakes were inevitable. For ex- 
ample, once before a tuke-off Capt A. Babichev had not released the brakes. After 
activating the afterburner, the aircraft skidded to the side. The pilot, in trying 
to keep it on the runway, activated the controls of the nose wheel. The aircraft 
skidded to the edge of the runway and heeled over. 


The flight control officer promptly gave the order to shut down the afterburner and 
abort the take-off. Everything ended safely, but it could have been worse. What 
was the reason for what had hanpened? 


The problem was that according to the instructions, prior to take-off, t'.e brake 
was to be set. Babichev, having taxied .o the runway, carried out this operation. 
Then he put the engine in the take-off mode, and having activated the afterburner, 
closed the brake hood. But he did not make certain that the brake had been re- 
leased. 


This occasion was analyzed with all the personnel. Exercises and drills in the 
aircraft cockpit were carried out. And as practice showed, the hand brakes were 
completely sufficient in a take-off, and now no one puts on the take-off brake. In 
addition, training was also carried out with the flight control group to work on 
providing immediate aid to the crews in such instances. 


Problems were also encountered in mastering combat employment. Thus, Capt A. 
Sanatov over the range made more passes at the target than was required. He could 
not drop the bombs. Either he did :29t maintain speed over the range or it was the 
wrong diving angle. As analysis showed later on, the pilot had not developed the 











actions in executing the maneuver, and because of this hie attention was distracted, 
and the mistakes were compounded. Moreover, Sanatov overconsumed on fuel, and the 
flight control officer at the range did not remind the captain to keep an eye on 
the readings of the corresponding inscruments. Seeing the emergency fuel supply 
light on, the pilot without permission began to prepare for landing. During this 
time there were still several airplanes approaching for a landing. The flight con- 
trol officer had trouble in getting from Sanatov his message about the emergency 
fuel supply, and Literally persuaded him to execute a normal route for coming in 
for a landing. Of course the other crews had to stack and create safe conditions 
for him. Everyone landed normally in the set order. 


This example again shows that poor pilot training in operating the cockpit equipment 
on the ground as well as insufficient moral-psychological training can create a 
nervous situation in the air, impede the work of other crews and complicate flight 
control, 


Obviously here there is one other essential detail. During the retraining, the 
flight leaders according to the program kept several exercises ahead of their sub- 
ordinates. But since Sanatov was an experienced pilot, the flight leader, Capt 
Zhizherin paid less attention to him than to the others. However, it turned out 
that in the given instance the confidence was not justified, and more accurately, 
the poor control over pilot training had led to undesirable consequences. 


At a session of the unit pedagogical council, experienced instructors reached the 
conclusion that regardless of what experience a pilot has, his preparation for 
flights should be carefully and systematically monitored by the flight leaders or 
superior cheifs. The instructors were given the corresponding procedural recommen- 
dations. Moreover, from the commanders of a1] levels it was demanded that they 
constantly study the professional and personal qualities of their subordinates, and 
directly influence the development in them of the character traits needed by a com- 
bat pilot. 


The retraining was under the constant supervision of the unit command, the political 
section and the party organization. Particular attention was given to the group 
teamwork of the two-plane elements and flights, and to combat employment as part of 
various groups. Extensive work was carried out by the deputy squadron commander for 
political affairs, Maj V. Samodurov, and the party organization secretary, the 
flight leader, Capt V. Penzyakov. They systematically instilled in the aviators a 
feeling of high responsibility for the successful mastery of the new aircraft. The 
advancement of the pilots through the program was regularly taken up in the wall 
press, and colloquiums and exchange of experience were held for the flight personnel 
and engineers and technicians. In particular, before tix start of the tactical 
flight exercise, party and Komsomol meetings were held in the squadron, and at them 
the communists and Komsomol members outlined specific measures to improve the prepar- 
ation and servicing of aviation equipment, and resolved to begin a socialist compe- 
tition under the motto “Each Bomb, Missile and Shell on the Target!" ih the tactical 
exercises and tactical quizzes the pilots modeled various versions of the missions 
and made calculations. 


.. At the designated time the flight under the command of Capt V. Penzyakov took off 
from the airfield. The pilots precisely maintained the designated flight parame- 
ters and reached the line. 








"Split up," came the command of the leader, and a short time thereafter: "Climb!" 


One alter the other the fighter bombers dashed upwards. Reaching the set altitude, 
they abruptly altered the flight trajectory and headed toward the ground. Another 
instant and the aircraft disappeared in the gorge. 


The “enemy” firing position was in the sight crosshairs, Capt Penzyakov pressed 
the release button and pulled the controle toward himself. He could not be slow 
on the pull-out. Everything had been calculated literally to the meter. 


"265, direct hit.” It was the voice of the air spotter, Sr Lt Drobyshevekiy. 
"266, correct to the right by 20 meters." 


The commander's wingman, Lt A. Popov was attacking. The aircraft with a roar dived 
into the gorge and then rapidly headed up. On the ground large eruptions appeared 
from the explosions. Dust and smoke covered the target. But the air spotter pre- 
cisely corrected the fire. The following two-plane element one after the other 
bombed a different target. 


"Excellently done!" radioed Sr Lt Drobyshevekiy. 


At the airfield the pilots were congratulated for the successfully carried out mis- 
sion. But the exercises continued. Soon thereafter the aviators were given the 
Mission of providing fire support to the motorized rifle troops which had gone over 
to the offensive. 


The flight of Capt S. Paviovich took to the air. The ground subunits had broken 
through the forward edge of the “enemy” defenses. But new obstacles suddenly arose 
on their path. The surviving firing positions and the antiaircraft weapons which 
previously had not been neutralized created a curtain of fire ahead of the advancing 
troops. Under these conditions the pilots had to attack in direct proximity to 
their troops. This placed a special responsibility on each combat pilot. But it 
was essential to first neutralize the antiaircraft machine guns located on the 
slopes and which were firing on the zone of advance with surprise short-range con- 
centrated fire. 


"270," radioed the spotter to Capt Pavlovich, “the target is on the left slope. The 
marker is the fracture in the rock.” 


"Roger, I am attacking,” replied the pilot. 
The missile strike by the fighter bomber was unstoppable. 


Sr Lt V. Romanovich was making his combat run. Having received information from the 
ground on the position of a target on the right slope of the mountain, he precisely 
hit a machine gun emplacement with a missile salvo. The commander of the second 
two-plane element, Capt N. Fateyev, and his wingman, Sr Lt N. Lokteyev, also attacked 
the targets indicated by the air spotter. They demonstrated high flying skills and 
excellent gunnery ability, having hit the cesignated objectives with the first run 
and with the first salvo. 
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That day the squadron aviators upon call took to the air several times and carried 
out various combat training missions, 


The ground aviation specialists carefully readied the equipment for subsequent 
sorties. The chief of the flight maintenance unit, Capt Tech Serv V. Shatov, organ- 
ized an assembly line and positioned the men so that 4 minimum time was spent on 
fueling and inspecting the aircraft and readying their equipment, all with a high 
quality of work. Moreover, all the necessary parte and tools were on hand. As a 
result, the time required to prepare the flight for the sortie was reduced by 10 
minutes. 


The armament group headed by Sr Lt Tech Serv V. Kapustin aleo made a substantial 
contribution to shortening the time required to ready the flight. In being pro- 
foundly aware of all the responsibility which rested on their shoulders, the group 
specialists worked quickly and skillfully, and readied the weapons systems with high 
quality. In the air the weapons operated precisely and without trouble. For excel- 
lent work the personnel of these groups was commended by the senior chief. 


The tactical flying exercise was over. During the analysis of it, the efficient 
actions of the crews were pointed out, shortcomings were analyzed, and ways out- 
lined for further improving combat skills. But the main thing was that all the 
participants in the tactical flight exercise gained good training under conditions 
which were as close as possible to real combat. The experience acquired in the ex- 
ercise became a foundation for a further rise in combat skill. 


The new training year has commenced. The aviators are confronted with more compli- 
cated missions. Having joined the socialist competition to properly celebrate the 
26th CPSU Congress, the pilots, engineers and technicians, and all the aviation spe- 
cialists are endeavoring to carry out the assumed socialist obligations, they are 
strengthening military discipline and organization, and are doing everything to 
further raise the combat readiness of the unit, and to ultimately carry out their 
duty of defending the sacred frontiers or our beautiful motherland. 
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HELICOPTER ATTACK EXERCISE 
Moscow AVLATSIYA I KOSMONAVTIKA in Russian No 1, Jan 81 p 6 
[Article by Military Pilot let Class, Maj V. Pluzghnikov: "A Group in the Air") 


{Text} The time of making the attack had been estimated in several seconds. An un- 
expected headwind "consumed" the reserve time, and in order to reach the target at 
the designated moment, the helicopter flight unit increased speed to the maximum. 


Ahead was the marker. At it there was a left turn, and then to the target it was 
just a short hop. And the target had to be destroyed by a group attack on the first 


pass. 


Without reducing speed, the leader energetically put the helicopter into a turn. 
The lefthand wingman precisely repeated his maneuver. But what about the right 
ones? The righthand two-copter element was left behind and far off course. The 
formation of the helicopters was broken up and there was no group strike. 


What was the problem? As flight analysis showed, the flight leader was to blame for 
the failure. Having increased speed, he forgot that there were wingmen behind hia, 
and began the maneuver without considering the turning radius and the available 
engine power of the following helicopters. But this was not all. The squadron 
commander concluded that the flight leader did not possess sufficient experience in 
leading the group. 


This instance occurred several years ago, but it comes to mind each time the ques- 
tion arises of group flights and the particular features of instructing wingmen and 
leaders. 


A formation flight is one of the complicated types of helicopter flight training. 
The mastery of them, as a rule, starts with developing a good eye. For this, the 
helicopters are positioned on the ground at set intervals and distances. The pilots 
in their seats in the cockpits remember how the leader's helicopter is projected on 
the cockpit glass, and how its individual parts appear with various sight angles. 
After a sufficient number of training sessions on the ground, the process is con- 
tinued in the air. The instructors teach the wingmen to correctly determine dis- 
tance from the leader, the speed of closing or falling behind with a change in the 
parameters of the formation, and in accord with this, to operate the controls con- 
sidering the inertia of the aircraft. 
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The ability of the wingmen to precisely maintain the formation and to promptly 
notice and correct deviations is one of the important factors ensuring * Light 
safety. But equally important are the skill of the leader and hie ability to lead 
the group. It seems to me, less attention is given to this question than to the 
training of wingmen. And at the same time, potential flight accidents often arise 
due to the unskilled actions of the leader. Proof of this is the example with 
which we began the article. But thie is not all. The lack of training of a leader 
telle negatively on the mastery of group flights by the young pilote. 


I recall Lt A. Karpov had arrived in our squadron. Now he is an experienced combat 
pilot, but at that time we had to work a good deal with him. Characteristically, 
in each take-off as part of a group the lieutenant made various mistakes. For ex- 
ample, he maintained increased intervale and distance. The instructor helped him 
take his position in the formation and showed him how to correctly maintain it. 

But during the next flight Karpov dangerously reduced the interval and distance. 

If the mistakes had been the same sort it would have been easier, but thie time it 
was 4 new one. 


Here help came from the recommendations of the members of the unit pedagogical 
council, Officers N. Toptun, V. Vodolaghekiy and V. Bul'ba. Having analyzed the 
flights of the young pilot, they concluded that he was excessively tense in the air, 
and in addition, had not sufficiently developed a good eye. But the main reason 

for the mistakes was to be found in the incorrect actions of the group leader, 

Capt A. Zherikhin. In forgetting that an inexperienced pilot was in the cockpit of 
a following helicopter, he flew the helicopter under maximum conditions, not con- 
sidering that during a flight in a left echelon, the wingman looks to the right, 

and because of this the helicopter of the leader is projected on the cockpit glass 
in a somewhat unusual manner. 


In order to correct the situation which had arisen, an individual program was worked 
out for Karpov for mastering a formation flight, and additional training sessions on 
the ground were set. Exercises were also held with Capt Zherikhin. He was ex- 
plained the particular features of leading a helicopter group, and specific calcu- 
lations were given. Soon Lt Karpov began to fly confidently and smoothly. 


Of course, a formation flight is safer the greater the distance and interval be- 
tween the helicopters. However it is not advisable to increase them up to amounts 
above the optimum, since in maneuvering speed is sharply reduced for the wingmen. 
Let us aseume that the leader has begun 4 turn at a speed of 170 km per hour with a 
bank of 10° with parameters of 70x70 m between the aircraft. Simple calculations 
on a computer sliderule indicate that for the outside wingman speed will be approxi- 
mately 180 km per hour, and for the inside 160 km per hour. 


As we can see, the leader correctly selected the optimum speed for executing the 
turn. Both the inside and outside wingmen have reserve speed for increasing or 
slowing down. That is, the wingman has been ome freedom of maneuvering in main- 
taining his place in the formation. 


As experience shows, formation flights are quickly and successfully mastered by a 
pilot who has thoroughly studied the rules and particular features of a group flight, 
and who perfectly knows the maneuver ‘apabilities of the helicopter, the reasons 
for the occurrence of possible mis: nd the methods for correcting them. In 








other words, the successful carrying out of a group flight program is preceded by 
profound and thorough training of the wingmen and the leadere on the ground, 
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WORK OF ALRCRAFT MAINTENANCE UNIT DESCRIBED 
Moscow AVIATSIYA I KOSMONAVTIKA in Russian No 1, Jan 81 p 7 
[Article by Guards Maj G. Drughinin: "In the Close-Knit Collective") 


(Text) "Flight safety is based on the ground"--these words which have been neatly 
written on the TECh [maintenance unit) hangar can be seen from far off. Next to 
them, an amateur artist has depicted the combat decorations of the Order of Lenin, 
Twice Red Banner and Order of Kutuzov Guards Krasnogvardeysk Aviation Regiment imeni 
50-Letiye SSSR. Such an image evokes in the men a desire to continue the glorious 
revolutionary and military traditions established in the unit, and urges them to 
henorably carry out their service duty. 


.»+The work day at the TECh, as always, began with the assigning of tasks. Having 
received the instructions, the specialists went to work. 


Working industriously were the technicians and mechanics of the outstanding air 
armament repair group which is led by the master of military skills, Guards Capt 
Tech Serv N. Balmasov. Here all the men are high-class specialists. And this is 
largely the achievement of the leader. He prepares carefully for each exercise in 
technical training and for each coming overhaul, and skillfully organizes and 
directs the socialist competition. 


Communist Balmasov is a member of the party commission under the unit political sec- 
tion, and for 12 years has led the warrant officer ["praporshchik") political train- 
ing group. In being in constant contact with the men, he studies their individual 
and professional qualities. This allows him to skillfully and effectively influence 
each subordinate, and to create an atmosphere of friendship, sincerity and mutual 
understanding in the collective. The group struggles constantly to improve the 
quality of the work on the aviation equipment, and there cre no violations of mili- 
tary discipline. Experienced experts are assigned to the novices, and a plan is 
drawn up for their development. Thus, the master of military skills, Guards WO Ya. 
Leshchinskiy helped deepen the knowledge of Guards Pvt G. Vasilenko, and to quickly 
master his specialty. There are many such examples. 


The guardsmen endeavor to have the military equipment back in service on the desig- 
nated times and with excellent quality. And it could not be otherwise as for 9 
years running the TECh has kept the title of outstanding, and the men of the sub- 
unit initiated a socialist competition among the engineer and technical personnel 
to properly celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress. And the aviators are firmly keeping 
their word. 








The repaire are carried out in three basic stages in strict accord with the manuals 
for the aviation engineer service [TAS]. The first acage is the inapection of the 
aircraft, the drawing up of a defect list, and determining the amount and sequence 
of the work. The second is the most important and involves carrying out the repaire 
and eliminating malfunctions. Finally, the last is the checking out of the entire 
aviation complex and its equipment using the monitoring equipment. 


Each specialist strictly observes the flow schedule, and the operations are executed 
in an assembly line method within the allocated time for each one. The well thougit 
out planning and the high technical level of all the specialists have largely been 
responsible for this. The TECh chief, Guards Engr-Sr Lt S. Klitsenko gives constant 
attention to these important questions. Often they are discussed at execcises in 
technical knowledge lecture series, during the exchange of experience among leading 
specialists, as well as in summing up the results of the socialist competition. 

The experience of the leaders such as master of military skills, Guards Capt Tech 
Serv V. Vybornov and Guards Lt Tech Serv V. Kotenko is studied, generalized and in- 
troduced into practice. 


The aviators realize that it is impossible to achieve high results without profound 
knowledge and firm skills. Precisely theoretical training combined with practical 
work on the equipment has become a true school of professional mastery. Having 
joined a year ago the competition for high technical efficiency in production, the 
men first decided to reequip the training facilities and provide the laboratories 
and classrooms with working stands and models. This made it possible to carry out 
the exercises on a high pedagogical level and to improve their effectiveness and 
quality. 


Particular attention should be given to the technical training of the junior avia- 
tion specialists in the groups headed by Officers G. Vasil'yev, V. Vybornov and 

N. Balmasov. Here all the men take an active part in rationalization work, and 
make proposals aimed at improving production methods, bettering the quality of the 
work and saving materials and resources. For example, the mobile unit designed by 
the innovators with metering and testing equipment for use under field conditions 
has helped the specialists in the various services to rapidly and accurately test 
the work of the engine units, the navigation equipment and instruments and the 
weapons systems. Also very useful has been the attachment made by the aviators 
under the leadership of Guards Capt I. Galetskas for checking the process of instal- 
ling the brake parachute, as well as the electrified stand developed under the 
leadership of the TECh chief for monitoring the procedure of fuel utilization. 


Good decisions have also arisen out of creative discussions. For example, when they 
were working on the stand for testing aviation equipment, some proposed the most 
rational methods for positioning the equipment, others advise on how to assemble the 
circuitry so as to avoid a loss of voltage which could tell negatively on the param- 
eters being read. Together they thought about what material should be used for 
finishing. Undoubtedly, a collective discussion of the questions helped find the 
correct solution, it united the men, and instilled in them a pride for tie honor of 
their subunit. 


Not to remain on the achieved level is one of the mottos of the aviators in the out- 
standing TECh. Recently an open party meeting was held in the subunit where they 
discussed the course of carrying out the socialist obiigations. The communists 
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V. Khodyrev, V. Totekiy, S&S. Kliteenke and others spoke about the unsolved problems, 


and disclosed reserves for further improving the quality of repairs and reducing the 
time for executing them. 


The precongress socialist competition is in full swing. And there is every reason 


to feel that the men in the TECh of the guards aviation regiment will woichily 
greet the 26th CPSU Congress. 
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TACTICAL EXERCISE RESULTS 
Moscow AVIATSIYA I KOSMONAVTIKA in Russian No 1, Jan 81 pp 8-9 


[Article by Engr-Maj A. Strel'tsov, deputy secretary of the Unit Party Committee: 
"The Fighting Vanguard" ] 


[Text] The aviators of our regiment have been caught up in the high patriotic up- 
surge brought about by the nationwide preparations for the 26th CPSU Congress. 
Having joined the socialist competition to properly greet the high party forum, 

they are devoting all their energies to achieving the designated goals and to honor- 
ably carrying out the socialist obligations. And the communists are in the vanguard 
of the competitors. They have set the example in carrying out difficult flight 
missions, in the exemplary preparation of equipment, in discipline and organization. 


The recently held tactical flight exercise showed not only the increased profession- 
al skill of the personnel, but also the maturity of the party organizations which 
were able to ensure the leading role of the communists. A party committee session 
was devoted to the vanguard role of the party members in the exercise. The party 
committee members, Lt Col T. Talybov and Maj V. Onishchenko, on the eve of the tac- 
tical flight exercise discussed all the possible variations of the forthcoming 
flights with each pilot. They used the materials of monitoring equipment, they 
analyzed them, and drew the particular attention of the aviators to the safety 
measures in carrying out the missions. 


To exclude failures in the operation of equipment during a flight--this was the 
mission set by the party committee for the specialists of the aviation engineer 
service [IAS]. The communists, the IAS officers A. Shuvar and V. Kuprikov carefully 
inspected the preparation of the aircraft, and established cooperation with the 
support subunits. Upon the initiative of the activists which was supported by the 
commander, a repair group was set up for directly returning the aircraft to service. 
Extensive work was carried out with the technicians and mechanics. As a result 

each IAS specialist had a clear understanding of his job. 


In giving particular significance to the socialist competition in the course of the 
tactical flight exercise, the regimental party committee urged the personnel to act 
in a combat manner, and to make a worthy contribution to the common treasuretrove 
of glorious deeds devoted to the 26th CPSU Congress. Each aviator assumed a spe- 
cific obligation and challenged a comrade to a competition. 
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The party activists correctly figured that the successful carrying out of the desig- 
nated tasks, the fulfillment of the obligations, and the general enthusiasm would 
largely depend upon how the communists behaved. From the very first hours of the 
tactical flight exercise and from the firet flights, their vanguard role was clearly 
established. The military pilots let class, Maje P. Yershov and V. Burkov carried 
out their missions expertly, the party bureau member, Engr-Capt li. Tsapko handled 
his assigned job in an exemplary manner, and the technician of the outstanding air- 
craft, the deputy secretary of the squadron party bureau, Sr Lt Tech Serv S. Safo- 
terov kept a firm lead in che socialist competition. 


A fighter bomber taxied up to the parking area. From the face of the young pilot, 
you could see that the flight had not been as he would have wanted. 


"The mistake was made in the run at the target," explained the lst-class pilot and 
party activist, Maj V. Burkov, to the lieutenant. 


Clearly and simply he explained the reason for the failure, and gave advice and en- 
couragement. During the following flight, the young flyer was more confident and 
earned a high grade. 


But it also happened that advice alone was insufficient. For example, having anal- 
yzed the work of the chief of the aviation equipment group, Capt Tech Serv N. 
Ablamskiy, the party activists invited him to a session of the party bureau, and 
severely criticized the officer for his negligent attitude toward the assigned job, 
and pointed to the incompatibility of his conduct to the demands made upon a party 
member. Ablamskiy drew the correct conclusions from this talk and changed his atti- 
tude toward his job. At present, on the threshold of the party congress, we can 
note with satisfaction that the collective headed by the communist N. Ablamskiy is 
leading in the squadron. 


The tactical flight exercise was over. The aviators had honorably carried out the 
socialist obligations, and all the missions were accomplished with excellent grades, 
In analyzing the results of the exercise, the regimental party committee generalized 
and disseminated the experience of the best party organizations and the leading com- 
munists. But special attention was focused on the unsolved questions. Thus, it was 
pointed out that not all the pilots skillfully operated the sight and navigation 
equipment and aircraft instruments. Certain IAS specialists had made mistakes in 
readying the equipment. The regimental command along with the party committee out- 
lined specific measures to eliminate these shortcomings. 


Experience shows that the force of party influence is greater where the party organ- 
izations have a good knowledge of the state of affairs ix. the subunits, and where 
they promptly focus the efforts of the communists on eliminating shortcomings. The 
best substantiation of this is the results of the past training year. The regiment 
significantly increased combat readiness, the aviators successfully mastered the 
difficult third-generation jet equipment, and affirmed the title of an outstanding 
unit. This is the result of the inspired labor of our military collective, the core 
of which is the communists. 


In carrying out the demands of the CPSU Central Committee and the USSR Minister of 
Defense, the party committee and party organizations have done a great deal to in- 
doctrinate in the communists and all the personnel a feeling of high responsibility 
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for the success of each flight, for the precise fulfillment of the flight documents. 
Thus, upon the recommendation of the party committee, the meetings in the subunits 
discussed measures to further increase flight safety, and specific preventive meas- 
ures were outlined. Due to the efforts of the communists and all the aviators, the 
basic shortcomings were eliminated as was affirmed by the final inspection. 


The party committee listened to the report of Lt Col T. Talybov on the carrying out 
of the demands of the Air Force commander-in-chief on the organization of instru- 
ment monitoring. Additional exercises and drills were conducted with the flight 
and technical personnel, and during them the aviators learned to determine the 
flight conditions and operating modes of the aviation equipment. The commanders 
and party activists patiently explained to the men that constant analysis of the 
instrument monitoring materials is a guarantee for trouble-free flying. At present, 
the instrument monitoring classroom has become a good basis for training the spe- 
cialists in the rules of operating aviation equipment and in working out various 
exercises. 


The specialists of the instrument monitoring group headed by communist V. Gaday or- 
ganized their work clearly. This has made it possible for them to effectively ana- 
lyze all the information on each flight shift. The group cooperates closely with 
the senior flight engineer. No aircraft takes off from the airfield without a re- 
port on the state of the aviation equipment and the flight mission executed. 


Upon the recommendation of the party committee and with the active participation of 
its members, experience was exchanged in preparing for the flights and in ensuring 
safety measures. For example, very useful were the speeches by the regimental com- 
mander, the military sniper pilots Lt Col N. Bocherov and Maj V. Onishchenko, the 
party committee member, Military Pilot lst Class, Lt Col V. Karasev, and others. 
They helped the pilots, particularly the young ones, in avoiding many mistakes. 


We have strongly adopted the method of informing the communists on the state of 
affairs and the work done to ensure flight safety. The party committee and party 
bureau increased the demands on the communists for failures and violations of the 
flight requirements. In the party organizations reports were heard by Maj N. 
Gayfullin, Sr Lts A. Grishin, V. Krasnozhenov, A. Laguta, and others. 


The entire range of measures made it possible to carry out the demand of the CPSU 
Central Committee of flying without flight accidents. But the party committee and 
communists in the unit see no reason for complacency or indifference. Inspections 
have shown that the shortcomings in organizing flights and the nistakes by pilots in 
piloting techniques are not always profoundly and systematically analyzed, and the 
instrument monitoring devices are not fully utilized. This issue was brought up at 
the report and election party meeting. The communists made a number of specific 
proposals. In particular, it was pointed out that the socialist competition should 
play a major role here. 


The competition has assumed particular scope after the publishing cf the Decree of 
the Party Central Committee "On the Socialist Competition to Properly Celebrate the 
26th CPSU Congress." The party committees and bureaus of the subunits have syste- 
matically discussed the questions of strengthening party influence on the organiza- 
tion and course of the competition, and on increasing its effectiveness. Upon a 
decision of the party committee, the work of the command and the party organization 
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of the TECh was analyzed in the area of directing the socialist competition, and at 
one of the sessions a report was heard by the chief of the technical operations 
unit, communist V. Kuprikov. The results of this check were discussed with all the 
party aktiv and with the communist leaders. 


The unit party committee and the subunit party bureaus devoted great attention to 
organizing a competition for the missions and standards of the flight shift. Taking 
an active part in this work were the communists V. Semenchev, V. Karasev, A. Gabryy, 
and G. Parubchenko. There was a greater party influence on the propagandizing of 
the experience of the pacesetters, and the meetings devoted to summing up the re- 
sults in the subunits acquired clarity and concreteness. The competitions for the 
title of best pilot, technician, and mechanic, and best group, flight and squadron 
began to be conducted more actively and efficiently. At present all the subunits 
have the title of outstanding, and the scuadron commanded by Military Pilot lst 
Class, Maj V. Antyufeyev, where Military Pilot lst Class, Capt G. Cherepita is the 
party bureau secretary, has won this honor four times. Undoubtedly in the successes 
of the aviators a large part has been played by the party organizations which are 
headed by Officers V. Kovalev, N. Krupin and V. Skuratov. The communists V. Gaday, 
S. Potapov, V. Afanas'yev, S. Volkomorov and others are in the vanguard of the com- 
petitors to properly celebrate the 26th Party Congress. 


Sr Lt V. Afanas'yev, for example, has carried out all the flight missions only with 
excellent grades, and he hits air and ground targets with the first attack. Having 
outstripped his rivals in the socialist competition, he achieved the level of mili- 
tary pilot lst class. The two-plane element in which Sr Lt Afanas'yev is the 

leader during the year many times was recognized as the leading one in the regiment. 
And Sr Lt Tech Serv S. Volkomorov is rightly considered one of the best IAS special- 
ists. The aircraft which he services has the highest flying time in the unit, and 
has not had any failures. Many similar examples could be given. 


An important condition for increasing the responsibility of the servicemen for in- 
creasing their professional skill is constant and strict supervision by the com- 
manders and the parcy and Komsomol activists. At present, each individual obliga- 
tion is examined in categories: for a pilot among the pilots, for a technician 
among the technicians, and for an aviation mechanic among the aviation mechanics. 

In accepting an obligation, each person thereby gives his word to the entire collec- 
tive, and consequently, not only the commander and the political worker, but also 
comrades are sharply critical for the nonfulfillment of any point of it. And this, 
as practice has shown, has a great mobilizing effect on the competitors. 


Recently the party organization in the squadron where communist G. Cherepita is 

the secretary accepted Lt E. Ryabov as a party membe~. and there was a time when 
the young pilot had been criticized for inefficiency and for insufficient responsi- 
bility for personal preparations for the flights. The commanders and senior commu- 
nist comrades came to the aid of Lt Ryabov. The socialist competition also played 
an important role in his development, indoctrination, and in the mastery of his pro- 
fession, as it caused a desire to work at full strength and to develop such quali- 
ties as tenacity, stubbornness, and the ability to attain the set goals. 


And the time came when there were more and more high grades opposite the name of 


Lt Ryabov for carrying out flight assignments. The will of the young pilot was 
tempered, and the ability to surmount difficulties was developed. He completed the 
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training year as an outstanding man ip military and political training, and the 
squadron Komsomol members elected hin to the Komsomol committee. 


The communists of the regiment and the party committee are well aware that far from 
everything has been done as yet. There are shortcomings in ensuring flight safety, 
and there still are instances of the violation of military discipline. We are not 
concealing these shortcomings, but rather speak frankly about them. Specific meas- 
ures to eliminate them were proposed by the communists in the course of the party 
report and election meetings. "The critical comments and proposals of communists 
represent a great value,” emphasized Comrade L. I. Bretiinev at the October (1980) 
Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee. “And acting very correctly are those party 
committees which immediately undertake specific measures relat. g to them," 


At present, all our attention is aimed at the prompt and complete fulfillment of th 
socialist obligations in honor of the 26th Party Congress and the decrees of the 
party report and election meetings. To carry out all that has been planned means 

to further increase the militancy of the party organizations and to strengthen their 
role in further improving combat readiness. 
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FIGHTER TRAINING PROBLEMS 
Moscow AVIATSIYA I KOSMONAVTIKA in Ruesian No 1, Jan 81 pp 10-11 
[Article by Lt Col A. Kosov: “Special Demands on the Leader") 


[Text] The last fighter had taxied to the parking area. The flights were over. 
Soon the subunits were formed up in front of the combat aircraft. The regimental 
commander stated that the squadron's exercises had been completed and tomorrow they 
would return to the home airfield. 


"Maj Avdonin, step forward,” he said in conclusion. 
A stocky officer stepped forward. 


"For high indicators in military and political training, for exemplary execution of 
military duty, and for skillful indoctrination of subordinates, Maj Avdonin has been 
awarded the Order “For Service to the Motherland in the USSR Armed Forces," Third 
Degree. 


The officer replied clearly: 
"I serve the Soviet Union!” 


And on the next day having assembled in formation, the flights set the calculated 
heading and left for the home airfield. Combat training days had started. 


The workdays of Maj Avdonin are planned down to the ginute. He was controlling the 
flights during this flight shift. Having instructed the take-off detail and having 
spoken with each specialist, the officer went up to the flight control tower. 


The airfield was stretched out in front of him. Here Valeriy Pavlovich [Avdonin] 
was familiar with every structure and every path. His father, Pavel Izosimovich 
Avdonin, a participant in the Great Patriotic War, was the chief of staff of the 
regiment in which his son is now serving. Valeriy grew up and went to school in 
this garrison. The boy often made his way to the field and forgetting everything, 
watched the aircraft take off and land.... 


"Comrade major, the communications equipment is ready to operate," reported the 
radio chief. 








WO ["praporshchik”] 8. Kul’ is alwaye smart and cheerful, and works efficiently and 
quickly. And today, as the warrant officer is fond of saying, everything is in 
proper order. And it could not be otherwise, Only with dependable radio communi- 
cations can the flight control officer supervise the work of all the control ele- 
mente and ensure 4 precise rhythm and safety for the flights. 


"Bveryone in hie place, we are beginning to work,” ordered Avdonin looking at his 
watch. Shote broke the silence, and green rockets headed into the skies. Over the 
loudspeaker one after another came requests to start up the engine. At the take- 
off area wae a fighter with the side number "09." The aircraft was under the com- 
mand of Lt A. Mityakov. Today for the first time he would carry out camera bombing 
with a vertical maneuver. How would he handle this mission’ 


Not everything went smoothly for the young officer. Mityakov was focusing his basic 
attention on achieving the end objective of the mission, underestimating the impor- 
tance of other piloting elements which accompanied the exercise. He felt that the 
main thing in flights in a sone was to fly energetically, and in an interception or 
over the range, 4t any cost to interce,t the target and activate the film. A 
praiseworthy desire, but having carried out the mission, Aleksandr [Mityakov]) let 
down and forgot that the successful conclusion of a flight plays a major role in 

the overall evaluation. And he made mistakes in the landing approach, Sis calcula- 
tion was inaccurate and the landing rough. And the quality of his flights to the 
range did also not excel in stability. 


"What is the problem?" wondered Maj Avdonin. “He is a promising pilot, he has pro- 
found knowledge, and makes such mistakes." 


"Plan a flight for me with Mityakov,” instructed Valeriy Pavlovich, speaking with 
the pilot's flight leader. 


In monitoring the actions of the young flyer in the air, he noticed that in attack- 
ing the ground target, Mityakov, in observing the target field, did not notice the 
descent of the aircraft in the firet half of the turn. As a result he dove at an 
improper angle. The correcting of the mistake "consumed" the reserve time, and only 
several seconds remained for aiming. With little experience, this was not enough 
for the lieutenant. 


Both had a good deal to do. An analysis of the flight, training sessions in the 
cockpit, and then another flight on the trainer. The instructor demonstrated, 
supervised and again demonstrated. In analyzing each flight in detail, Avdonin in- 
stilled good piloting habits in Mityakov, as well as a feeling of responsibility for 
each element of the mission. And not only Mityakov alone, but many other young 
aviators had been helped by Avdonin in gaining confidence in themselves and in get- 
ting their wings. 


Valeriy Pavlovich thoroughly studied the personal traits of the lieutenants, and 

sought advice with the immediate commanders of the combat pilots and the party and 
Komsomol activists. This made it possible to find the correct approach to each 

officer, to enter his world, and to reach the innermost feelings of the beginning 
pilot. Avdonin organized talks with the young men in such a manner that the Lieu- 
tenants themselves found the truth in disputed questions and understood their es- 
sence. He devotes particularly much attention to the moral and psychological mood 
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for the flight. In organising the socialist competition for each flight shift, he 
focuses the attention of the pilote on the necessity of constantly improving know- 


ledge and skills. 


-»+ The fighter with the number "09," having climbed steeply, turned to the heading 
which was the opposite to the landing one. The bombing wae practice, in the area 
of the airfield, but the pilot carried it out as if it were real. Passing the beam 
of the near marker, the aircraft turned to the bombing run and at the precisely 
designated point went into the dive. 


"The fellow began on time," commented Avdonin to himself. 


At the calculated height and speed, Mityakov executed the maneuver, and a second 
later over the loudspeaker came his voice distorted by the acceleration: 


“Bombs away!" 


Avdonin saw that the pilot correctly executed the exercise. One other pase and 
again no mistakes. He merely remained a little long over the target. The approach 
to the landing and the landing were without comment. 


“Excellent,” wrote the flight control officer in the log. The materials of the 
monitoring equipment affirmed the correctness of the grade given to Mityakov. 


The flights continued. The control tower constantly received reports from the crews 
in the air. Maj V. Avdonin recognized the voices of the pilots and calmly gave 
commands. 


The sun had set behind the horizon. Dusk was falling. The intensity of work de- 
clined somewhat. The flight control officer gave the necessary instructions and 
again asked for the weather forecast from the meteorologist. 


"Clouds approaching from the west," came the report immediately. “In an hour the 
base will be covered." 


Maj Avdonin ordered preparations for changing over to an increased minimum and bent 
over his workbook. Comments on the work of each pilot had been written out in even 
lines on the sheet. And even now the plan was developing for analyzing the flights 
for tomorrow. “I must talk again with Mityakov," decided Valeriy Pavlovich. 
"Everything was done excellently, but he was an extra 5 seconds over the target. 
This is not beyond the limits, but it is better when everything is precise... ." 


Accuracy is the major character trait of Maj Avdonin. Precisely it provides effi- 
ciency, purposefulness and the complete fulfillment of what has been planned for 

the day, the week or the month, without allowing, as they say, routine to overshadow 
the main thing. And he instills this quality in his subordinates. 


Night was rapidly closing in over the airfield. The runway and taxiway lights came 
on. The landing lights were flashing picking up the landed fighters out of the 
darkness of the night. The indicators of the instruments and the dials shown ghost- 
ily in the gloom of the control tower. Leaning over the control board, the flight 
control officer worked with concentration and attention. 














On the following day, after analyzing the previous flight shift, Maj Avdonin began 
to analyze the pilot training schedule for combat employment. For some combat 
pilots. the time was approaching for checks on thie type of training. “We must 
plan the checks without harming the advancement of the young men through the pro- 
gram," commented the officer. "There can be three tomorrow..." 


But circumstances developed differently. Dawn had ecarcely come when the aviators 
were roused by the "Assemble!" signal. 


The engineer and technical personnel worked precisely and smoothly preparing the 
aircraft for the sortie. Having received their mission, the pilote joined in the 
preparations. Upon the initiative of the party bureau, each of them had mastered 
a related specialty and could provide skilled aid to the armament, radio electronic 
and aircraft equipment specialists. In a little time the combat aircraft were tak- 
ing off into the morning skies. The group was led by Military Pilot let Class, 

Maj Avdonin. 


Having turned to the set heading, the leader looked around. His wingmen were behind 
him in precise formation. There was grandeur and peacefulness in the snow-covered 
fields outlined by the roads and railroads. And each pilot was responsible for 
this quiet. But there was a special demand upon the leader, the mentor, comrade 
and commander. 
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PARTY WORK IN TRAINING 
Moscow AVIATSIYA I KOSMONAVTIKA in Russian No 1, Jan 81 pp 10-11 
[Article by Military Pilot let Class, Lt Col V. Torokhtiy: “The Art of Leading") 


(Text) That day Maj V. Zemlyanov was held up longer than usual on his job. The day 
before, he, an experienced propagandist, had been approached by the flight leader, 
Military Pilot let Class, Capt V. Kutsevol. “The subunit,” he said, “has accepted 
increased socialist obligations in honor of the 26th Party ress. We have re- 
serves but I would like some advice on how better to use them. 


Viktor Aleksandrovich [Zemlyanov) was waiting for this talk. He knew well the 
state of affairs in the unit subunits. His experience in service and in life helped 
him to see what at times remained unnoticed by the other, particularly the young, 
officers. 


Kutesevol's flight had the title of outstanding. All the pilote had a high class 
rating, and in tactical flight exercises had demonstrated finely honed skill. But 
still what had been achieved was not the limit. Maj Zemlyanov carefully listened 

to the communists in the flight. There was one opinion: the socialist competition 
should assume a specific content. For example, take firing at ground targets or 
bombing with difficult types of maneuvering. The aviators had carried out such mis- 
sions before, however the basic emphasis had been put on working out other exercises. 
Why not now pay more attention to the given question? Both the squadron commander 
and the regimental command approved this proposal. 


Viktor Aleksandrovich had helped achieve other goals of professional mastery. In 
particular, incorporated in the obligations were points on increasing the class rat- 
ing of specialists in the aviation engineer service, shortening the time for bring- 
ing the subunit to a state of combat readiness, and streuzthening the sociopolitical 
activeness of the communists and Komsomol members. They all were constantly under 
the supervision of the activist. 


Inspired by the decision of the June (1980) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee and 
in following the example of the pacesetters, the other military collectives steadily 
were carrying out the socialist obligations in honor of the party congress. Maj 
Zemlyanov took an active part in this work, and helped in achieving concreteness in 
summing up the results and in disclosing existing reserves. Viktor Aleksandrovich 
carried out extensive organizational and indoctrinational work. He was constantly 
in the thick of the men, and spoke with the officers, warrant officers 
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{"praporehechik"|, sergeante and soldiers. He was interested in everything including 
the experience engendered in the course of carrying out the combat training missions, 
the reasons for failures, and the mood of the men. 


For example, in a tactical flight exercise the flight of Capt V. Larin had distin- 
guished iteelf, Maj Zemlyanov endeavored to make the advanced procedures of master- 
ing the equipment and weapons available to all aviators. 


The propagandist noticed that Lt Tech Serv V. Kireyev, having assumed an obligation 
in honor of the 26th CPSU Congress of becoming a specialist 2d class, was experienc- 
ing certain difficulties in carrying it out. Viktor Aleksandrovich asked the more 
experienced officers to help the comrade, and instilled confidence in him. And 
things took a turn for the better. The given examples convincingly show the impor- 
tant role played by the propaganda aktiv and each fighter of the ideological front in 
organizing and carrying out the socialist competition. 





By their passionate party word and by their personal example, the propagandists mo- 
bilize the aviators to fully and effectively carry out the assumed socialist obliga- 
tions, and to raise the level of professional mastery and political knowledge. The 
communists Yu. Kravchenko, Yu. Vinogradov, A. Lantsov and other non-T/O [volunteer] 
propagandists steadily carry out the Leninist principles of the competition, they 
generalize and disseminate advanced experience, and work for its repetition in prac- 
tice. The success of these officers is aided by a skillful combination of instruc- 
tion and indoctrination of the men, by a profound penetration into their needs and 
interests, and by the prompt settling of the problems concerning them. 


In the unit Maj V. Zemlyanov is known as an experienced ideological fighter, indoc- 
trinator and mentor. He is marked by a thoughtful and creative attitude toward his 
job, and by the ability to concentrate on the main thing. 


Viktor Aleksandrovich actually had a good knowledge of the state of affairs in the 
flight of Capt V. Kutsevol and the capabilities of each pilot. He was convinced 
that if he recommended or, more accurately, merely outlined new goals for the 
flights, the aviators would not feel a sense of responsibility for the assumed ob- 
ligations. For this reason he gave them an opportunity to think out and weigh 
everything by themselves. And only later did he help them select the main thing. 
As was pointed out at the conference of the command and political leadership of the 
Army and Navy, the party sees one of the most important indoctrinational opportuni- 
ties of the competition precisely in such an approach to the matter. 


But at times there have also been lamentable failures. Thus, the command noticed 
that a squadron which had been considered a leading one had begun to surrender its 
positions. For example, during flights the use factor of the trainer was lower than 
in the other subunits. This was explained by the imprecise organization of labor 
and by an absence of competitiveness between the aviators. The blame rested not 
only on the commander and the political worker, but also on the party activists and 
the non-T/O propagandists who were not sufficiently concerned with actually carry- 
ing out the Leninist principles of the socialist competition, who did not delve 
deeply into the questions of combat training and did little to propagandize the 
progressive methods and procedures of work by the best. Such passiveness was not 
long in telling on the state of affairs. 





———$—$—$————————————— VVV ⏑——— 


The Decree of the CPSU Central Committee "On Further Improving Ideological and 
Political Indoctrination Work" places serious demands upon the agitation and propa- 
ganda aktiv. In carrying them out, the fighters of the ideological front are focus- 
ing the aviators in the unit on carrying out the concrete tasks confronting the en- 
tire troop collective, the subunite and the crews. These are: the hitting of tar- 
gete on the ground and in the air on the first attack, a thrifty attitude toward 
motor life, and for fuel and lubricants, and the efficient use of training time. 
Military service gives rise to valuable experience and brings forward ever new 
pacesetters. Our communist propagandists see their duty in making each person aware 
of this experience and raising the socialist competition in honor of the high party 


forum to a new, even higher level. 
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POLITICAL OFFICER'S ROLE DISCUSSED 
Moscow AVIATSIYA I KOSMONAVTIKA in Russian No 1, Jan 81 pp 12-13 
[Article by Capt N. Antonov: "To Be Needed by People") 


[Text] The meeting at the aviation regiment's deputy commander for political af- 
fairs was coming to an end. 


“Are there any questions, comrades?" he asked, closing his notebook. "No...during 
my absence," he continued, “the duties of the deputy commander for political affairs 
will be performed by Guards Maj Rybakov. Would you please stay, Aleksandr 
Vasil'yevich [Rybakov]. The rest can be dismissed." 


Dusk had descended on the garrison. The streets were empty. The windows of the 
houses shown brightly. Rybakov, left alone, walked back and forth in his office, 
and then sat down at the desk. As was his habit over many years, in his mind he 

was running through the past day, and was looking at the notes made during the meet- 
ing. 


He had been the deputy commander for political affairs before. Experience suggested 
where concentration must be focused, and helped determine the main key tasks. The 
officer saw each point of the plan not only on paper, but also imagined it really, 
in action. For example, take the general regimental party meeting. What would be 
discussed at it? First of all, how the vanguard role of the communists has been 
ensured in carrying out the socialist obligations approved in honor of the 26th CPSU 
Congress. Here Guards Maj A. Bukreyev, the commander of an outstanding squadron, 
and Guards Capt Ye. Komar, the chief of the TECh [maintenance unit] which for more 
than a decade had kept the title of outstanding could share their experience. These 
communist leaders worked in close contact with the party and Komsomol aktiv, and in 
the collectives there reigned a situation of great exactingness and comradely mutual 
aid. 


"Yes, there are successes, and good ones," thought Aleksandr Vasil'yevich with sat- 
isfaction. "And we can speak of them with pride." But the political worker also 
knew of unsolved problems in his squadron and in the other subunits. Could these 
be overlooked? No, his duty was in a direct and party-like manner to talk about 
them, to bring out the reasons, and to mention the names of the persons guilty of 
one or another mistake. 





The experience as an indoctrinator and as a political leader did not immediately 
come to Aleksandr Vasil'yevich. Lt Rybakov arrived in the regiment from school 
with excellent recommendations. The comrades quickly realized his honesty, humil- 
ity and sensitivity. And they knew that if he took to something, he would carry it 
out completely, if he gave his word, it would be carried out without fail. 


The tenacity, industriousness and thoughtfulness of the young flyer were highly re- 
garded, and Rybakov was appointed flight leader. 


"Remember that the good commander is the one who dedicates himself totally to the 
job and to people, who is able to teach and can be exacting," the deputy squadron 
commander for political affairs, Capt V. Shkarubo, said to him repeatedly. 


And Aleksandr Vasil'yevich set the right course in his work with subordinates. He 
did not flare up, he behaved simply with everyone, however he tolerated misdeeds 
from no one. He lived for the interests of the collective, he respected the men, 
and at any moment was ready to lend a hand. He was equally concerned for the pilots, 
the technicians and the mechanics. In his flight there was a pilot who was capable, 
but with a difficult character and proud. Rybakov had a great deal of work to do 
with him in order that the thirst for honors was replaced by business-like purpose- 
fulness, and by a feeling of high duty. Aleksandr Vasil'yevich helped the young 
mechanic, Pvt A. Pyat'ko. They wanted to transfer him to another squadron, but 
Rybakov asked them to wait. He supervised his work every day, and tried to encourage 
and praise him for skillful actions. And the soldier gained confidence and became 

a good specialist. 


The authority of Aleksandr Vasil'yevich grew not only in the flight but throughout 
the squadron. Soon the communists had elected him the party bureau secretary. He 
became busier. But he found time for everything. He delved into the questions of 
military and political training and the organization of the socialist competition, 
and took an interest in the needs and requests of the aviators. And he placed 
strict demands on himself, and endeavored to carry out each flight mission flawless- 
ly. 


"212, your heading is..., altitude...." 
"Roger . " 


The radar scan showed two dots. One of them was the “enemy,” and the other the in- 
terceptor. Both pilots were experienced and skilled. Everything would be deter- 
mined by the precise calculation and the tenaciousness. 


"This is 212, target locked on..." 


The regimental commander was watching this duel. Lively and emotional, this time 
he said nothing and did not express his feelings. But when the interceptor taxied 
up to the parking area, he instructed Rybakov to come over to him. In his office 
were the deputy regimental commander for political affairs and the party committee 
secretary. 


"We have decided to send you to the academy to study," said the commander to the 
officer. He paused slightly, and then added: "To the military political academy." 
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Aleksandr Vasil'yevich did not expect thie at all. He was a pilot, a flight 
leader.... 


"I know what you are thinking,” said the deputy commander for political affairs, 
interrupting his thoughts. "The party organization which you head is one of the 
best in the regiment, you know how to work with people, and you are respected in 
the collective." 


"And you will be flying," added the party committee secretary. "Certainly the best 
agitation is actual deeds." 


Later, while a student at the academy, Rybakov also recalled that conversation. 
On the eve of graduation he was invited to the general's office. 


"I know you as a capable officer who possesses high professional and moral quali- 
ties," he said. "I feel that you will be capable of heading the political work in 
an aviation regiment." 


“Comrade general, | request that I be sent to a squadron,” replied Rybakov firmly. 
"Without practice I don't think it is right for me to hold another position." 


..-Aleksandr Vasil'yevich slowly walked around the regimental military glory room. 
For a long time he paused in front of the portraits of the Herocs of the Soviet 
Union. There were seven of them in the regiment. There was Boris Yeremin, the 
commander of the squadron where Rybakov was now serving. And there was a photograph 
of his airplane which had been presented to the pilot by the Saratov grain grower 
Ferapont Golovatykh. Next was a portrait of Aleksey Mares'yev. Also fighting in 
the squadron had been female pilots from the school of Marina Reskova. One of them, 
Liliya Litvak, was an honored Red Armyman of the unit. Rybakov carefully read the 
description of the feats of his fellow servicemen during the war years: three 
against six, and seven courageous ones had engaged an armada of enemy bombers and 
emerged victorious. And a total of 368 victories in air battles! 


Here were photographs and documents telling about peacetime. Hero of the Soviet 
Union Gennadiy Yeliseyev had also served in this unit. He had grown up precisely 

in this collective, and here he had gained his ideological tempering, and from here 
he left for his feat. Nearby were the portraits of the guardsmen, Maj Vladimir 
Yatskov and Lt Vladimir Steshenko. They had saved the lives of many people by turn- 
ing the aircraft away frow a city.... 


And there was the smile known to the entire world. Yuriy Gagarin! No, the cosmo- 
naut had not served in the regiment, but he had known its pilots. And the portrait 
had an affectionate inscription, and had been a gift to his flying brothers. 


Aleksandr Vasil'yevich started his service in the new place by becoming acquainted 
with the men. 


“Our deputy commander for political affairs did not do or say anything special," 
related the flight party group organizer, Guards Capt §. Churkin. "But very soon 

we felt his sincere interest in the concerns of the collective. He knows everything 
about each of us, he is pleased with our successes and feels for every mistake. 
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Unnoticed Aleksandr Vasil'yevich has become the most principled, exacting and re- 
sponsive friend and mentor." 


The aviators were preparing for a tactical flight exercise. For Guards Maj Rybakov, 
the exercise was a dual testing. He had to establish himself both as a pilot and 
as a political worker. However he was not thinking about himself. The exercises, 
the political worker felt, would be an excellent school of combat mastery and a 
school of indoctrination. Aleksandr Vasil'yevich assembled the squadron party and 
Komsomol aktiv, and gave advice on how to organize party political work more effec- 
tively. And from this day on, both he himself and his assistants constantly focused 
the flight personnel on decisive actions. At the party meeting held soon theieafter, 
the squadron communists approved the obligation of equaling the heroes of the unit 
during the flight exercises, and to carry out the missions with an excellent grade. 
The aviators of the entire regiment supported this initiative. 


The first to take off were the squadron commander and the deputy commander for 
political affairs. Both carried out the launches skillfully and hit the targets. 
The express leaflet put out in the subunit urged the combat pilots to follow the 
example of the leading pair. After them other pilots also successfully destroyed 
the “enemy.” And Aleksandr Vasil'yevich spoke with each of them before the flights, 
he instilled confidence in them, and gave advice on how to act better in one or an- 
other situation. Such support greatly helped, for example, Military Pilot 2d Class, 
Guards Sr Lt A. Stepanyuk, to find the strength in himself to successfully carry 
out the missions and not lag behind his rival in the competition. 


Combat leaflets were devoted to the outstanding men. Nor did the political worker 

forget about the dissemination of combat experience from the war. In his talks he 

gave exampic. of the conducting of air battles by heroes from the regiment, and em- 
phasized their tenacity, courage and the boldness of the tactical decisions. 


During the tactical flight exercise, Rybakov was able to develop a sharp competition 
among the technical personnel. Previously he had noticed that in such exercises 
more attention had been paid to the contest of the pilots. For this reason, during 
the flights he endeavored to spend more time among the technicians and mechanics. 
Now, together with the secretary of the Komsomol organization, Guards Sr Lt M. 
Koblashov and other activists, he helped the IAS [aviation engineer service] special- 
ists to more widely develop a competition for reducing the time for readying the 
aircraft for the flight, and for high quality maintenance of the aircraft. Each 
aviator accepted specific obligations and challenged a comrade to a contest. Ex- 
press leaflets were devoted to the leading specialists, and the pilots learned of 
their achievements. 


In these days the men had common interests and all had a common goal. The squadron 
received a five [the highest grade] for the technical flight exercise, and for the 
results of the training period had won the title of excellent. And Guards Maj A. 
Rybakov had successfully passed his difficult exam. He drew the necessary conclu- 
sions, namely, to have the pilots fly their own aircraft and to have them spend more 
time with their ground crews. Rybakov made certain changes in the organization of 
the socialist competition, and this provided an opportunity to better supervise its 
course and raise its effectiveness. 
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And again days of regular training. The aviators began to master new equipment. 
And this meant more problems for the political worker. He should know the aircraft 
excellently, as he must teach others. But at first it was essential to help both 
the pilots and the technicians, and not only in word but also in deed. 


The work plans of the squadron party and Komsomol organizations were concrete, and 
all the measures were subordinate to the tasks of today. For example, communist 

S. Churkin was to supervise the training of the pilots, while Guards Sr Lt V. 
Korotayev was to work with the technical personnel. The questions of retraining 
were discussed at a party meeting where increased socialist pledges were approved 
in honor of the 26th CPSU Congress. They also became the main subject of the ses- 
sions of the party and Komsomol bureaus, as well as of exercises with the officers, 
werrant officers ["praporshchik"], and soldiers. 


..- The morning silence was broken by the roar of an aircraft. The weather plane was 
caking off. Aleksandr Vasil'yevich came out of the tower and turned toward the LAS 
specialists and the aircraft parking area. Here he had something to do. For exam- 
ple, with the agitator, WO V. Dmitriyev, he had to decide how during the shift they 
could organize a competition among the crews and quickly turn out a combat leaflet. 
The Komsomol leader was advised how to better use the experience of the tactical 
flight exercise. And to find out from Sr Lt Tech Serv Ye. Kachnov how he was doing 
in his new job. 


In speaking at the October (1980) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, Comrade L. 
I. Brezhnev, in particular, said that an attentive, considerate attitude toward man 
should permeate all the work style of a leader, and become an inseparable trait of 
his activities. And communist Rybakov strives for precisely this, in carrying out 
the tasks of training and indoctrinating the aviators. 


During the break between flights, the pilots, technicians and mechanics assembled 
around the deputy commander for political affairs. The subject of the talk in- 
volved everyone as it was a question of squadron affairs. Aleksandr Vasil'yevich 
could see that the aviators were concerned and there were no indifferent persons. 
Everyone was living for one goal, to successfully carry out the task confronting 
them. And it was easier for him then. He felt that the men believed in his party 
word, they were ready to follow him, and do everything necessary to properly cele- 
brate the 26th CPSU Congress. 
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SEARCH FOR NEW PROPAGANDA METHODS 
Moscow AVIATSIYA I KOSMONAVTIKA in Russian No 1, Jan 81 pp 14-15 
[Article by Col I. Ivanov: "The Commander Gives a Lecture" ] 


[Text] Does your word help the listener to live and work better, and to understand 
more profoundly his role in carrying out the tasks confronting the collective? 

This is a far from idle question for a propagandist, lecturer, agitator or politi- 
cal information worker. 


The search for the most effective means of ideological influence on the minds and 
hearts of military aviators is at the center of attention of the commanders, politi- 
cal workers, the party and Komsomol activists of our unit. This work picked up 
particularly after the publishing of the Decree of the CPSU Central Committee "On 
Further Improving Ideological and Political Indoctrination Work" and the conference 
held for the command and political leadership of the Army and Navy. 


Its contents have been significantly enriched after the June (1980) Plenum of the 
CPSU Central Committee at which the decision was taken to convene the 26th Party 

Congress. Party political work has become more concrete and purposeful. Let me 

refer to examples from the life of the party organization in the leading squadron 
where Military Pilot lst Class, Capt V. Lisak is the secretary. 


The party bureau and the communist leaders, and above all the squadron commander, 
Military Sniper Pilot, Lt Col B. Marchenko, pay constant attention to the questions 
of the indoctrination of the pilots, technicians and aviation mechanics. These 
questions are discussed at the party meetings, the sessions of the party bureaus, 
and at conferences, and are reflected in exercises on Marxist-Leninist training, in 
theoretical colloquiums and political information sessions. And ideological work 
has an aggressive nature, and its core is comprised ~f cue preparations for the 
26th CPSU Congress. All the measures are carefully prepared for, thoroughly 
thought out and for this reason have high effectiveness, and influence the state of 
affairs in the subunit. 


For example, here there was a concrete tali at the meeting when the communists were 
discussing the course of carrying out the decree of the CPSU Central Committee and 
the tasks stemming from it for the party organization in the area of further improv- 
ing political indoctrination in the squadron. The speakers emphasized that a com- 
prehensive approach to indoctrination presupposes the active involvement of a broad 
range of communist leaders in the party and agitation-propaganda work. 
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The squadron commander has set the example. In his work he is guided by the Lenin- 
ist principles: "Live in the thick of things. Know the mood. Know everyone. 
Understand the masses. Be able to approach people. Win their absolute trust...." 


Let Col B. Marchenko was a member of the agitation and propaganda collective, he 
works in the unit lecture group, and leads the officer Marxist-Leninist study group. 
Boris Grigor’yevich [Marchenko] not only gives lectures to the officers and warrant 
officers ("praporshchik"], soldiers and sergeants, but always finds time to speak 
with subordinates during flights, tactical flight exercises, and during hours of 
preliminary preparations. He knows how to catch the interest of an audience and 
create a mood of sincerity and frankness. 


In convincingly and comprehensively explaining the most involved questions, the 
propagandist stirs the thoughts of the listeners, and develops their independent 
thinking and the capacity to analyze events and phenomena of social life. The lec- 
tures by Marchenko broaden the viewpoint of the aviators, they are always closely 
tied to the tasks of improving combat training, strengthening military discipline, 
raising vigilance and combat readiness, and improving military and moral indoctrina- 
tion, and they are full of concrete facts from the life of the subunit. Thus, in 
speaking about the necessity of increasing combat readiness, he gave the example 

of the work of the flight leader, Capt V. Bulakh, and described his method of con- 
ducting tactical flight quizzes during which an atmosphere of creative search and 
competitiveness in carrving out the flight missions is created. This helps the com- 
bat pilots more thoroughly study tactics and in raising professional skill. 


The squadron commander mentioned the name also of Sr Lt V. Borgunov. The officer 
assumed the obligation of increasing his class rating by the 26th Party Congress. 
And he reinforced his words with deeds. With the help of the flight leader, in 
showing great responsibility and tenacity, Sr Lt V. Borgunov successfully completed 
the training program and confidently passed the examinations for the rank of mili- 
tary pilot Ist class. 


The lecture on the subject "To Strictly Keep Military and State Secrets and Be a 
Vigilant Soldier" left a profound mark on the hearts and minds of the listeners. 
This was given for the junior aviation specialists. The commander used facts from 
the life of the squadron and the regiment, and with profound knowledge spoke of the 
merits and shortcomings of individual aviators, and their experience during 1 lights 
and in carrying out service duties. 


In describing how he prepared for a speech, Lt Col Marchenko emphasized: 


"First of all I think for whom I will give the lecture and why, and what should be 
achieved by my talk...” 


And this time also he was careful in selecting his primary sources and other litera- 
ture. In particular he used the works of V. I. Lenin “Letter to the Workers and 
Peasants on the Occasion of the Victory over Kolchak," “Careful of Spies!" and "Let- 
ter to American Workers." The lecturer found much that was valuable in the book by 
Comrade L. I. Brezhnev "Na Strazhe Mira i Sotsializma” [On Guard for Peace and 
Socialism]. The squadron commander also skillfully selected the visual aids. 
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In order to enrich hie lecture with examples from life, Marchenko carefully studied 
the work of the aviation specialists during the flights, and analyzed how they 

stood interior and guard duty, and spoke with the soldiers and sergeants. These ob- 
servations lay at the basis of hie lecture. 


However it was important not only to know what to say, but also how to say it. A 
leader's speech will sound convincing and will be effective only if it is given in 

a confidential tone, and in a epirit of a frank discussion of the deeds and tasks 

of the collective, the shortcomings, difficulties and ways for overcoming them. An 
example of such an approach was set Comrade L. I. Brezhnev in his book "Malaya 
Zemlya" (Little Barth]. We writes: sually I succeeded in finding a common tongue 
with the soldiers and sailors, although I did not employ any special procedures for 
this. Whether it was a question of serious matters or the conversation was humorous, 
I tried to behave simply and evenly. And I always said the truth, no matter how 
bitter it was." 


In preparing for a lecture, Lt Col Marchenko always considers what audience he will 
be speaking to. In the squadron are men from 14 nationalities. For this reason, 
the officer expresses his thoughts simply and clearly, and provides an opportunity 
to take notes. 


Boris Grigor'yevich carefully and thoroughly prepares for each speech, he shows cre- 
ativity, and endeavors that the lecture or report encourages the men to work even 
better and urge them on to new military feats. Let me give an example. When the 
personnel of the squadron was to carry out missions in an area where their fellow 
servicemen had fought during the years of the Great Patriotic War, Marchenko told 
the aviators about sow the combat veterans fought, and urged them to continue the 
traditions of their fathers and elder brothers. Then the squadron commander took 
his aircraft out on the mission. And in the exercises he acted as if on the front- 
line, boldly, decisively and with initiative. And his subordinates, military pilots 
let clase Capt V. D'yachenko, V. Lisak and V. Bulakh, did not fall behind. 


Many duties fall on the squadron commander. In order to successfully carry them 
out, it is essential to be an excellently trained pilot, to master pedagogical 
skills, to set an example of communist conviction, ideological steadfastness and 
moral purity, and be able to lead the personnel. Military Sniper Pilot, Lt Col 
B. Marchenko, possesses all these qualities fully. His military service has been 
recognized by the Order of the Red Star, the Order "For Service to the Motherland 
in the USSR Armed Forces," Third Degree and by many medals. According to the re- 
cently made results, his subunit holds first place in the regiment. 


COPYRIGHT: "“Aviatsiya i kosmonavtika™, 1961 
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REVLEW OF PERSONNEL RECORDS REQUIRED 
Moscow AVIATSIYA I KOSMONAVTIKA in Russian No 1, Jan 81 p 15 
[Article by Maj A. Drozdov: “Only According to the Regulations") 


[Text] As is known, the development of a young officer depends largely upon the 
great exactingness of superiors, and upon their constant concern for instilling 
moral-political and command qualities in the young officers and for the growth of 
professional skill. Usually there are more mistakes in the work with young command- 
ers where there is the opinion that a senior pilot is only the leader of the two- 
plane element, and that he is the commander only in the skies but not on the ground. 
And it is precisely from this category of personnel that candidates are selected 

for the position of flight leaders. 


Sr Lt Valeriy Nerchu had been heading the flight for not such a long time. But he 
had already proven himself as a capable and able indoctrinator of subordinates. 
This was largely due to the squadron commander who had skillfully directed his work 
and had helped the young officer acquire instructor skills and organize the social- 
ist competition in the flight. Being a senior pilot, Nerchu felt the constant sup- 
port of his senior comrades. And they taught the beginning commander the skills of 
daily exactingness for subordinates, respect for their personal dignity, constant 
concern for them, and the correct application of persuasion and force. 


And now Officer Nerchu himself was teaching the crew commanders the art of working 
with people. Each of them had notes about subordinates, their biographical data, 
and brief recommendations which they skillfully used in indoctrinating the subord- 
inates. Effective and thoughtful work with the men helped the young officers in 
their development as a commander and in acquiring the knowledge and skills needed in 
the future. 


But there are also examples of another sort. In the squadron where Maj B. Glukhov 
is in command, everything that involves flying and the control of the wingmen in 
combat is on a high level. The skills of the leaders of the two-plane elements are 
good, but, it must be said, they do not always ably command their subordinates on 
the ground. It turned out that the leader of a two-plane element, Sr Lt S. 
Volnukhin, knew only the names of the crew members of the wingman element. But who 
are they? What sort of men are they? Until recently this was of little interest to 
the senior lieutenant. Could the leader actually be indifferent to the state in the 
crew with which he must cooperate wing to wing in combet? Certainly the strength 

of the fire and tactical unit which the two-plane element is is largely formed on 
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the ground, The leader must have a good knowledge of the professional and moral- 
polit’ .al qualities, the paychological mood of the crew members, and must help 

them in their professional growth. He, as the flight leader, must take an interest 
in the state of military discipline, combat readiness, the course of political 
training, the mood of the men, and their everyday life. Only under such a condition 
can one assume that the future commander will acquire the skills of an effective in- 
fluence on all aspects of the training and service of subordinates. 


Unfortunately, sufficient attention ise not yet given in all the squadrons to the 
effective development of young commenders. For example, Sr Ltse A. Tobolevich and 

A. Kirichenko skillfully pilot a modern fighter and they have high points for combat 
employment. They are outstanding combat pilots. But how are they as indoctrina- 
tors? Over 3 years of service as an officer, neither of them has commended his sub- 
ordinates. And there is no question of any reprimands. This they consider the con- 
cern of senior chiefs. However, the Disciplinary Regulations give a crew commander 
significant rights which must be skillfully used in indoctrination. 


And what happens as a result of this? In the service file of Sr Lt S. Volnukhin, 
the last commendation, for example, was entered on 19 August 1978. But according 
to the unit's orders, he had been repeatedly commended after this. However there 
were no notations of this in the file. The same is true for officers 0. Oskirko, A. 
Sotnikov and others. Possibly the staff officers are to blame for this. Partially 
so, but the immediate superiors of the young officers are primarily to blame. 


The Disciplinary Regulations of the USSR Armed Forces state that the commanders must 
periodically review the service files for the purpose of checking the correctness 
of the commendations given and the reprimands imposed. Each serviceman once a year 
should be acquainted with his service file. Unfortunately, certain subunits forget 
about this article of the Regulations. 


Indoctrination of the indoctrinators is a complicated and long-term process. It is 
essential to be systematically concerned with this work. 


COPYRIGHT: "“Aviatsiya i kosmonavtika", 1981 
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STRICT ADHERENCE TO REGULATIONS STRESSED 
Moscow AVIATSIYA I KOSMONAVTIKA in Russian No 1, Jan 81 pp 16-17 


[Interview on disciplinary problems at the Saratov Higher Military Pilots School: 
“Everything Starts from Minor Problems") 


{[Text] As is known, the life and combat training of the aviators, like all the 
personnel of the Armed Forces, are regulated by the regulations, orders and other 
guiding documents. Practice shows that even insignificant violations of the estab- 
lished standards and rules cause harm to flight safety, to the combat readiness of 
the subunits, and to strict military order. 


The article "The Glittering Halo" (AVIATSIYA I KOSMONAVTIKA, No 9, 1979) brought up 
the question of flight discipline. In responses to it, many readers from examples 
convincingly showed that the slightest deviation from the requirements of the 
flight regulations leads to serious consequences involving a direct threat to the 
life of the crew. 


What is the reason for the violations of military and flight discipline, and on what 
should concentration be focused in order that combat training is carried out pre- 
cisely and evenly, in accord with the requirements of the flight documents. 


Our correspondent visited the Saratov Higher Military Pilots School. In conversa- 
tions the officers and officer candidates from the squadron commanded by Military 
Instructor Pilot ist Class, Maj S. Shchankin, voiced their opinion on a number of 
questions relating to this problem. 


Question: It can sometimes be heard that a person who is not always disciplined on 
the ground in the air is literally transformed, and flies expertly, without any de- 
viations whatsoever. What could you say on this score? 


{Answer:] The squadron commander, Military Instructor Pilot lst Class, Maj S. 
Shchankin. 


Flight discipline and flight safety are inseparable concepts. All aviators know 
this. Nevertheless, some of them at times violate the established procedure or in- 
structions of senior chiefs. Many years of experience as an instrucior have shown 
that deviations from the military or flight rules are intentionally made by persons 
who from the very first steps in the army are not taught to live and work strictly 
according to the regulations, or by those who know them well but do not feel that 
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they must always be carried out without fail, Such servicemen follow the principle 
of perhaps they will not be caught out. But in any inatance thie is dereliction on 
the part of the indoctrinators., 


Practice shows that discipline in the air is formed on the ground. This is partic- 
ularly true of future officers, Under the leadership of an instructor, an officer 
candidate at firet learns to prepare for the flight in studying the mission, mental- 
ly going through each action and undergoing training and then in the air actually 
carries out the mission. 


Beginning with the integrated training exercises, the instructors carefully study 
their students. The first impression about them is very important, although it may 
not be complete. The opinion about the officer candidate develops gradually on the 
basis of objective data. It is essential to spot any details in his conduct, char- 
acter, and even in statements, and to consider them in one's work. An incomplete 
or biased opinion, as a rule, becomes the reason for a hurried decision, and as a 
result of this the officer candidate can be “left behind" or he can be permitted to 
solo unprepared. Let me give examples. 


I recall that in my group there were officer candidates Pankin and Rybakov. The 
former was energetic, bright, and he picked up everything taught him literally with- 
out any effort. He flew well but excessive confidence at times led to mistakes. He 
had to be kept under constant supervision. But Rybakov, on the contrary, was slow 
but an exceptionally disciplined officer candidate. It was more difficult for him 
to master the introductory flight. On the other hand he absorbed everything tho- 
roughly, and imitated every movement by the instructor. He soloed successfully. 

In the future there were no flying problems. 


We would like to point out the following problem. As a rule, after the eighth or 
tenth solo flight on a helicopter, mistakes appear among the officer candidates. 

The problem is that during this period they each begin to develop their own particu- 
ler style and their own piloting maneuvers. Here the instructor must be particular- 
ly attentive. Without fail three or four check-out flights must be given. Then 
everything will be in order. Confidence is confidence, but supervision and profes- 
sional vigilance on the part of an instructor are the main conditions for the safety 
of student flights. 


Violations of discipline on the ground are directly reflected in the flight prepara- 
tions and in the quality of their execution. I had one officer candidate who had 
disciplinary reprimands. He was thin-skinned, and nervous during a flight. For 
example, if the instructor made a comment, he could let go of the controls and say 
fly it yourself. A check on his special training showed that he had a poor know- 
ledge of flight theory, techniques and the instructic.s tor the pilot. The flight 
leader and the squadron commander flew with him to check his piloting techniques. 
The indoctrinational work carried out did not produce any results. He had to give 
up his childhood dream. 


Question: But how do the violations start? 


[Answer:] The deputy squadron commander for political affairs, Military Instructor 
Pilot 2d Class, Capt A. Kolotukhin. 
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On the basis of personal observations I am profoundly convinced that any violations 
of flight discipline start from minor matters. And it is disheartening at times 
that some indoctrinators do not respond to these. For example, in a flight an 
officer candidate maintained a speed of 160 km an hour instead of 140. What, it 
might be said, is the difference? But there is a difference. In the first place, 
this is already a violation of the pilot's instructions, and secondly, it is a mis- 
comprehension of the physical principles of flight. Certainly some parameters are 
set considering the optimum piloting conditions within safety limits. Moreover, 
the precise maintaining of the set parameters (that is, the purety of flying) is 

a level of flight efficiency which in times becomes a professional habit, and, 1 
would say, a trait characterizing the mastery of a combat pilot. A knowledge of 
flight instructions here plays a major role. The instructions state everything: 
what is to be done, how, where and when. The instructor personnel must constantly 
demand from the officer candidates the precise ahd scrupulous observance of them, 
and moreover always be an example of this for their subordinates. Otherwise.... 


There was the following case. An instructor pilot, having got in the cockpit, did 
not put on the parachute straps, although the instructions require this. During 

the flight he caught a strap on the engine shut-off switch, and one of the engines 
shut down. He had to make a forced landing. This is what negligence can lead to. 


It is important for the instructors to remember that officer candidates pick up on 
and even imitate their every word and gesture. A lack of restraint and coarseness 
on the part of superiors are immediately reflected in the conduct of subordinates. 


Question: Often commanders point out only major violations of discipline, but do 
no pay any attention to the so-called minor details. How does the observance of 
military ethics influence flight development? 


{[Answer:] The flight leader, Military Instructor Pilot lst Class, Capt V. Polonskiy. 


Once I happened to witness the following instance. Officer Candidate Shalonov was 
making a solo flight on a helicopter. Of course, one can understand the state of 
the young person who had made his first solo flight on a new aircraft for him. 
However, the established procedure obliged him to report on carrying out the mission 
to the instructor, the flight leader and then to the flight control officer. But 
the officer candidate did not do this. I congratulated him, but then asked why he 
had not done as he should. In response Shalonov merely shrugged his shoulders. 


It must be said that such conduct bothered me. It meant that the instructor pilot 
had devoted basic attention to flight training, but had omitted the questions of 
military indoctrination. We had to talk with the instructors on this subject, and 
remind them that any oversight on their part inevitably reflected on the development 
of the future officer. 


For example, in the cockpit an officer candidate does not fasten the headset, he 
flies without gloves or with broken glasses. What should be the response by the in- 
structor? Undoubtedly, he should demand that the officer candidate put his gear in 
proper order. 


Various forms of work help to strengthen flight discipline. For example, an impor- 
tant role is played by instrument monitoring. With the aid of the recordings of the 
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SARPP [automatic flight control system), it is possible to precisely determine the 
deviations in the flight parameters and trace the process of the development of 
skills. But, unfortunately, in the flight training section the officer candidates | 
are not given firm skills in deciphering the KZA [monitoring and recording equip- 
ment) recordings. The squadron instructors and specialists teach them this, and 
spend a lot of time on it. Ina flight it is not always possible to use the decod- 
ers. 


Moreover, the young aviators can be greatly helped by the socialist competition be- 
tween the groups in a flight and between the officer candidates in the groups in 
carrying out missions and in fulfilling the exercises and standards. A spirit of 
competitiveness makes it possible to achieve good results in flight training and to 
raise organization and responsibility for the outcome of the mission. The officer 
candidates are far from indifferent about which group or flight is ahead at present. 
It is merely a question of effectively assembling the data for analyzing the flights 
and giving the results of the competition, as well as an objective grade for each 
officer candidate. 


Question: What quality influencing the flight development of young aviators do you 
consider the most important? 


{[Answer:] Military Instructor Pilot lst Class, Capt V. Vinogradov. 


During the years of instructor work, I have also acquired certain observations. For 
example, a disciplined man, as a rule, prepares carefully for the flights and flies 

well. In this regard, I would like to mention the important quality of efficiency. 

From how the officer candidates listens to instructions or comments, how quickly and 
precisely he carries out an order or request from the instructor and senior chiefs, 

it is at times possible to judge how he will master the flight training program. 


With satisfaction I remember Officer Candidate Trabo, an exceptionally disciplined 
and efficient man. All that was said and shown to him was literally imbibed, he 
flew smoothly, almost without any comments. Or Officer Candidate Bozhenko. He was 
always neatly dressed, with good bearing, and scrupulous in everything concerning 
service and the flights. 


Here they have already spoken about subordination and proper relations between the 
officer candidates and officers. I would like to add my word here. At times a 
superior dresses down an instructor in the presence of an officer candidate or di- 
rectly over the radio during a flight. This undermines the authority of an instruc- 
tor, and causes harm to the instruction and indoctrination of the young aviators. 


Question: The instructors have voiced their opinion on a number of questions. And 
‘et do the future officers think about the role of discipline in flying? 


{[Answer:] MSgt V. Shchipanov, outstanding man in military training. 
Undoubtedly, disciplined and efficient persons better master the training program, 
and they have fewer mistakes and deviations. Here they have recalled Officer Candi- 


date Bozhenko. He was an exceptionally conscientious and efficient man and a good 
comrade. He was respected. At any time he would give you a hand. 
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But this cannot be said about Officer Candidate Gagizulin. He was lax with himself, 
he violated discipline and the internal schedule, and drank while on leave, Natu- 
rally, all of this reflected in the flights. He was strictly reprimanded. At a 
Komsomol meeting, comrades criticized him and warned that even stricter measures 
would be taken in the event of a repetition of the violations. Gazizulin promised 
to change his ways. 


I would also like to mention flight preparations, Under the leadership of an in- 
structor, we work a good deal with diagrams and notebooks. For example, we may 
draw a diagram, make calculations, and after this we must reason them out, that is, 
reproduce in our mind how this would appear from the standpoint of aerodynamics or 
the operation of the equipment. In other words, it is essential to understand com- 
pletely what stands behind each figure, sign or recording. And if time is not pre- 
cisely allocated for independent study and if one is distracted by each detail, 
then there is simply not enough time for the work, particularly as one must still 
fill out the notebook. 


The following happened to me. In preparing for a hooded flight, I did everything 
required, but did not think out the mission in detail. And I carried out the flight 
poorly. The instructor commented on this. Of course, after this I drew the appro- 
priate conclusions. 


In taking off we must have microphoto units in order to be able to view the SARPP 
tape immediately after the flight. When one carefully studies its recordings, one 
can recall the entire flight stage by stage, and one can immediately see what should 
have been done. I feel that this greatly disciplines the men. 


[Concluding editorial comment:] All the participants of the discussion were united 
by a love for the flying profession and by a desire to devote their energy and know- 
ledge to the training and indoctrination of future pilots. 


In the precongress socialist competition, the command and flight instructor person- 
nel of the school are attaining new successes and are endeavoring to fully carry out 
the obligations assumed in honor of the 26th CPSU Congress. 


COPYRIGHT: “Aviatsiya i kosmonavtika", 1981 
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NEW OFFICER TRAINING 
Moscow AVIATSIYA I KOSMONAVTIKA in Russian No 1, Jan 81 pp 34-35 


[Article by Military Pilot lst Class, Lt Col B. Novikov: "The Skille of the Young 
Grow Stronger") 


(Text) The path to the heights of flight skills starts in school and runs through 
all the service of an officer in the units. Success in the development of a pilot 
depends largely upon the pedagogical skill of the instructors of the young officer, 
the commanders and the political workers of the subunit. 


The preparations for welcoming the graduates of the higher pilot school in our regi- 
ment started long before their arrival. Considering the previously acquired experi- 
ence, the questions of quickly shaping up the new men were discussed at a conference 
of the regimental leadership. And in turn we directed attention to the selecting 

of the flight leaders who would train and indoctrinate the beginning pilots. And 
this is understandable as their competence and pedagogical experience largely deter- 
mine the success in training the young men. 


The command of the regiment and the air squadrons devoted a good deal of time and 
energy to the indoctrination of the instructors. The development of the flight 
leaders was regularly discussed at sessions of the pedagogical council, the regimen- 
tal party committee and the subunit party bureaus. Due to the effective work we 
have produced a number of skilled flight instructors and experienced and able edu- 
cators. 


On the eve of the ariival of the graduates, the unit held a special meeting with the 
flight leaders, and here the experienced combat pilots, the senior navigator of the 
regiment, Military Sniper Pilot Lt Col A. Shashenok, Military Pilot lst Class, 
Squadron Commander, Maj V. Baskakov, and the Deputy Squadron Commander, Maj M. 
Fedotov, and others told about the procedures for training the young men. The main 
thing, they emphasized, is to strictly observe the sequence of going through the 
program, to achieve sound knowledge and skills in the trainees, and without fail to 
consider the individual features of their characters and their abilities. 


The newly arrived officers were sent to the squadron of Maj V. Baskakov. Such a de- 
cision was based on the possibility, in the first place, of concentrating a maximum 
of effort for effectively carrying out the central problem of training the young men 
and ensuring successful advancement, and secondly, to organize the flights for the 
young combat pilots in a separate shift, as this would unite the collective more 
closely and increase the return from the flight day. 











The subunit cordially welcomed the officers, From talks with the commander and his 
deputy for political affairs, they learned about the glorious traditions of the 
squadron which for around 20 years has flown without any flight accidents. The 
lieutenants were told about the history of the unit and the organization of the 
socialist competition in the regiment and subunit. The leadership made a detailed 
study of the personel files of the officers. In individual talks, the commanders 
endeavored to become more fully acquainted with their subordinates, and ascertain 
the level of their flight and general theoretical training. 


The squadron commander set the specific mission of training the young officers in 
the shortest time so that they could solo on the new fighter interceptor. Intense 
work began. The lieutenants showed enviable tenacity in studying the aviation 
equipment and the flight area. They were given great help by the senior comrades, 
Officers Yu. Naydin, Ye. Dedov and N. Berezovskiy. Maj Dedov showed how to compile 
a personal exercise plan, and gave advice on better utilizing the literature and 
visual aids. The young officers took an active part in the socialist competition to 
thoroughly master the aircraft. In skillfully directing it, the squadron command in 
summing up the results of each exercise determined the best pilot. The names of 

Lts S. Galkin and |. Popko appeared most often. 


After completing the theoretical program, the drills on the special equipment and 
in the aircraft cockpit, and after taking the exams, flights began. They were pre- 
ceded by a session of the regimental pedagogical council. Then at one of its sec- 
tions they again thoroughly anal: zed the moral and psychological training in the 
mastering of the new equipment by the pilots of the previous class. Practical rec- 
ommendations were worked out te improve the effectiveness of retraining. 


And from the first flights it became apparent that the men who had thoroughly studied 
theory felt more confident in the air. For example, Lt S. Galkin steadily and stead- 
fastly attained a purity of flights, and adopted the experience of senior comrades. 
But this did not happen immediately for Lts V. Dzyuba and I. Khoroshilov. 


Officer Dzyuba found it impossible to handle flights under instrument weather con- 
ditions. He sharply felt his failure, he grew nervous, and for this reason made 

even more mistakes in determining his position in space. The squadron command had 

to work closely with him. Additional exercises were held. In training in the air- 
craft cockpit he worked on allocating his attention over the instruments until this 
had become automatic. The lieutenant conscientiously carried out all the recommenda- 
tions. The squadron commander assigned additional hooded flights for him with an 
experienced instructor. Several inspection flights showed that the effort had not 
been in vain, as the young pilot began to act confidently under the instrument fly- 
ing conditions. 


Lt Khoroshilov made many mistakes in landing. Help from the commanders and indus- 
triousness helped the lieutenant to quickly eliminate these shortcomings. 


In close contact with the party organization, the squadron command saw to it that 
each young pilot did not stop at the achieved level, but rather constantly improved 
his skills. Here special attention was paid to the precise observance of the prin- 
ciple of consecutiveness of instruction. The training of the pilots was planned in 
such a manner that each subsequent exercise and flight conformed to the formula of 
from the simple to the complex. And in the first 6 months the emphasis was put 
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mainly on the quality of mastering the exercises performed. The pilots worked on 
circling, flights into a zone, taking off and landing until they perfected these. 
The sound skills made it possible for them to subsequently successfully carry out 
more complicated missions. 


The commanders and the political workers were systematically concerned with the ef- 
fective use of training time and the quality of carrying out preliminary and pre- 
flight preparations. They regularly organized consultations, they selected the 
necessary literature and teaching aids, and created the appropriate conditions for 
fruitful independent study. The well-organized control over the readiness for 
flights provided an opportunity to instill high organization, discipline in the 
lieutenants, and prevent mistakes. 


We considered that the young officers would first go through the program for retrain- 
ing and classroom training. Each flight and each exercise for them were a beginning 
and at the same time a new stage in improving skills. For this reason, of important 
significance was the advice of the deputy squadron commander, Military Pilot lst 
Class Capt V. Mikhalev. He often reminded the young officers that a true fighter 
pilot could be made only out of a person who in each flight ultimately mobilizes 
himself to carry out the mission, and never feels that the peak has been reached in 
mastering an exercise. Officer Mikhalev showed great exactingness in checking on 
readiness, and made certain that the pilots had completely mastered the procedure 

for carrying out each exercise. 


The squadron leadership devoted a great deal of time and effort to analyzing the 
mistakes. Upon instructions of the commander, the instructor pilots kept special 
notebooks for this. Chief attention was paid to analyzing the mistakes made using 
the materials of the monitoring equipment. Here the instructors saw to it that the 
lieutenants were able to conduct such analysis themselves. 


We have endeavored to develop in the instructors pedagogical tactfulness and great 
exactingness combined with sensitivity and concern for the pilots. The experienced 
mentors endeavor not only to detect the mistakes and shortcomings, but also to 
point out all the valuable things and show the ways for further growth. The squad- 
ron leadership has done everything to encourage the pilots to analyze the physical 
essence of the processes occurring in the aviation equipment and the carrying out of 
the flight missions. 


For this purpose the commanders ask questions so that it would be impossible to give 
a simple answer of "yes" or "no." If a pilot is unable to provide an exhaustive 
answer, then comrades come to his aid or the assignment is given of preparing it for 
the following preliminary preparation. Such an approach provides an opportunity to 
work out the entire model of the flight down to the point cf being automatic, to 
thoroughly understand the physical essence of the phenomena, and significantly raise 
the effectiveness and quality of each preliminary training. 


Day after day the wings of the graduates grew stronger, and they advanced success- 
fully through the program. But we understand the work of the indoctrination and 
shaping of the young officers more broadly than simply pilot training. For this 
reason we endeavor not only to solve the problems of today, but also to anticipate 
the future. 








At present the young pilots are still not standing combat duty. However, the com- 
manders, the political workers and the activists even now are instilling in them 
the qualities essential for the exemplary execution of this very important mission, 
and are indoctrinating in them a feeling of high personal responsibility for the 
security of the air frontiers of the motherland, The arsenal of means for such 
work is extensive and includes lectures, conversations, and talks with veterans of 
the Great Patriotic War and the Armed Forces and the pacesetters of the Tenth Five- 
Year Plan. Upon the initiative of the party bureau, in the squadron it has become 
traditional to have meetings with the masters of combat employment such as the 
military sniper pilots, Officers Yu. Naydin and Ye. Decoy. 


We see in the lieutenants future aviation commanders. For this reason, from the 
very outset of officer service, we steadily instill in them the skills of indoctrin- 
ation, and widely involve them in social life. Thus, the Komsomol members of the 
squadron entrusted Lt S. Galkin with heading the subunit Komsomol committee. Lt I. 
Popko was elected a member of the party bureau, and Lt A. Andrianov the flight 
Komsomol group organizer. All the young pilots have social assignments in accord 
with their inclinations and capabilities. 


The new training year is marked by a significant event, by the active preparations 
for the 26th CPSU Congress. Inspired by the decisions of the June and October 

(1980) plenums of the CPSU Central Committee, the young pilots, like all the aviators 
of the regiment, are increasing their successes in air skills, and are ably using 

the experience of senior comrades for improving military expertise. 


COPYRIGHT: "Aviatsiva i kosmonavrika"”, 1981 
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FLIGHT, WEATHER CONDITIONS DESCRIBED 


Moscow AVIATSIYA I KOSMONAVTIKA in Russian No 1, Jan 81 p 36 
{Article by Capt S. Tolstoy: "The Weatherman Was Reading an Article") 


[Text] We talked in detail with the weather specialist, Sr Lt M. Luzgin, but, I 
must say honestly, there was no frank conversation, as the officer avoided it. And 
he was to blame for a very serious potential flight accident. 


During the day the helicopter pilots were flying under instrument flight conditions. 
And in the evening, after resting, having received the commander's instructions, the 
crews again took to the skies. 





The weather deteriorated, and for this reason the flight control officer, Lt Col V. 
Nazarov, carefully watched the development of the weather situation, asking the 
crews in the air about it, and observing how visible were the airport lights. Ini- 
tially nothing caused any particular concern, and the officer allowed new crews to 
take off. However, concern gradually enguifed him, and without understanding the 
reason causing the concern, Lt Col Nazarov acted with increasing efficiency and at- 
tention. 


At the same time, the visibility of the ground markers had noticeably decreased. 

A scarcely noticeable halo appeared around the landing lights. And then the flight 
control officer realized that he had been bothered by the possibility of the rapid 
formation of a dense ground fog. 


Officer Nazarov immediately took the microphone intending to ask the pilot coming in 
for a landing how the airfield could be seen from the air. And at that very moment 
he noticed that the landing light went out on the helicopter. The experienced 
flight control officer realized that the crew commander had taken the only correct 
decision in such an instance. The problem was that the shroud of thick haze, in 
absorbing the light beam, not only cut off the pilot's view of the ground, but also 
formed a screen around the aircraft which greatly impeded the piloting of the heli- 
copter. 


"Everyone be more attentive, maintain conditions more precisely, and pilot only by 
instruments," Lt Col Nazarov radioed immediately. "58, land according to my com- 
mands." 


Then he switched the intercom: 











— — — — = 





"Duty weatherman, what ia the humidity?" 


"90 percent,” replied Officer Luzgin who was on duty at the runway control. "I will 
check now." 
"Fog," thought Nazarov with concern. "But why did it form? There was not a word 


about it in the weather forecast. Sr Lt Luzgin also did not caution about this." 


But there was no time to reflect as there were still six helicopters in the air. 
He had to act quickly and with maximum precision. The developing situation could 
lead to severe consequences. 


Lt Col V. Nazarov had great experience in flying. In giving precise commands, he 
brought in all the crews. Due to the profound knowledge and firm skills of the 
flight control officer and of the flight personnel carrying out the mission, every- 
thing ended safely. And only then did Sr Lt Luzgin excitedly report over the inter- 
com: 


"Humidity 98 percent...." 


They made a detailed analysis of the potential air accident. Additional exercises 
were conducted with the weather specialists on forecasting the formation of fog. 

In a special log they wrote that the reason for the aborting of the flights had been 
poor weather support. The duty weatherman was not following the state of the actual 
weather, and did not report on changes in the amounts of microelements up to criti- 
cal values. Officer M. Luzgin was reprimanded. 


With this one could have put an end to the story wishing that the Komsomol member, 
Sr Lt Luzgin, in the future would be more conscientious in carrying out his service 
duties and stand duty more attentively, intelligently and circumspectly. But this 
was not the end of the story. However strange it may seem, Luzgin felt that he was 
unjustly punished. He did not agree with the decision of the flight control officer 
or the conclusions of the command. 


"But what could I have done?" said the senior lieutenant indignantly when we met. 
"If { could have [ would have put up a plywood shield against the fog...." 


The mentioning of a shield is certainly not appropriate in assessing the ironical 
situation. But Luzgin, without noticing this, accused everyone except himself. 

lie accused the pilots for not reporting on the change in the weather, and if they 
did report it, it was not received over the airwaves, as at that time the extension 
loudspeaker was not on in the room of the duty weatherman. The flight control offi- 
cer was accused for not having sent out a special crew to reconnoiter the weather. 
And in conclusion, he added: 


"I should have written out a storm warning and totally cancelled the flights." 


This was not required from weatherman Luzgin, but rather a conscientious performance 
of his duties, and true concern for the growth of the skills of the pilots. Un- 

doubtedly, it is a very difficult thing to precisely predict the weather whenever it 
is variable. But even if for some reason it is not possible to predict an approach- 
ing danger, during flights, having spotted a deterioration in the weather conditions, 
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one must be doubly vigilant. A close look out the window would have made Sr Lt 
Luggin realize that the halo shining around the airfield lights was a dependable 
indication of a rise in the relative humidity in the area, Certainly the flight 
control officer, Lt Col V. Nasarov, was alerted. And the weatherman had available 
very dependable special devices. He merely had to make two or three measurements 
to establish the increase in humidity. Alas, Lusgin simply did not notice all ite 
critical readings. And it is no wonder as during the flights the weatherman was 
reading an interesting article. 


The lose of professional vigilance is an alarming symptom. Such an illness can be 
cured only by high exactingness not only from the commanders, but also from the 
community. At the same time, it ie disconcerting that by the time of our meeting 
with Sr Le Luggin, the Komsomol organization where he is a member, had not responded 
in any way to what had happened. 
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AERIAL PHOTORECONNAISSANCE EXERCISE 
Moscow AVIATSIYA I KOSMONAVTIKA in Russian No 1, Jan 81 p 37 
[Article by Engr-Jam (Res) V. Trifonov: "There Should Be Enough Film") 


[Text] A tactical flight exercise was underway. The crews were carrying out diffi- 
cult missions in reconnoitering ground targets. One of the aircraft had already 
flown twice, and both times the combat pilots did not make any comments on the work 
of the equipment. The engineer and technical personnel readied the aircraft for a 
third sortie. 


Little time remained. The subordinates of Officer M. Kalinochkin removed the full 
receiving casette, and put a new one in its place. Then they checked the equipment. 
Having made certain that everything was in proper working order, they made the proper 
note in the check sheet, and calmly left for the squadron hut. 


In the meanwhile, as  ubsequent events were to show, before the new sortie, they 
should have checked the amount of film in the feed casette without fail. According 
to the work sheet, thie should have been done by WO ["praporshchik"] V. Bezrodnov. 
And Lt Tech Serv M. Kalinochkin who at that time was acting as the group chief should 
have inspected his work. But these aviation specialists proceeded differently. 


“How ia the film?" asked Kalinochkin of Bezrodnov. 


"There should be enough," replied the warrant officer, without, however, checking 
how much remained on the counter. 


"Then let's close the hatch,” concluded the officer. 
Here was inefficiency and a deviation from the requirements of production discipline. 


This time they got by. The crew was to make two passes to reconnoiter the target. 
Having made the first, the flight control officer commanded it to make a second 
pass, only simulating the use of the equipment. When the navigator flipped the 
necessary switches, the “failure” light went on. It is easy to understand that if 
the conditions had remained as before, the crew would not have carried out its mis- 
sion. This instance was analyzed with all the engineer and technical personnel of 
the unit. Officer Kalinochkin and WO Bezrodnov were strictly punished. And the 
equadron did not forget about what happened. Once, when they were waiting for 
flighte, they began talking about efficiency and attentiveness of aviation 
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specialists, the interaction and influence of these factors on the quality and speed 
of readying the equipment for a second sortie. Gradually more and more men were 
drawn into the discussion. The tone was set by one of the best TECh [maintenance 
unit) chiefw of the flights, the communist, Sr Lt Tech Serv A. Zverev, who had the 
rating of an expert. 


"A shortage of time," said the aircraft technician, Officer V. Belyy, "in a way 
urges me on and forces me to be even more attentive and collected," 


"But I hurry in euch a situation,” frankly admitted Lt Tech Serv A. Slipushenko, 
“and hence the probability of making a mistake. Of course I have less experience 
than Belyy. Probably, for this reason I make errors." 


"The more sorties an aircraft makes in a shift," said the third aviation specialist 
voicing his opinion, "the more probable a failure is. By the end of the flight 
fatigue occurs and this dulls vigilance." 


Each of the officers gave examples from personal practice to substantiate his words. 
Sr Lt Tech Serv A. Zverev in conclusion said: 





"Neither nighttime nor fatigue can justify mistakes in flight support. I have 
thought a great deal about this, and have reached the conclusion that the success 
or failure of a specialist depends solely upon hie discipline, efficiency, and a 
high sense of responsibility for the assigned job." 


The experienced aviator was absolutely right. Efficiency and punctuality are a de- 
pendable barrier against any sort of unpleasantnesses. I remember the following 


case. 


At that time Officer Zverev was carrying out the duties of the deputy squadron com- 
mander for the aviation engineer service [TAS]. A tactical flight exercise was 
approaching for the subunit. Zverev realized that the work would be intense as 
there would not be enough specialists. According to the plan of the exercise a 
rather large number of aircraft sorties was envisaged with minimum time intervals. 
Some thought had to be given to this. 


The officer approached the solving of the pendiny ~~~)! 95 in a business-like manner, 
as the instructions require. First of all he muaeied in detail the actions of the 
engineer and technical personnel in fueling the aircraft “here was one conclusion: 
in order to prevent delays, fueling had to be organized by the combined method, 

that is, from the centralized network and using the fuel trucks. And here Zverev 
spoke with each aircraft technician about how this woul. .. done. 


Detailed instructions were received by the flight TECh chiefs and by the group 
chiefs concerning the placement of the aviation specialists, the organization of co- 
operation, and work in the event of problems. Moreover, alternative actions were 
worked out with a change in the situation or the number of flights, and also for un- 
announced inputs such as contamination of the airfield, the evacuation of equipment 
from the strike area, and so forth. Subsequently this also came in handy. 


Zverev compiled a planning table. In the process of the tactical flight exercise, 
in showing great exactingness, he carefully supervised the work of his subordinates, 
and saw to it that everyone acted smoothly and precisely. 
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The squadron LAS specialists at that time received an excellent grade for flight 
support. 


And here Lt Tech Serv Kalinochkin had not shown such efficiency, principledness and 
the ability to correctly plan his work, The lamentable failure became a good lesson 
for the young officer, Subsequently, he had no critical comments on the readying 

of the equipment for flights. 


In my view, the most important indicator of an aviation specialist's efficiency is 
the desire to help a comrade. An aircraft is a collective weapon, and the role of 
mutual aid will grow as the equipment becomes more advanced. In addition, in this 
can be seen 4 manifestation of concern not only for personal success, but also for 
the affairs of the entire subunits as a whole. 


The trainer of Sr Lt Tech Serv P. Shirshov had made its fifth landing. In inspect- 
ing the aircraft, the officer concluded that the tires of the nose wheel should be 
changed. But little time remained until the next sortie. The experienced special- 
ist G. Gryveha, A. Mayorov and others offered to help P. Shirshov. The work Lliter- 
ally flew in their able hands, and everything was completed in the shortest time. 
Because of this they succeeded in carrying out a mission which was very needed for 
the growth of pilot skills. 


Practice shows that many mistakes occur because of negligence. It happens that a 
technician or a mechanic completes the job assigned him, but does not take the 
trouble to inspect in what state he is leaving the work area. Such forgetfulness 
is particularly dangerous in working in the cockpit. 


The pilot Officer P. Shemonayev had successfully carried out a mission. A short 
time later he was instructed to make a second sortie. Having taken his seat in the 
cockpit, Shemonayev, following a habit developed over the years began to inspect it. 
He quickly detected that the switch connected to the controls of the engine after- 
burner mode was in the “on” position. Hence, those who had been in the cockpit be- 
fore the pilot had inadvertently tripped the switch, but later had not bothered to 
check whether or not the pilot's seat was in proper order. It is easy to understand 
that in the sky the combat pilot would have fallen into a difficult situation. 


It is essential to precisely observe the requirements of the instructions both on 
major and minor matters. Unfortunately, certain aviation specialists feel that in- 
significant omissions do not cause any harm. The given facts again affirm that this 
is not the case. 
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[Article by Col Gen A. Lizichev, deputy chief of the Main Political Directorate of 
the Soviet Army and Navy: "To Increase the Effectiveness of Ideological Influence") 


[Text] Our nation is on the threshold of an historic event with very little time 
remaining until the start of the 26th CPSU Congress. Along with the more than 1/7 
million communists, all the workers are actively preparing for the summit party 
forum of the nation. And this is natural because the party's cause for us is always 
a vital concern of the people. The Soviet people and the men of the Armed Forces 
with an enormous patriotic upsurge have welcomed the decisions of the June and 
October (1980) plenums of the CPSU Central Committee, and are fully determined to 
greet the party congress with new achievements in creative labor and in strengthen- 
ing the economic and defense might of the fatherland. 


Our party, rallied closely around the Leninist Central Committee and the Central 
Committee Politburo headed by Comrade L. |. Brezhnev, and relying on the strong sup- 
port of all the people, is moving toward its 26th congress full of creative forces, 
social optimism, and a profound conviction in the historical rectitude of the great 
cause of peace and communism. 


In solving the problems of communist construction, the party pays exceptionally im- 
portant significance to the all-round development of the «piritual life of Soviet 
society and shows great concern for improving ite .<vsogical and political indoc- 
trination activities. As is known, the 25th CPSU Congress paid enormous attention 
to the problems of the forming of a new man, the builder of a communist society. 
The congress put forward specific tasks in the area of improving all levels of ideo- 
logical work and aimed at establishing in the conscience »%f the workers, and above 
all the younger generation, a profound communist conviction, Soviet patriotism and 
proletarian internationalism, pride for our Soviet motherland, and a readiness to 
come to the defense of the victories of socialism. These tasks were further out- 
lined in a whole series of decisions of the party Central Committee among which a 
special place is held by the Decree of the CPSU Central Committee "On Further Im- 
proving Ideological and Political Indoctrination Work." 


During the time which has passed since the ratification of the decree of the CPSU 
Central Committee, in the Army and Navy a great deal has been done to carry out the 
demands of this important party document. As a result of the constant ideological 
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and organizational activities of the military councils, the commanders, political 
bodies and party organizations, there has been a marked strengthening in the ideo- 
logical impact on the personnel. The men have become more and more familiar with 
the works of the founders of Marxiem-Leniniem, the decisions of the CPSU and the 
works and speeches of Comrade L. 1. Brezhnev. In the activities of the military 
cadres and in propaganda work, one can more clearly see a desire to creatively ana- 
lyze the involved processes of modern social development, the new phenomena of 
domestic and international life, and the problema of military organizational de- 
velopment. 


There has been a more tangible link between ideological work and the life of the 
troop collectives and the tasks in the area of increasing vigilance and combat 
readiness of the subunits, units and ships, improving field, air and sea skills of 
the personnel, mastering the involved military equipment and weapons, carrying out 
the accepted socialist obligations and strengthening military discipline. The very 
process of military training and the standing of duty are being more and more ef- 
fectively used in the interests of indoctrinating courageous and able defenders of 
our motherland. 


The offensive nature of ideological work in the Army and Navy is continuing to de- 
velop. This is convincingly apparent in the growing support for all that is new and 
advanced by the propaganda and agitation media, and in the struggle against any- 
thing that impedes advancement and the achieving of higher results in military and 
political training. At the same time, the proper accent is being made on the ques- 
tions of the ideological struggle between the two social systems. The content is 
being enriched and the forms of work are becoming more diversified aimed at unmask- 
ing the imperialist proponents of the Cold War, bourgeois, Maoist and revisionistic 
concepts, at indoctrinating in the personnel an immunity to an alien ideology and 
morality, as well as at increasing political vigilance. The military is being bet- 
ter informed politically, and their greater spiritual needs and growing incerest in 
the events of domestic and international life are being more fully satisfied. 


The commanders, the political bodies and the party organizations have recently under- 
taken a number of measures aimed at further increasing the effectiveness of the 
basic forms of political training for the personnel, namely Marxist-Leninist train- 
ing for the officers, political studies for the warrant officers ["praporshchik" and 
“michman"], political exercises for the soldiers, sailors, sergeants and petty offi- 
cers, as well as exercises in the system of party studies, economic education and 
Komsomol political education. Marxist-Leninist studies have begun to better equip 
our military and command personnel with a methodology for solving the urgent prob- 
lems of military theory and practice and the diverse questions of training and in- 
doctrination. This has been largely aided by scientific and practical conferences, 
particularly those on the works of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev. There has been tangible 
benefit from the introduction of a special curriculum for Marxist-Leninist training 
for the leadership. There is reason to assert that in the process of political ex- 
ercises, a more harmonious link has been achieved between the questions of political, 
military and moral indoctrination. The measures organized to help in the political 
studies of the servicemen have assumed a more planned nature. There has been an 
improvement in the organization of the ideological-theoretical and pedagogical train- 
ing of the regular and non-T/O propagandists and leaders of political studies for 

the personnel. in the system of party education and Komsomo] political training, 

a more differentiated approach has been carried out to determine the forme of 
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atudies and to make up the groupe, and the proportional amount of theoretical 
and pedagogical seminare has increased, 


At present we can rightly speak about the positive changes in all levels of ideo- 
logical work. But we would particularly like to emphasize that as a whole a sys- 
tematic approach has begun to be more confidently carried out in the troops in the 
area of organizing and conducting political indoctrination with the personnel, and 
concern is more obviously expressed for the quality of the agitation and propaganda 
measures. Along with the exercises under the political training plans, a better re- 
sult ie being achieved from the lecture propaganda, the verbal poli: cal agitation, 
the military presse and the other masse information media, and the r: te of the 
cultural and educational institutions. In lecture propaganda we s!) << note the 
established practice of setting up agitation and propaganda groups tor trips and 
speeches for the personnel of remote garrisons. The military press has begun to 
examine more vividly and effectively the social necessity and great state signifi- 
cance of military service and the participation of each serviceman in ensuring the 
high combat readiness of the subunits, units and ships. The cultural and education- 
al institutions have made a somewhat greater contribution to the spiritual develop- 
ment of the men, their moral and ethical indoctrination, and to the cultural serv- 
ices provided to the personnel under field conditions and during long ocean cruises. 
At present our facilities for ideological work have been noticeably strengthened. 
che leadership has begun to be more widely involved in propaganda and agitation, 

and the practice of holding unified political days has largely contributed to this. 


In carrying out the demands of the party Central Committee, the commanders, the 
political bodies, the party and Komsomol organizations are taking an active part 

in the noble cause of the military-patriotic indoctrination of the youth, and in 
preparing them for military service. There are strengthening and growing ties be- 
tween the troop units, the political bodies, the Army and Nevy party and Komsomol 
organizations and the local party, soviet and Komsomol bodies, the social organiza- 
tions and the ideological institutions, the DOSAAF organizations, and the Armed 
Forces veterans. The central and local press, movies, radio and television, the 
writers and cultural figures are making anever more noticeable contribution to the 
heroic patriotic indoctrination of our youth and the men of the Army and Navy. 


Ideological and political indoctrination work has intensified significantly in the 
Armed Forces during the period of preparations for the 26th Party Congress. Its 
influence is growing on carrying out responsible wv confronting the Army and 
Navy ~crsonnel. These tasks, as is known, are being carried out under the condi- 
tions of a difficult international situation and a growing ideological struggle on 
the world scene. Imperialist and Beijing propaganda is endeavoring to influence the 
minds of the Soviet people. Using the most refined methods and modern technology 
our ideological opponents have intensified their propaganda aimed at the Soviet 
Armed Forces, endeavoring by slandering Soviet reality to poison the minds of our 
military and to weaken their determination to defend the motherland and the great 
victories of socialism. But life affirms that all the machinations of our cnemies 
are doomed to failure. The personnel of the Army and Navy is showing ideological 
strength, and a correct comprehension of the events occurring in the world and the 
prospects of social development, and they recognize the perfidiousness and falseness 
of alien propaganda. The Soviet military profoundly feels its patriotic and inter- 
national duty, and they are constantly on guard and ready to deal a crushing rebuff 
to any aggressor. 
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A new training year is about to begin in the troops and fleets. The previous train- 
ing year was a step forward in the military advancement of the personnel. It was 
carried out in a situation of enormous political enthusiasm caused by the celebrat- 
ing of the 110th birthday of V, I. Lenin and the 35th anniversary of the victory of 
the Soviet people and their Armed Forces in the Great Patriotic War, by the deci- 
sions of the June (1980) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, and by the Decree of 
the Party Central Committee "On the Socialist Competition to Properly Celebrate the 
26th CPSU Congress." This enthusiasm was concretely expressed in the numerous 
patriotic undertakings of the Soviet military and in the widely developed socialist 
competition to properly celebrate the party congress. The precongress competition 
has aided actively in increasing the effect ess and quality of combat training, 
in increasing the number of outstanding sub.u.cts, units and ships, outstanding men 
in military and political training, and high-class specialists, and as a whole, in 
increasing the combat readiness of the troops and naval forces. And ideological 
work is also making a weighty contribution to this. 


In speaking at the June Plenum of the Party Central Committee, Comrade L. I, Brezh- 
nev said that in recent years we have acquired valuable experience in communist 
construction, We must carefully approach all that is positive in our work. At the 
same time it is essential to critically view the oversights and shortcomings. All 
that has been achieved in the area of ideological activities must be assessed pre- 
cisely from this viewpoint, and the ways determined for further improving this work. 
Around 4 months remain until the 26th Party Congress. Preparations for such a 
significant event require and time permits a significant step ahead to be taken in 
the cause of further increasing the effectiveness of ideological and political in- 
doctrination work, and to focus attention on its key problems. 


First of all it is important to focus all ideological resources on those areas of 
army and navy life where the success of the question is settled, and where a strug- 
gle is being conducted to ensure high combat readiness of the troops and naval 
forces, a rise in the quality of field, air and sea skills, and greater vigilance 
among the personnel. 


One of the main tasks of propaganda is to ensure the thorough assimilation by each 
serviceman of the party's conclusions on the balance of the political and military 
forces in the world, and to develop in the personnel an aware attitude toward the 
military threat as a harsh reality of our times. "All acquired experience, the ex- 
isting international situation, and particulary recent facts," stressed Comrade 

L. I. Brezhnev, “oblige us to keep our powder dry, to be steadfast in defending the 
cause of peace, and to remember our historic responsibility for the destiny of the 
motherland and all mankind."' This statement is of fundamental significance for or- 
ganizing ideological work in the Army and Navy. 


As experience shows, the political and indoctrinational activities bring the great- 
est effect in the instance when they directly reach the specific units and subunits, 
the specific combat training tasks and the personnel directly who above all deter- 
mine combat readiness, when here consideration is given to the "bottlenecks" and 
poorly solved questions, and when the indoctrinational possibilities of the social- 
ist competition are fully used in the interests of increasing combat readiness. 


Such an approach during the concluded training year has marked ideological work in 
the Belorussian Military District, in the Group of Soviet Forces in Germany, in a 
number of formations of the Strategic Missile Forces, and other armed services. 
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There is also much that is instructive in the activities of the political director- 
ates of the Turkestan and Central Asian military districts. 





At the same time it must be recognized that in ideological practices they have still 
not always achieved the proper influence on the specific components of combat readi- 
ness and on the basic areas for the military training of the personnel. They have 
not learned everywhere to make effective use of the indoctrinational possibilities 
of the socialist competition. Life indicates that in a number of places ideologi- 
cal work still has little impact upon developing in the personnel a great exacting- 
ness on themselves and subordinates, party intolerance of negative phenomena, and 
the developing of high personal responsibility for the state of affairs. 


The ideological work aimed at strengthening conscious military discipline is assum- 
ing the greatest importance in the general struggle to increase combat readiness. 
The misfortune is that the political indoctrination measures carried out often are 
not sufficiently aimed at solving the specific questions of strengthening military 
discipline or overcoming the most characteristic omissions. There have been in- 
stances when the plans for ideological work with the personnel are guilty of an 
overall approach, the absence of differentiation, by blandness, and do not fight, 

if it can be so expressed, against the specific shortcomings in discipline which are 
particularly inherent in a given unit or ship. The center of the indoctrinational 
impact on the personnel has not everywhere been shifted to the company and equiva- 
lent subunits. At times there is little propagandizing of the requirements of the 
oath and the regulations, or the effective methods for unifying the troop collec- 
tives, creating a healthy moral climate in them, and strengthening friendship and 
military comradeship. The legal propaganda superficially treats the sociopolitical 
importance of legal standards and lacks aggressiveness and acute condemnation of in- 
dividual antisocial actions and their specific perpetrators. 


It also happens that insufficient attention is given to the small subunits which 
are isolated from the troop units, as well as to individual indoctrinational work 
with persons inclined to violate discipline. Everywhere particular concern should 
be shown for arming the officer personnel, the warrant officers, the sergeants and 
petty officers with specific knowledge in the area of pedagogics and psychology, 
military ethics, as well as advanced experience in the indoctrination of soldiers 
and sailors. 


Often it happens that in words we willingly recog ° “he presence of positive qual- 
itative shifts occurring in the personnel, but in practice, in our organizational 
and ideological indoctrination activities, we do little tu consider these changes. 
In a number of instances we clearly lack militant rejection of all sorts of coarse- 
ness, callousness, indifference and other negative phenomena. 


In a word, and I would like to stress this again, ideological work in the area of 
raising combat readiness should be carried out actively for all its components, in 
all sections and areas. Here there are many unused reserves. On the basis of 
analyzing the results of the training year, these must be disclosed and carefully 
examined, and measures outlined and implemented which will ensure a more effective 
ideological impact on the key positions which determine a rise in combat readiness, 
an improvement in the quality of military and political training, and the strength- 
ening of military discipline. 





Preparations for the 26th CPSU Congress oblige all the workers on the ideological 
front to increase the scientific level of propaganda and agitation, and to give it 
even more aggressiveness and militancy, On this level the main direction is a pro- 
found and vivid disclosure of the historic role of the Leninist Communist Party and 
the showing of its indefatigable and fruitful work in creating communism and in 
strengthening the might of our state and its Armed Forces. In an ardent, accessible 
and inspired way it is essential to speak and write about the truly titanic activi- 
ties of the CPSU, and to show that precisely the party of Lenin is a remarkable ex- 
ample of an organic combining of revolutionary theory with revolutionary practices 
of the working class and with the historic creativity of the masses of people. It 
is important to convincingly show the role of the party congresses which have ex- 
pressed the strength of the collective wisdom of the party and the enormous 
ideological-theoretical and practical work which is constantly carried out by the 
Centrai Committee and its Politburo headed by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev. 


The curriculums and the availability of the required literature, teaching aids and 
the level of preparation of the propaganda cadres make it possible to do this ona 
skilled and scientific basis. As an example, take the political training system, 

In the new training year, a majority »%f the officer personnel will be studying the 
curriculum "The Policy of the CPSU--Mar.cism-Leninism in Action." The political 
studies of the warrant’ officers will be carried out following the curriculum "The 
CPSU--The Organizer and Leader of the Soviet People and Their Armed Forces." The 
curriculums for political exercises with the soldiers, sailors, sergeants and petty 
officers such as, for example, "Our Goal is Communism," and "On Guard for the Vic- 
tories of the Socialist Motherland" provide an opportunity to fully show the leading 
role of the party. In a word, there is sufficient good material for propaganda 

work and the possibilities for our propagandists are great. It is merely a question 
of being able to so organize things that the subject of the leading role of the 
party in the life of our society Tuns as a constant theme through all the verbal 

and printed propaganda. 

In all the forms of political studies, the new training year will commence every- 
where with a study of the subject "The Leninist Communist Party--The Mind, Honor 
and Conscience of Our Age.’ 


In making maximum use of the ideological wealth of our party in ideological work, 
it is essential to work steadfastly so that it has an evermore effective impact on 
the conscience and feelings of people and that in indoctrination the Leninist prin- 


ciple is strictly observed of a unity of word and deed. Precisely this principle 
is directly and inseparably linked with what makes our propaganda invincible, that 
is, its rectitude, realism and principled character. The close tie with life and 
specific tasks gives party propaganda convincing strength and turns it into a sharp 
weapon in the hands of able ideological fighters. 


Unfortunately, in propaganda work in the Army and Navy the principle of the unity of 
word and deed is still often violated. We still have people who say one thing in 
words but act differently in their life. They urge people to assume high obliga- 
tions but themselves do not fulfill them. In their verbal actions they talk about 
humility, tact and observance of moral standards, but themselves violate 

these standards. They argue about the benefit of criticism and self-criticism, but 
in fact avoid unsolved problems, hesitate to pose difficult questions and keep 
silent about shortcomings. Such an approach, as is pointed out in the Decree of the 
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CPSU Central Committee "On Further Improving Ideological and Political Indoctrina- 
tion Work," and the inclination for showiness do not help things, but merely impede 
the solving of common problems. The party teaches that where criticism and self- 
criticism are not honored, where there is insufficient publicity in social affairs, 
direct harm is done to the activeness of the masses. And an important source of 

the strength of the socialist system lies precisely in the activeness of the masses. 





Completely unjustified showiness, the mouthing «. ocial truths, and isolation from 
urgent questions of life--all o1 this significa .ti’ reduces the level of propaganda. 
Unfortunately, such a negative phenomenon has ¢ L not been completely eradicated. 


It is also important to raise the quality and efiectiveness of the measures aimed 
ac instilling in people a militant hostility to the fabrications of hostile propa- 
ganda, and the ability to assume an aggressive position in the struggle against 
bourgeois, Maoist and revisionistic ideology. 


It is no secret that our ideological opponents are inundating us with a muddy flood 
of falsehoods, and that they are refined in concocting anticommunist, pseudoscien- 
tific concepts, all sorts of distortions of the theory and practice of real social- 
ism, and falsified distortions of the leading role of the CPSU in building commu- 
nism. And the shameless slandering of socialism is combined in our class opponents 
with an evermore refined approach to the selected objects of propaganda, among 
which, as has already been pointed out, is the personnel of the Soviet Armed Forces. 
And not only the opportunists and splitters of all hues but also the special secret 
eervices of certain imperialist states are evermore involved in this slander. 


The scale of the anti-Soviet attacks can be seen from the fact that at present more 
than 400 subversive centers and organizations are presently working against our 
country. Directed against the USSR alone are the hostile broadcasts of 37 foreign 
radio stations with a total broadcasting volume of around 200 hours a day in 23 
languages of the Soviet peoples. Many such broadcasts are aimed at undermining the 
friendship of the Soviet peoples. This is why to safeguard and strengthen in every 
possible way the October-born great friendship of our peoples is one of the most im- 
portant tasks of propaganda and agitation. 


The duty of the ideological workers is not only to unmask the hypocrisy and false- 
ness of the propaganda hostile to us. The main thing is to attack it with pre- 
emptive ideological blows. We are strong in the _ .ac truth of historical develop- 
ment, the socialist system, the program for building communism, and the ideals for 
which we are fighting. This truth frightens our cnemies, and makes our position in 
the ideological struggle truly offensive. This is why in the propaganda work it is 
so important to clearly and convincingly show the all-rovnd flourishing of the 
material and spiritual forces of the world's first state of developed socialism as 
achieved under the leadership of the Communist Party, the greatness of the creative 
plans of the CPSU, and the nobility and purity of the intentions of the Soviet 
people and the men of the Army and Navy. 


This is all the more important because an aggressive struggle against hostile ideol- 
ogy and the propagandizing of our achievements and the Soviet way of life instill 

in the military a strong feeling of Soviet patriotism and pride for belonging to a 
socialist society, they shape high moral qualities and develop in them an activist 
position in life. 
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The preparations for the 26th Party Congress require a deeper content of ideologi- 
cal and political indoctrination work, the more flexible use of all its forms, and 
the complete covering of all categories of personnel by its influence, These tasks 
can be successfully carried out only on a basis of a more active and effective use 
of the comprehensive approach to organizing the entire question of indoctrination, 


In carrying out the decisions of the 25th CPSU Congress and the demands of the 
party Central Committee, the political directorate of the armed services, the mili- 
tary districts, troop groups and fleets to a significant degree have been able to 
arm the political bodies, the party organizations and the propaganda activists with 
the methods of a comprehensive approach and ensure a close unity of ideological- 
political, military and moral indoctrination considering the various categories of 
servicemen and the nature of the missions carried out by them. Such an approach 
has been more sharply apparent in the activities of the political bodies of the 
Strategic Missile Forces and the Baltic and Carpathian military districts. Here 
the party and Komsomol organizations are actively involved in the ideological in- 
doctrination of the men. The indoctrinational role of the socialist competition is 
seen rather clearly, and in the course of it political, military and moral factors 
are actively apparent The army community is actively involved in the moral develop- 
ment of the men along with the commanders, political workers and party organiza- 
tions. A comprehensive approach is being steadily introduced into the process of 
ideological indoctrination in the company, battery and equivalent levels. All of 
this has brought positive results. 


At the same time there is no reason to feel that all the problems related to the 
establishing of a comprehensive approach in ideological practices have been fully 
sclved. In some places the carrying out of this important requirement is still in 
the initial period. An optimum combination of all the areas and aspects of ideo- 
logical influence on the personnel is not always achieved. There is a iow propor- 
tional amount of measures which contribute to the moral indoctrination of the men. 
In this area the possibilities of lecture propaganda, cultural educational work and 
the military press are poorly utilized. Im the lecture and report plans, one rarely 
encounters subjects related to the moral make-up of the Soviet officer, his honor 
and dignity, and the level of conduct in service and everyday life. The lecture 
propaganda poorly depicts the tasks of indoctrinating high moral-political and mili- 
tary qualities in the servicemen and the strengthening of military comradeship and 
friendship. 


At times it happens that the work plans of the political bodies and party organiza- 
tions provide for a comprehensive approach to solving indoctrinational problems, and 
there is an ordered and coordinated system of measures. But when one carefully ana- 
lyzes what has been done, the picture is quite different. It is like a bad copy of 
a good original. There have been instances when the planned measures are carried 
out without proper preparation, without involving all the existing reserves, and 
without sufficient thought. In the plans and reports they sound rather good, but 
the benefit from them is poor. 


In this regard the following must be said. A comprehensive approach is an effective 
way for improving the quality and effectiveness of ideological work. But it must be 
introduced thoughtfully, without excessive rush. And of course, without a desire to 
accept the wished for as the real. 





A comprehensive approach to tadoctrinating the defenders of the motherland repre- 
sents one of the gost important conditions for successfully carrying out the tasks 
in the area of further strengthening the indoctrinational role of the Soviet Armed 
Forces. Thies wae emphasized at the conference held in June of the current year for 
the command an’ political leadership of the Army and Navy. 


The enormous volume and scope of ideological work which has already been widely 
developed and will continue to rise ase the 26th CPSU Congress approaches have posed 
the problem of broadening the front of ideological influence on the personnel and 
hence or increase in our ideological activists in the Army and Navy. 


In the units, formations and ships there is a large detachment of well-trained regu- 
lar propagandists. They, as a rule, have a higher education and a good deal of pro- 
fessional and living experience, and they successfully carry out their duties. But 
it is impossible to carry out all ideological indoctrination tasks with just this 
personnel. The political bodies should be concerned with actively involving in 
daily ideological activities the broad range of non-T/O propagandists such as the 
volunteer lecturers, members of the agitation and propaganda collectives and groups, 
the leaders of political training groups, political commentators and agitators. The 
non-T/O propagandists are a large force and a reliable support for the political 
bodies in ideological indoctrination. But this force must be skillfully directed, 
it is essential to find the best form for using it, and the ideological fighters 
equipped with theoretical knowledge and educational skills, and they must be better 
informed. 


The volunteer propagandists must be more actively involved in the unified political 
days. This form of political indoctrination which the party Central Committee has 
recommended resurrecting, has already proven effective in the troops. It plays a 
very important role in the system of political information for the personnel and in 
studying the mood of the servicemen, their needs and requests. It is also used for 
personal contact between the leaders and the masses and for creating a healthy moral 
atmosphere in the troop collectives. Where the political day is correctly and care- 
fully prepared for, the benefit from it is great. 


However, not everyone has still correctly understood the idea and aim of this in- 
teresting and very useful form of propaganda work. In our individual districts, at 
times a tendency can be observed to turn the unified political day into a day which 
is completely saturated with all sorts of meetin,., cunterences and instruction 
sessions. Frequently they forget about correctly selectine the audience tor 
speeches by the leading comrades. They have begua to speak sore rarely before the 
companies and equivalent subunits, and certainly the basic idea of the political day 
is to have such speeches. Control is not provided everwhere over the content of 
the speeches within the limits of the unified political cay, and there is not the 
proper generalization of the obtained information and the questions asked by the 
servicemen, let alone an eflective response to them. 


Such shortcomings are intolerable. The practices of holding the unified political 
days must be improved everywhere. At present this is an important channel for 
mobilizing the personnel to properly celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress. 


The coumanders, political bodies and communists should be particularly concerned 
with carrying out the demand of the Central Committee that each primary party organ- 
ization be a true center of daily ideological indoctrination activities. In the 





Army and Navy party collectives, a good deal of experience has been gained in the 
ideological and political indoctrination of the personnel. The party committees 

and bureaus are endeavoring to provide a constant ideological influence on all as- 
pects of the life and activities of the troops, as well as involve each communist 

in the process of indoctrinating the servicemen, And still there are many party 
organizations where such work is carried out unevenly and without the proper effec- 
tiveness. This also concerns the ideological life of the party collectives them- 
selves and ensures the influence of the party organizations on all ideological work 
in the unit or on the ship. 


Preparations for the congress oblige us to work even harder so that in all the pri- 
mry party organizations, without exception, the questions of ideological work hold 
one of the central places in their daily activities. Constant concern must be shown 
for the ideological conditioning of each communist, the responsibility of the commu- 
nist leaders must be increased for personal involvement in ideological indoctrina- 
tion, for giving a political ring to the tasks of combat training being carried out 
and in strengthening military discipline, while the influence of the party committees 
and bureaus must be strengthened on the quality and effectiveness of political train- 
ing in all its forms. For these purposes it is particuarly important to more fully 
utilize the opportunities which are provided by the reports and elections of the 
party bodies that are now being held. 


It is essential to make certain that the accountability reports and speeches at the 
meetings and conferences provide a profound and exacting analysis of the carrying 
out of the demands of the CPSU Central Committee upon ideological and political in- 
doctrination work, while the decisions taken should clearly outline the party meas- 
ures for further increasing the effectiveness and quality of all forms of political 
studies and ideological indoctrination activities. 


It is essential to point out that not everywhere have they as yet learned to cor- 
rectly assess the effectiveness of ideological work. Often it is judged depending 
solely upon the results of combat training. This can scarcely be considered just. 
Of course, the quality of carrying out combat training missions and the specific in- 
dicators for gunnery, tactical or special training to a significant degree do make 
it possible to judge the effectiveness of the training and indoctrinational process 
in the subunit, unit or ship. But in order to correctly assess the effectiveness of 
ideological work, it is essential to thoroughly analyze the entire life of the mili- 
tary collective, to get a feeling of its moral atmosphere, and become more closely 
acquainted with the people, their moods and needs. Not to consider this means to 
have a simplified approach to assessing ideological indoctrination and not to under- 
stand its essence. 


There is the other extreme when an effort is made to judge the state of ideological 


work from the number of measures carried out. But certainly we know instances when in 
a@unit or on a shio everything was in order in terms of the reporting. Political 
study groups had been set up and were working, various forms of propaganda and agi- 


tation were being used, and ideological questions were regularly discussed in the 
party organizations, but with all of this there was only the appearance of well be- 
ing. In fact this work was idling, and had no tangible effect on the moral atmos- 
phere in which the servicemen were living or on the real state of affairs in the 
troop collective. 
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It is quite apparent that the effectiveness of ideological work can be judged with 
sufficient accuracy only in examining the quantitative and qualitative indicators 

in an inseparable unity. Only taken as a whole do they more or less objectively re- 
flect all the complexity and dynamicness of the ideological indoctrination process. 


The Central Committee has demanded a further strengthening of party influence in the 
spiritual sphere and the establishing of a truly Leninist style in ideological work, 
that is, a creative style based upon a profound and strictly scientific understand- 
ing of the essence and nature of social phenomena and alien to formalism and exag- 
geration. As was pointed out at the all-Union conference of ideological workers, 
for the propaganda cadres to adhere to this style means to provide not only a good 
and effective organization and coordination of all ideological and political work, 
and provide effectiveness for the actions of all the ideological organizations and 
means of indoctrination, but also to be constantly in the thick of this work, to 
follow its results and respond to the growing spiritual needs of the masses. 


As a whole in positively assessing the specific measures carried out by the politi- 
cal bodies to strengthen effectiveness and to improve the quality of ideological 
work in the troops and fleets, it must be recognized that the efficiency from their 
efforts can and should be much more significant. In some places they have still not 
learned to constantly keep an eye on, to study and profoundly analyze the most im- 
portant problem questions in the ideological and political indoctrination activi- 
ties of the commanders, political workers and party organizations, they are unable 
to objectively assess the state of affairs and work out and implement sound recom- 
mendations to eliminate shortcomings in this area. 


The ideological workers as yet do not always show proper efficiency and the ability 
to focus their efforts on the most essential problems and areas of their activities, 
to find the main link, the seizing of which makes it possible, in using Lenin's 
words, to move the entire chain and bring about an improvement in the entire ideo- 
logical indoctrination process. At times we are distracted by the quantitative as- 
pect of the question, and plan measures without considering the available resources 
and real opportunities. Naturally such a style leads to formalism and to a lower 
quality in indoctrination efforts, and undermines the authority of the propaganda 
word. 


In order to avoid such shortcomings, it is essential to ‘utter organize and direct 
the studies of the Army and Navy propagandists a... aii the ideological activists, 
to promptly orient and inform them, to make constant demands on the people involved 
in the ideological indoctrination of the military, and at the same time show them 
high trust and attention which they rightly merit. 


We have all the necessary possibilities for effectiveiy and qualitatively carrying 
out the ideological tasks, and for improving the indoctrination system for the armed 
defenders of the socialist motherland. It is a question of how we can better util- 
ize the constantly growing ideological wealth of a developed socialist society, the 
availability of well-trained personnel, and strong propaganda and agitation facili- 
ties. Certainly this creates good prerequisites for increasing the effectiveness 

of ideological work in all its levels and for overcoming the still existing weak- 
nesses and shortcomings. 











The indoctrinating of the Soviet military in a spirit of communist conviction, high 
political awareness, wholehearted loyalty to the party's cause, and a readiness to 
steadfastly defend our socialist victories with weapons in hand is the main thing 
in the ideological work carried out by the commanders, the political bodies, the 
party and Komsomol organizations and the Army and Navy propagandists. In being 
guided by the instructions of the party Central Committee, they must constantly see 
to it that all the means of our ideological arsenal actively influence the reason 
and hearts of the men, increase their social activeness, encourage them to honestly 
and conscientiously carry out their duty to the motherland, and mobilize the person- 
nel to properly celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress. 
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NAVAL FORCES: EFFECTIVENESS OF LONG-CRUISE TRAINING 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 21, Nov 80 signed to press 
22 Oct 80 pp 35-40 


[Article by Adm V. Chernavin, commander of the Red Banner Northern Fleet: "The 
School of Ocean Cruises") 


[Text] The enormous upsurge in the political and labor activities of the Soviet 
people is one of the most characteristic traits of today. In the nation a socialist 
competition has developed broadly for successfully fulfilling and overfulfilling the 
plans of the concluding year of the Tenth Five-Year Plan and for properly greeting 
the 26th CPSU Congress. "Each congress," emphasized Comrade L. I. Brezhnev in his 
report at the June (1980) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, “has opened up new 
horizons for our party and country. I am confident that this will be the case with 
the coming congress which must define the strategy and tactics of the struggle in 
the coming stage of communist construction.” Firm conviction in our future is in- 
herent to our multinational people, and this conviction inspires them to new feats 
for the sake of strengthening the economic and defense might of the socialist 
fatherland. 


The personnel of the Red Banner Northern Fleet, like all the Soviet people, have 
unanimously approved of the wise domestic and foreign policy and the principled 
peace-loving course of the Communist Party and the Soviet state, and the measures to 
ensure the security of our motherland. In being constantly guided by the demands of 
the 25th Party Congress, the Northern Fleet sailors are -onstantly working to fur- 
ther raise combat readiness by the intensificatiun and effectiveness of the training 
process. This is also the objective of the political and -rganizational work car- 
ried out by the commanders, the staffs and political bodies, the party and Komsomol 
organizations, as well as the intense military labor of the sailors. Each day of 
combat training in the fleet is as full as possible. Ia cruises, flights and exer- 
cises the personnel constantly master the skills of conducting modern naval combat 
and learn to be victorious over a strong and technically well-equipped enemy. Here 
ocean cruises make up an important proportional amount. In confidently navigating 
through the cold Arctic regions and the hot equitorial latitudes, the Northern Fleet 
sailors honorably carry out the missions entrusted to them, they effectively improve 
their military skills, and show high vigilance, tenacity and courage, psychological 
strength and physical endurance. 


Ocean cruises have long become for the fleet the basic school of combat and naval 
skills. Precisely on long cruises, under various difficult climatic and 








hydrometeorological conditions, the Northern Fleet sailors learn to fully realize 
those high combat capabilities which are to be found in the materialization of de- 
sign and engineer thought, they steadily master new tactical procedures for con- 
ducting modern naval combat, and are tempered spiritually and physically. In the 
voyages of submarines and surface vessels through the world ocean, the most valu- 
able experience is engendered and this leads to an understanding of how the train- 
ing and indoctrination of the personnel should be organized in order to bring them 
as close as possible to modern demands. And we endeavor to use each particle of 
advanced experience for improving the training and indoctrination process, for 
bettering party political work, and for increasing the combat readiness of the 
ships, units and formations. 


A careful considerate attitude toward the lessons of ocean cruises and a thorough 
analysis of the results of each single or joint cruise of the ships to areas dis- 
tant from base are always an urgent problem for us. In this work the determining 
feature has been and remains that the chief objective of the ocean cruises is to im- 
prove the combat, professional and sea skills of the crews and increase the combat 
readiness of the ships. Considering this we organize the training of the sailors on 
long cruises and in every possible way strengthen the struggle to achieve high final 
results by each fleet collective. At present, at the finish of the training year, 
we are endeavoring to realize the demands of the June (1980) Plenum of the CPSU 
Central Committee to carefully approach the positive experience, to disseminate it 
actively, and to critically examine the oversights and shortcomings. In a word, we 
are working steadily for new heights in military training, service and discipline. 
This can be illustrated from the example of the ASW cruiser "Kiev." 


For several months its crew carried out difficult and responsible missions a great 
distance away from the base, and traveled more than a thousand ocean miles. Let us 
take a look at the life and activities of the personnel of this ship with particu- 
lar attention and zeal. The reasons are quite understandable. An aircraft-carrying 
vessel is the last word in Soviet shipbuilding. There was a time when the crew mem- 
bers had to learn a great deal, as they say, from scratch. For the personnel of the 
cruiser the years between the two party congresses were a period of conquering new 
heights in military skill. The sea and air skills of the ship's sailors and avia- 
tors increased constantly, the tactical procedures for using the ship and aviation 
military equipment and weapons were improved, and the cooperation and teamwork of 
the subunits were strengthened. 


In this regard the present year is particularly indicative. In competing to proper- 
ly celebrate the 110th birthday of V. I. Lenin, the 35th anniversary of the victory 
of the Soviet people in the Great Patriotic War and the forthcoming 26th Party 
Congress, the crew of the "Kiev" took a new qualitative step ahead in combat ad- 
vancement. It carried out all the missions of the ocean cruise with good and excel- 
lent evaluations. 


The combat training on the long cruise was marked primarily by the exceptionally 
high intensity. If one turns to the figures, it turns out that the number of gun- 
nery exercises, various drills, including those involving flights by the carrier- 
based aviation in the various situations doubled in comparison with previous cruis- 
es. Certainly these figures are not a revelation for us, and were provided in the 
combat training plans. The intense pace of military service was also set at the 
base. The achievement of the cruiser's command and the officers of the corresponding 
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ataff is that they were able to have @ creative approach to carrying out the train- 
ing plane and they thoroughly considered both the conditions under which the cruise 
would be carried out as well as the level of training and combat teamwork of the 
sailore and aviators, showing firmness, tenacity and initiative in carrying out what 
had been planned. 


This is seen, in particular, from the following fact. At the peak of training for 
the aviators, the hydrometeorological situation, deteriorated sharply. Should the 
flights be continued or not? It was not an idle question. Certainly the aviators 
have an unbreakable rule, that is, to fly boldly and daringly, but in no instance 
neglect the safety measures. Having done everything necessary to ensure the guaran- 
teed safety of the flights and the crews, the ship command and the aviation chiefs 
decided to continue the flights, and the best military aviators such as Sr Lt A. 
Sinkevich took off. The pilots and sailors demonstrated increased combat skills as 
well as high moral-political and psychological qualities. They acted skillfully 
under difficult conditions. 


The commander of the ship, the deputy commander for political affairs, and the 
party and Komsomol activists by their joint efforts in the crew created a situation 
of reciprocal exactingness, and intolerance of weaknesses and simplification in 
combat training or complacency, and they mobilized the ASW servicemen to effective- 
ly carry out all the missions confronting them. Strict planning discipline, organ- 
ization, and creative initiative in solving the questions of further increasing 
vigilance and combat readiness--here is what distinguishes this collective and 
makes its experience attractive and instructive for others. 


In the analyses, conferences and meetings of the party and Komsomol activists, the 
officers from the political bodies and the staffs disclosed the positive experi- 
ence of the commanders, the political workers, the party and Komsomol organizations 
of the ASW cruiser "Kiev" and the other leading ships, and mobilized the men to 
carry out shock military service to fulfill the decisions of the 25th CPSU Congress, 
the subsequent plenums of the party Central Committee and the tasks posed by the 
USSR minister of defense. 


Unfortunately, it must be stated that everything is not always gained from the ocean 
school. Such a conclusion is reached when one analyzes the state of affairs in the 
unit where Officer V. Shestakov serves. In 1979, this collective made definite 
headway. On the long ocean cruises, the ship cre -..éied out the combat training 
missions with high evaluations. But during the current year individual ones have 
marked time and have even surrendered the previously achieved positions. What are 
the reasons for this? There is every reason to assert that here the men to a cer- 
tain degree have become complacent and for this reason the intensity of training 

and its effectiveness have declined. At times precious cruise time was used un- 
productively, and the training and exercises with the personnel of the combat crews 
were conducted with interruptions and elements of simplification and laxness. The 
competition between the men at times lacked concreteness and professionalism. All 
of this was a consequence of the lessening of exactingness and the check on fulfill- 
ment by the commanders and staff officers, as well as the insufficiently effective 
political indoctrination. 


At the meetings of the staff party organization, the communists have repeatedly 
said that it was essential to carry out more gunnery exercises on each ocean cruise, 
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and more steadily introduce advanced expertence. But in practice far from every- 
thing is still done for this. In organizing combat training they do not always 
fully consider the capabilities of the training facilities, or the availability of 
materials allocated for combat training. At cimes provision is not made for their 
maximum rational use in the sea and ocean cruises for raising the level of the com- 
bat skills of the crews. Also not everything has been done to mobilize the sailors 
to successfully carry out the socialist obligations, and the generalization and in- 
troduction of advanced experience have not been organized in the best manner. Ln 


the unit there ere crews capable of skillfully carrying out any mission posed for 
them, However their experience is not made available to the laggards. This happens 
because the party bureau has not been concretely concerned with this question, And 
it generally doew not place strict demands on the communists for carrying out serv- 
ice and party dut r implementing the measures outlined in the plans and the de- 


Cisions approved by porty meetings. 


The effectiveness cf ocean cruises depends largely upon those who plan them and or- 


ganize and direct the training and indoctrination process. Consequently, it is im 
portant in every possible way to develop the responsibility tor the leadership for 
the assigned job. The decisions of the 25th CPSU Congress and the Decree of the 
Party Central Committee “On Further Improving [deological and Political Indoctrina- 
tion Work" emphasize the spec ial role of the leader in ensuring a omprehensive ap- 
proach to organizing indoctrination and achieving a close uni! in political, labor 
and moral indoctrination. hese demands apply totally to th ilitary personnel. 
Under our navy conditions, the purposetulness and effectiven Ol doctrination 
depend upon the active involvement of the solely-respor le commander in it and 
upon his ability t rely on the party and Komsomol orga ition ind to organize 
jOint work aimed at further creasing vigilance and combat 1 liness, strengthen- 
ing military discipline and instilling high moral qualities in the men. During long 
ocean vovages, the unit tf organizational and ideological wor ind the commander's 
political approach to the job operate, as experience has shown, as one of the main 
conditions for succ: ful military and politica. tratning and service 

[| would Like ¢t me back to the same ASwW cruiser! ey i tw art political work 
on the voyage here wa rganized in terms of the ty; ind ta t combat training 
in full accord with the party's requirements and the instructions of the USSR minis- 
ter of defense and th: t of the Main Political Directorat f the Soviet Army 
and Navy. T! el; t lize the personnel to further increase vigilance and 
combat readir , t t r ' tud tne equipment ind we ns, and t serve ettec- 
tively on the lon; 

The content and tly t f the mMissior irt t ruiser personnel gave 
rise to new anh rol en thy ommanders, 


polit al workers, rt OTT T [ Ta 








ensuring the safety of the crews and flights. It must be pointed out that the 
cruiser commander and the commander of the aviation subunit along with the politi- 
cal workers were constantly concerned that each meeting of the primary party organ- 
ization or party group be carried out on a high professional level, and that the 
efforts of the communists and the entire military collective be firmly and consist- 
ently aimed at increasing the quality and effectiveness of combat training. The 
active involvement of the commanders and staff officers in party political work on 
the ocean cruise brought positive results and strengthened the service and party 
authority of the leaders. 


It must be said that after the 25th Party Congress the command and the political 
directorate of the fleet have devoted and are devoting a great deal of attention to 
improving the style of work of the ship commanders. And this has brought positive 
results. The commanders of the outstanding nuclear submarines such as Rear Adm V. 
Naumov and Capt lst Rank V. Rogovoy have also proven to be able organizers of the 
training and indoctrination process. Inherent to both commanders are party loyalty 
and competence, a political approach to the job, a feeling for the new, efficiency 
and initiative, and a high sense of responsibility to the party and the government 
for the constant combat readiness of the ships assigned to them. They have a good 
knowledge of their subordinates and of the state of affairs in each subunit and in 
relying skillfully on the party organization they carry out great organizational 
and indoctrinational work. 


It is worthy of note that the ship collective headed by the communist, Capt lst Rank 
V. Rogovoy, took over the baton from the initiator of the competition, the crew of 
the missile-carrying submarine "60 Let Velikogo Oktyabrya."” The tradition estab- 
lished by the crew, that is, of carrying out all the missile firings like a sniper, 
has become a law also for the other crew of the missile submarine. Recently the 
boat completed an ocean cruise with high marks. Capt lst Rank V. Rogovoy did not 
conceal his satisfaction together with all the crew. "The basic work area of a 
submarine commander is the control center," he said. "But from the first to the 
last day of the ocean cruise I knew what was going on in each compartment. The com- 
munists kept me informed on the course of events and helped ne put the submariners 
on a combat footing.” We feel that this statement by the commander could not better 
the description of the style of his activities. 


The commander and the political worker, in using the influence of the party organiza- 
tion, during the voyage maintained constant contr --ec the training of the offi- 
cers, the warrant officers ["michman"] and the sailors in regular service, and made 
certain that they constantly followed the principle of learning what was needed in 
war. In the course of the long voyage, upon the initiative of the communists, ac- 
tively supported by the commander,. many officers and warrant officers on the sub 
took their exams for a class rating ahead of time ana increased their skills. At 
present the crew in a minimum time can solve the problem of determining the boat's 
position in the ocean and making full use of the weapons, and ably prevents detec- 
tion of the boat. 


The continuous party political work on the boat contributed largely to the achievement 
of these and other successes in combat training. Indicatively, in the unit which 

the submarine is part of, great concern is shown for arming the commanders with 
practical skills in party political work. Here they regularly conduct courses and 
seminars and lectures and reports are organized. The chief of the political section 
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gives an important place to individual colloquiums with the coruanders, he care- 
fully studies their professional and party qualities, and is interested in how the 
commanders along with the political workers direct the activities of the party and 
Komsomol activists and improve their ideological level in the Marxist-Leninist 
training system. 


At present we can state confidently that over the years since the 25th CPSU Con- 

gress, due to the significant organizational efforts, it has been possible to raise 
the role of the socialist competition both in improving the quality of combat train- 
ing as well as indoctrinating the personnel, The skillful leadership of the compe- 
tition is one of the important indicators for the maturity of all levels of leaders. 


During the present period, in competing to properly celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress, 
the Northern Fleet sailors are constantly struggling to fully carry out the high 
socialist obligations assumed by them. And quite naturally, the example of fulfill- 
ing them has been set by the initiator of the competition in the fleet, the crew of 
the submarine commanded by Capt lst Rank V. Rogovoy. [In the collective a struggle 
has developed for lst-class and expert battle stations and command posts and to 
train the young sailors up to the level of 2d-class specialists within one training 
period, and to implement the planned-on time and with due quality. Of course, all 
of this has been achieved due to the close, coordinated efforts of the commanders, 
political workers, the party and Komsomol organizations. 


The staff and the political body of the unit have studied and generalized the ex- 
perience of the initiator and the other leading crews in organizing the socialist 
competition, and are making it available to all the ship crews. This is all the 
more important as at times one still encounters the phenomenon where after a cruise 
a ship draws up a detailed report, for example, on the activities of the command, 
the party and Komsomol organizations in ensuring effective training, the moral- 
political and psychological tempering of the crew and increasing the indoctrina- 
tional role of the competition. The report contains accurate observations, profound 
generalizations and instructive conclusions. In a word, it is a valuable experience. 
At the same time this report often is left lying in a safe. Such a situation is un- 
acceptable. Positive experience must be used carefully and efficiently. And they 
act correctly in the leading unit when the command of those ships which are prepar- 
ing for a long cruise are acquainted with effective methods fur organizing combat 
training and the competition. For example, good results are achieved by meetings of 
the crews in the course of which the submariners exchange experience on operating 
the equipment and weapons during an ocean voyage. Also beneficial are instruction 
sessions fcr t.° party and Komsomol activists, joint seminars, and so forth. 


Yes, during these years much of value has appeared in the socialist competition. 
The contests between the combat shifts on submarines and between the subunits on 
surface vessels are an effective form of mobilizing the men to struggle to achieve 
high final results in an ocean voyage. Another effective method is a competition 
between two ships, similar subunits or individual specialists in the units and for- 
mations. This is carried out according to the missions and standards, and is aimed 
at dependable servicing of equipment and surpassing the standards, as well as vigi- 


lant standing of the bridge watches. On the same ASW cruiser “Kiev” in the course 
of ocean voyages, new forms of competition have arisen between the aircraft crews 
and the officers of the tactical helicopter groups. Precise evaluation criteria 
have been worked out for such rivalry. Here a competition among the watch officers 


has also been skillfully organized. 
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The fleet Komsomol has also come up with many useful initiatives helping to in- 
crease training effectiveness on long cruises. Not so long ago the Komsomol organ- 
ization of the outstanding nuclear submarine "Leninets" appealed to the Komsomol 
members and youth of the fleet to set a precongress shock watch and develop a com- 
petition under the motto "Our Military Service for the Motherland and Party, and 

A Proper Greeting for the 26th CPSU Congress!" The submariners assumed increased 
socialist obligations. This patriotic initiative has been picked up on in all the 
Komsomol organizations and this undoubtedly will increase their contribution to the 
successful conclusion of the training year and to the struggle for an advanced ship 
and an advanced formation. 


The Communist Party has confronted the Armed Forces with the responsible task of 
guarding the peaceful labor of the Soviet people and being a bulwark of universal 
peace. The Northern Fleet sailors are profoundly aware that the complexity of the 
present international situation, the ever-increasing arms race in the United States 
and the other NATO countries, the closer siding of the reactionary imperialist 
circles with the Beijing hegemonists and the greater military threat caused by 
this oblige them day after day to increase vigilance and strengthen combat readi- 
ness. To be constantly on guard, to dependably protect the sea perimeters and 
state interests of the beloved motherland and the great victories of socialism-- 
with these thoughts and aspirations the personnel of the Red Banner Northern Fleet 
is living and standing the precongress watch, they are steadily improving combat 
skills on ocean cruises and are preparing to properly celebrate the 26th CPSU 
Congress. 
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MILITARY THEORY: ENGELS' CONTRIBUTION REVIEWED 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 21, Nov 80 signed to press 
22 Oct 80 pp 41-48 


[Article by Candidate of Historical Sciences and Docent, Col P. Martsikh: "The 
Great Military Theoretician of the Working Class; On the Occasion of the Birthday 
of Friedrich Engels"] 


[Text] Friedrich Engels was one of the founders of scientific communism and the 
faithful associate and closest friend of Karl Marx. The great leaders of the work- 
ing class and all toilers gave the world an unsurpassed example of a unity of names 
and minds, of inseparability of the richest theoretical heritage and indivisibility 
of joint revolutionary and practical activities over many years. Undoubtedly K. 
Marx played the leading role in creating the revolutionary proletarian teachings. 
But it is also generally recognized that revolutionary science was worked out by 

K. Marx in close collaboration with his like-thinking friend F. Engels. It is im- 
possible to understand Marxism and it is impossible to treat it fully, emphasized 
V. I. Lenin, without considering all the works of Engels. 


Friedrich Engels made an inestimable contribution to elaborating military questions 
which hold an important place in the theory of Marxism and the revolutionary prac- 
tices of the proletariat. K. Marx repeatedly noted the particular accomplishments 
of his comrade-in-arms in studying these problems. V. I. Lenin also had high re- 
gard for the military theoretical heritage of F. Engels. He described him as a 
great expert on military affairs, and urged the workers to comprehend military 
science and when necessary to apply military knowledge in practice for carrying out 
revolutionary tasks. 


In the process of an unique “division of labor" which developed in the activities of 
the founders of scientific communism, F. Engels to a greater degree than K. Marx was 
concerned directly with military problems. This stemmed from the necessity of pro- 
viding an opportunity for K. Marx to work out in detail the other fundamental ques- 
tions of revolutionary theory. An important role was also played by the circum- 
stance that F. Engels constantly showed great interest in military affairs, he 
studied military history with his inherent scrupulousness and passion, and was a 
highly crudite specialist in this area of knowledge. Moreover he acquired 

military skilis when he served in the artillery and acquired practical experience 
in armed combat in Germany in the revolution of 1848-1849, including in the rebel 
detachment of A. Willich which was active in Pfalz and Baden. "After his involvement 
in the Baden Campaign,” wrote K. Marx, “Engels made the study of military questions 
his specialty" (K. Marx and F. Engels, "Soch.” [Works], Vol 29, p 475). 
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F. Engels drew rich material for working out military theoretical questions not 

only from the history of previous wars. The bases of proletarian military science 
were created by him primarily from the experience of the first independent politi- 
cal actions of the working class, the revolutions of 1848-1849, the Paris Commune, 
the national liberation movements of peoples, as well as the wars which became a 
constant accomplice of developing and maturing capitalism and which left their harsh 
impression on many pages of 19th Century history. 


There was not in any way a single significant military-political event for which F. 
Engels did not provide a truly scientific and class assessment. There was not a 
Single military theoretical problem which did not find a solution or depiction in 
his works. F. Engels wrote a number of works on military questions. These included 
such major works as "The Armies of Europe," "The Po and the %hine," "Savoy, Nice and 
the Rhine," "The Military Question in Prussia and the German Workers Party," "Notes 
on the War in Germany,” "Can Europe Disarm?" and others. The very titles of the 
military works by F. Engels, for example, such extensive articles as "Army," “Artil- 
lery," "Attack," "Navy," "Cavalry," "Infantry," "Fortification," and a number of 
others show the universality of the author's military knowledge and the all- 
encompassing nature of his military theoretical heritage. 


F. Engels bears the palm in applying the general methodology of Marxism to the study 
of military affairs and the elaboration of their theoretical bases. Progressive 
social thought which preceded K. Marx and F. Engels was incapable of explaining the 
true causes and essence of wars. And the bourgeois military theoreticians demon- 
strated their class narrowness in the interpretation of them. Some endeavored to 
show that wars are an “eternal and inevitable evil" the sources of which are general- 
ly inexplicable, for they are rooted in the biological and psychic features of 
humans; others propounded the thesis that war was "divine punishment for sins"; 
stiil others even asserted that wars are a certain “purifying good" making it pos- 
sible to escape not only from unsuitable institutions but also from "inferior" races 
and nations. These ideas are reproduced, resurrected and preached also by modern 
bourgeois ideologists as well as by the Maoists, and are rehashed in the works of 
opportunists and revisionists 


The founders of scientific communism unmask the falseness and reactionary nature of 
the bourgeois and opportunistic concepts of war and showed that the social sense of 
these theories is to justify unjust wars, to increase militarism and the arms race 
in the desire to prevenc the antimilitary movemer -. cne workers and their strug- 
gle against the true guilty party of wars, capitalism. K. Marx and F. Engels for 
the first time in history provided a scientific basis for war as a social, histori- 
cal and transitory phenomenon which arose only with the establishing of private 
property, classes and the state. They established that *he source of wars lies in 
the very exploiting system, in its ecomomic relations and ciass nature. The classes 
which rule in an antagonistic society conduct wars for the sake of gain, for seizing 
foreign territories, for enslaving peoples, and for suppressing liberation move- 
ments, that is, for the sake of their own economic and political interests. In 
criticizing the idealistic views of E. Duhring who asserted that violence is the 
main driving force in social development, F. Engels wrote that “violence is only a 
Means, and the aim is, on the contrary, economic gain" (K. Marx and F. Engels, 
"Soch.,'" Vol 20, p 164). In disclosing the essence of war, the leaders of the pro- 
letariat scientificaliy showed that war is the continuation of the politics of one 
or another state or class by other, violent means. ".,.Precisely this," emphasized 








V. I. Lenin, "was always the Viewpoint of Marx and Engels who view. 1 each war as a 
continuation of the politics of the given involved powers--and the various classes 
within them--at the given time” (PSS |\Complete Collected Works!], Vol 26, p 224). 


A scientific approach was also established by F. Engels for the »asis of classify- 
ing wars. Proceeding from an analysis of the political content of wars, he divided 
them into defensive and oftensive. In the former F. Engels put the revolutionary 
wars of the workers against the exploiting classes, as well as those wars which 
were waged in the aim of defense against foreign invaders; in the second category, 
the aggressive, plunderous reactionary wars. The class assessment of the nature of 
war made it possible for the founders of scientific communism to define the posi- 
tion of progressive forces for each specific war. 


An indisputable accomplishment of F. Engels is his explanation of the origin, es- 
sence and political purpose of an army. He studied and brilliantly described in his 
works the process of the genesis and development of an army, and provided an example 
of profound scientific analysis of all its historic types. In his understanding, an 
army, like a war, has an historical and class nature. The process of its rise, de- 
velopment and withering away in the future is related to the formation, development 
and withering away of the state. An army cannot be an organization or instrument 
standing above classes and outside of politics, as bourgeois ideologists have en- 
deavored to represent. It is created by the ruling classes for carrying out their 
politics by the means of armed violence. Using specific examples from the history 
of the development of slave-owning, feudal and bourgeois armies, F. Engels convinc- 
ingly showed that they are an implement for suppressing the resistance of the masses 
of people to the suppressors, they are a support for the economic and political dom- 
inance of the exploiting classes, and a tool in carrying out their expansionistic 
foreign policy, enslaving foreign peoples, and combating the progressive forces of 
the world. In other words, armies carry out a domestic and external function de- 
termined by the very nature oi that social system the existence of which they are 
called upon to protect. 


The conclusion of F. Engels on the reactionary and aggressive nature of armies cre- 
ated by exploiting classes has been substantiated by the entire course of their 
development and by today's reality. The history of the armies of the imperialist 
states is an inglorious and infamous chronicle of bloody reprisals against the mas- 
ses of people of their own countries and conflict on the international scene. The 
U.S. Armed Forces are a vivid example of this. ‘nus, while in the last quarter of 
the 19th Century, the American Army was involve. 350 times in suppressing the ac- 
tions of the masses of people within the nation, over the quarter of a century since 
World War II, the figure is over 700 times. Since the start of the 20th Century, 

up to World War II, the U.S. military was responsible for at least 50 acts of un- 


concealed pillage. Wwer the 30 years since World War II, the American armed forces 
have been used 215 times for supporting the aggressive foreign policy objectives of 
the U.S. reactionar rcles. During these same years, the American governments 
have repeatedly threatened directly or indirectly ¢t ise nuclear weapons. 

The development of plans in the United States to produce the neutron bomb and in- 


corporate it in the NATO nuclear arsenal, the decision of the America 1uthorities 
to deploy new nuclear missiles in Europe, its announcement of the so-called “new 
nuclear strategy’ in accord with the notorious Directive No 59 signed by Carter, 

⸗ 


the use of the armed for ; in the struggle against the national liberation movement 
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of peoples, the intensification of militaristic activities in NATO and the broaden- 
ing of ite functions 4s 4 tool of imperialist dictatorship--these are just a few in- 
stances of recent times showing the further intensification of imperialist aggres- 
siveness 48 4 whole and in the armies of the imperialist states, in particular. Im- 
perialiem, commented Comrade L. I. Breghnev at the June (1980) Plenum of the CPSU 
Central Committee, has clearly set its sights on testing the will of peoples for 
peace, our goodwill and determination to follow the path of detente and good neigh- 
boriiness. 


But on che path of the aggressors etands euch a dependable shield of socialism and 
Peace ae the armies of the Warsaw Pact states and other states of the socialist com- 
monweaith. They, in opposition to the armed forces of the imperialist powers, are 


truly people's armies, the defenders of the working masses, and a dependable guard 
over their revolutionary victories. 


F. Engele gave close attention to elucidating the patterns underlying the develop- 
menc of military affaires. in being guided by the basic thesis of historical materi- 
aliem on the decisive role of the method of production in all spheres of social 
life, he formulated the law « « determining role of economic factors in military 
affaires. Nothing ite so depencent upon economic conditions, F. Engels wrote, as pre- 
cisely the army and na\ seapons, personnel, the organization, tactics and strate- 
av are improved primarily on the basis of the level ef production and the means of 
ommunication achieved at the given goment. in concretizing this notion, he empha- 


sized that the entire organization of armies and the method employed by them in 
waging war, and likewise victories and defeats, are dependent upon material, that 
is economic, conditions. Upon the human material and weapons, and consequently, 
upon the quality and quantity of the population and upon technology. 


The founders of scientific communism established that social revolutions play a 
rucial role in the development of military affairs. Being the engines of history, 
in transforming production relations they create broad scope for the development 

of military affairs. Social revolutions give rise to new types of armies and they 
lead to improvements in the system of their logistic support and to major changes in 

military affairs. These changes are caused by the development of military equipment 


and by its use on the battlefield. In the works “Anti-Duhring,” "Army," “Infantry,” 
"The History of the Rifle,” and many others, F. Engels showed that advances in the 
development of technology and weapons cause changes and even revolutions in the 
methods of corducting combat. "Military tactice . upon the level of military 
equipment, and Engels chewed over this ti :th and put it in the mouth of the Marx- 
ists," wrote V. I. Lenin (PSS, Vol 13, p 374). 


n high regarding the role of equipment ana weapons, F. Engels at the same time 
mohasized that in a war the main role is played by ..e messes of people, and that 
humans and not guskets will win engagements. He disclosed the dependence of the 
outcome of a war on the attitude of the gasses of people toward it, upon the degree 
of their involvement and activeness on the battlefield and in the rear, and upon 
their military creativity. F. Engels repeatedly pointed out that the appearance of 
new methods of conducting combat, for example, the invention of the extended line 
tactics and the introduction of rushes, was due not only to the new weapons but also 
to the creativity of the soidier. 
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The teachings of F. Engels on war and the army and on the factors which determine 
the development of military affaire are a priceless pearl of revolutionary thought. 
They have not lost their timeliness. And this is the best proof of the immortality 
of the ideas of the founders of scientific communiana. 


The leaders of the proletariat subordinated the elaboration of military questions 
to the interests of the class struggle and to the cause of proletarian revolution. 
They drew 4a number of ecientific conclusions relating directly to the military ac- 
tivities of the working class and ite party. One of them is about the peaceful and 
nonpeaceful forms of revolutionary struggle. 


The working clase and its vanguard, K. Marx and F. Engels emphasized in the "Com- 
Munist Manifesto,” have no other path to social liberation but the violent over- 
throw of the social system. In distorting the essence of this thesis, bourgeois 
ideologists have disseminated concoctions about the “bloodthirstiness" and “aggres- 
siveness" of the communists. In actuality K. Marx and F. Engels did not link the 
slogan of the violent overthrow of capitalism only with armed struggle, and did not 
identify the class violence of the proletariat against the bourgeoisie with war. 

The founders of scientific communism, as is known, in their works also considered 
the possibility of the peaceful elimination of private property. Of course, it was 
not a question of a class peace with the bourgeoisie as preached by the Prudhonists, 
Lassailians, trade unionists and other opportunists, but rather the revolutionary 
transformation of capitalism into socialism by unarmed methods. The proletariat and 
its party ate not to be blamed for the fact that this idea is not always carried out. 
Ite realization depends primarily upon the degree of resistance by the bourgeoisie. 


F. Engels did not exclude the possibility and in a number of instances even the nec- 
essity of a nonpeaceful path of carrying out the revolution. He stressed that in 
certain instances “civil war is the sole means leading to the goal” (K. Marx and F. 
Engels, “Soch.,” Vol 34, p 337). In establishing the right of the workers to use 
armed violence against the ruling classes and in urging the workers when necessary 
to resort to nonpeaceful forms of revolutionary action, K. Marx and F. Engels were 
actively against the adventurism of the Bakuninists and other anarchists, they crit- 
icized the views of the Blanquists who disregarded the painstaking work of preparing 
for a true revolution and fostered the ideas of seizing power by putschist methods. 
The founders of Marxism disclosed the unscientific and fallacious nature of the 
theories of “exporting” revolution. 


In order to act energetically and strongly against the bourgeoisie and its organiza- 
tions, the founders of scientific communism stressed, the workers should be armed 
and organized. The revolutionaries, K. Marx and F. Engels pointed out, are con- 
fronted with the f° lowing tasks: eliminating the bourgeois army, the universal 
arming of the peor e, teaching the workers military aifairs. In analyzing the es- 
sence of the bour eois army as a tool of the ruling class used by it in the inter- 
ests of maintain .og the capitalist system and enslaving peoples, F. Engels concluded 
that it would be impossible to employ a bourgeois army in an unaltered form for 
carrying out revolucionary tasks. It would have to be eliminated. Only an 

armed people led by a4 proletarian party could carry out the tasks ot overthrowing 
capitalism. The slogan of the universal arming of the people was advanced by Kk. 
Marx and F. Engels in March 1848 in the joint work "The Demands of the Communist 
Party in Germany.” Subsequently, this was concretized and altered in terms of the 
uniquely developing conditions. Here attention was constantly paid to the necessity 








of arming the entire proletariat and resisting the strengthening of forces sent 
against the workers, If the realigation of this was impossible, the founders of 
Marxiem pointed out in their “Appeal of the Central Committee to the Union of Com 
munists,” the workers should create an independent armed organization in the form 
of a proletarian guard, with commanders and ite own general staff elected by them- 
selves. Great importance was given to teaching proletarians military affairs. 


In the arsenal of the various forms and methods of proletarian struggle, the most 
decisive weapon is armed insurrection. And quite naturally the great teachers of 
the working clase gave particular attention to working out the most important ques- 
tions of its preparation and implementation. In his work “Revolution and Counter- 
revolution in Germany,” F. Engele provided a classic definition of revolt as an art. 
He emphasized the necessity of careful preparation of the revolt and a thorough ae- 
sesement of those forces which @ust be combated. F. Engels taught that a revolt 
should never be played with and that one must act boldly and decisively. The rebels, 
he pointed out, should catch the enemy by surprise while ite troops are still scat- 
tered, not allow the breaking up of the revolutionary forces 4nd maintain a 

constant mora! superiority over the enemy, These provisions, ase ia known, 

were developed by V. I. Lenin and successfully applied by tne revolutionary proie- 
tariat of Russia in October 1917, 


The elaboration of tne question of the need for the workers to etruggle against 
militarism and unjust ware is an enormous contribution of F. Engels. Although 
under the conditiow of developing capitaliem the working class did not have suf- 
ficient resources to struggle effectively to prevent all unjust wars, the founders 
of scientific communism considered it an important question to increase the anti- 
militaristic and antiwar movement in the aim of preventing 4 number of ware and re- 
ducing the calamities caused by them to the masses of people. 


At the same time, F. Engele decisively retected a pacifist attitude toward wars 
which had been foetered in the workers Movement by opportunists. it wae his view 
that it is impossible to condemn all ware, and commented that “we do not intend to 
fraternize with the bourgeoisie...” (K. Marx and F. Engeis, “Soch.,” Vol 34, p 337). 
F. Engels highly regarded the courage of the Communards in the struggle against the 
counterrevolution, he welcomed the national liberation movement of suppressed 
peoples, and urged the international proletariat to join forces in the struggle 
against militariem and for the victory of the cause of socialism and peace. Here a 
major role was piayed by the First international which was set up by the founders of 
scientific communiem. Many contributions to organizing the antimilitary movement 
were made by the Second international which was founded with the active participa- 
tion of F. Engele and which during the first stage of its activities basically held 
@ ecientific pilattorr F. Engels was profoundly convinced that only a socialist 
revolution would create the most peace-loving society, and did everything possibie 
to bring this nearer 


K. Marx and F. Engeis nsidered that until socialism had been victorious on a 
worldwide scale, te working class which had carried out 4 revolution in 4 ,roup 

of countries would »e confronted by the task of the armed defense of revolutionary 
victories. Proceeding from this tase, the tounder * @cientif ic omauniem ad- 
vanced the initial ideas on the need to maintain «4 ‘ary organization of the pro- 
letariat for defending the victories of the revolu after it ad been victorious- 
ly carried out. Tr? juestion, for example, was ft | by F. Engel in a letter to 
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Kauteky of 12 September 1882, In noting the importance of such a conclusion, V. IL. 
Lenin wrote: "“Engele was completely correct when in hie letter...he directly rec- 
ognized the possibility of ‘defensive wars' of already victorious socialiem, He 
had in mind particularly the defense of a victorious proletariat against the bour- 
geoisie of other countries” (PSS, Vol 30, p 133). 


F, Engels assumed that the armed forces of the proletariat which had assumed power 
could be created on the basis of a mixed system and consist primarily “of two com- 
ponents: 1) a proletarian guard in the cities, 4 peasant guard in rural areas to 
the degree that the latter are reliable, for standing internal service, and 2) a 
regular army against invasion" (K, Marx and F. Engels, "Soch.," Vol 7, p 518). F. 
Engele never idealized one or another system of army organizational development, and 
felt that the actual situation after the victory of a proletarian revolution would 
suggest to the party of the working class the necessity of introducing the most ef- 
fective syatem for setting up the armed forces. Here he noted that only in a com- 
munist society would the need for permanent troops disappear. 


Friends and associates called F. Engele the “general,” thereby emphasizing his out- 
standing military abilities and in highly regarding his military talent. At the 
same time, ae the daughter of K. Marx, Eleonore, wrote correctly about F. Engels in 
her memoirs, “this nickname had a more profound meaning. Engels in actuality was 
the general of our proletarian army....” We was the first military theoretician of 
the working class, a true innovator in the area of military science, an inspired 
proletarian thinker and an outstanding revolutionary worker. 


The fundamental scientific concepts voiced and established by F. Engels on military 
questions have withstood the test in the flames of revolutions, other political ac- 
tions of the working class, as well as in ware and in armed conflict. Many of 
these ideas at present serve as a guide to action for the revolutionary working 
clase and ite political vanguard. 


Under new historical conditions, V. I. Lenin further developed and enriched the 
teachings of the founders of Marxiem, including their military theoretical heritage. 
To him belongs the greatest accomplishment in establishing the military program of 

4 proletarian revolution and the teachings about the defense of the socialist 
fatherland and in creating the armed forces of the world's first socialist state. 


In being guided by Marxism-Leninism and in creat‘ .., uveveloping it under present- 
day conditions, our party is successfully solving the questions of army and navy 
organizational development and is showing constant concern tor strengthening the 
defense capability of the country, for increasing the combat might of the Soviet 
Armed Forces and for keeping them in constant combat re*diness guaranteeing an in- 
mediate rebuff of any aggressor. 


In celebrating the 160th birthday of F. Engels, the Soviet military cadres return 
again and again to the very rich military theoretical heritage of the founders of 
Marxism-Leninism, they profoundly study and creatively apply it in their daily ac- 
tivities the purpose of which is the secure defense of the socialist fatherland and 
the cause of peace and security of peoples. 


COPYRIGHT: “Kommunist Vooruzhennykh $11", 1960 
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RUSSIA'S CIVIL WAR: ROLE OF U.S. DISCUSSED 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SLL in Russian No 21, Nov 80 signed to press 
22 Oct 80 pp 49-55 


[Article by Doctor of Historical Sciences and Professor, Col (Ret) R. Bedzhanyan: 
"At the Head of the Defense of the Revolution; On the 60th Anniversary of the End of 
the Civil War in Russia”) 


[Text] Soon after the victory of the Great October Socialist Revolution, inter- 
national imperialisr ind the internal counterrevolution undertook an attemp( 
forceably suffocate (.e new social order in our country. Events raised the question 
of defending the revoiution with unprecedented acuteness. The fate of the socialist 
victories in Russia and the world revolutionary process as a whole depended upon 
correct and decisive actions. The Leninist Bolshevik party brilliantly carried out 
this task. 


In summing up the results of the crucial victories in the war, V. I. Lenin said: 
“and only because the party was on guard, because the party was strictly disciplived 
and because the authority of the party unified all departments and institutions ana 
because scores, hundreds, thousands and finally millions marched as a single man to 
the slogan which had been given by the Central Committee, and only because unprece- 
dented sacrifices were made--only for this reason could the miracle which happened 
actually happen. And for only this reason were we able to be victorious regardless 
of the double, triple and four-fold campaign by the imperialists of the Entente and 
the imperialists of the entire world” (PSS [Complete Collected Works], Vol 40, 

p 240). 


The Entente states, the United States, England and France, were the leading force 

in the struggle against the Soviet republic. They landed their troops in many re- 
gions of the nation, they provided extensive aid to the White Guard armies of 
Kolchak, Denikin, Yudenici, Miller and Vrangel' and they organized counterrevolu- 
tionary conspiracies and revolts. World imperialism, emphasized V. |. Lenin, caused 
our civil war. 


It is particularly essential to say something about the role of American imperialism 
which became the chief organizer and active participant in the war against Soviet 
Russia. “Precisely now,” wrote V. I. Lenin in August 1918, “the American billion- 
aires. these modern slaveowners, have opened up a particularly tragic page in the 
bloody history of bloody imperialism, having agreed--it is all the same, directly or 
indirectly, openly or hypocritically concealed-~-for an armed campaign by the Anglo- 
Japancse beasts for the purpose cf sutfocating the first socialist repuw lic” (PSS, 
Vol 37, p 48). 








The bourgeois falsifiers of history «t present are endeavoring to cover up the true 
motives in the intervention by the imperialists in Soviet Russia, to “ennoble" the 
occupation regime established by them on captured territories. Some of them assert 
that the intervention by the imperialist states supposedly was not aimed at over- 
throwing the Soviet system, but rather was 4 precautionary measure against the de- 
sire of the Bolsheviks to “export revolution.” Others argue that the landing of 
Entente troops in the spring and eummer of 1918 supposedly was in pursuit of the 
goal of the former allies of Russia, that is, “rescuing the Russian people from the 
German threat," and to force Soviet Russia to reopen the Eastern Front which ceased 
to exist after the conclusion of the Brest Peace. Such fabrications by bourgeois 
falsifiers completely contradict historical facts. The attempt to stifle the 
socialist revolution in Russia and restore a capitalist system in it--these were 
the true aims of the imperialist intervention. 


Western historians have endeavored to whitewash the actions of the interventionists 
on Soviet territory, ascribing the mass executions of people, the acts of violence 
against them and the plundering to only the White Guards. Bui facts show different- 
ly. Precisely upon the order of English interventionists, the 26 Baku commissars 
headed by S. Shaumyan were executed in the region of Krasnovedsk. It has been sub- 
stantiated in documents that in the North of our nation, the Anglo-American inter- 
ventionists threw 52,000 persons into concentration camps and behind wire and 
4,000 Soviet patriots were executed. In Amurskaya Oblast, American interventionists 
destroyed 25 villages and burned down the maritime villages of Ivanovka and Kazanka. 
The American general W. Graves later admitted: "There were such cruelties, and they 
undoubtedly will be remembered and retold among the Russian people 50 years after 
their commission." 


Regardless of the wide-scale intervention and the atrocities of the occupiers, th: 
attempt of the Entente to crush the Soviet republic with its own forces failed. ror 
this reason, in the spring of 1919, international imperialism basically wagered on 
strengthening and intensifying the actions of the White Guard armies. In the first 
half of 1919, the U.S. imperialists alone sent to Kolchak over 250,000 rifles, 
hundreds of guns, thousands of machine guns, and a large quantity of ammunition, 
uniforms and supplies. From February through October 1919, Denikin received from 
the Entente imperialists around 400,000 rifles, 3,000 machine guns, tanks and air- 
craft. 


The year 1919 was the crucial year in the Civil W . s«recisely during this period 
the enemies organized two major combined campaigns against the ‘oviet republic. 
Kolchak was the main force of the first campaign in the spring of 1919, and Denikin 
in the second during the summer of 1919. At times a critical situation developed as 
there was a period when Kolchak took the Urale and came close to the Volga; Yudenich 
twice was at the gates of Petrograd. Denikin in advancing on Moscow, in the autumn 
of 1919 threatened Tula. In straining all its forces, the young Soviet republic 
emerged with honor from these very difficult trials. The basic enemies were crushed. 
In the autumn of 1920, bourgeois-landowner Poland and Vrangei’ were defeated and 
this marked the victorious conclusion of the Civil War in Russia. 


The basic areas in the military organizational activities of the Leninist party were: 
the all-round strengthening of the Red Army and leadership over its actions on the 
fronts; the turning of the nation into a unified gwilitam camp, and the reorganiza- 
tion of the rear services to a @ilitary footing; the organizvetion of the partisan 





movement on Che occupied territories and its leadership; agitation and propaganda 
work by the Bola@hevis i; the international activities of the party. The REP (hb) 
[Russian Communist Party (Bolehevik)| Central Committe: » the collective ! tehting 


body of the party during the veare of the Civil War, worked with enormous endeavor. 
Suffice it to say that from Mar L919 through Marelh 1921, 35 Central Committee 
plenume, 95 Politburo sessions, 19 joint Politburo and Orgburo [Organization Bureau! 
geese Lon and 2i, THOUPTO sesaselONne Wwer°re held, at which hundreds of the maior sues 


? 


tions of national defense were discussed and settled. There was not a session 


of the Central Committee or the Central Committee Bureau, ther saa not a single 


one, said V, I, Lenin, “where we did not settle basic questions of strategy" 

11 ; “ — J 

( Leninekiy Sborn enin Collection], XXXVIL, Moscow, Politizgdat, 1970, p 13/7) 
The theoretical ba tor all the military organizational) ' mone boy the party was 
the teachings yf YY, j lenin or the lefense of the ac ial ‘ father land ae worked 
out by him in a whole series of works and documents of those years, including: "The 


Socialist Fatherland in Danger!", "Speech on the Military Question” at the Eighth 
RKP(b) Congress, ‘Everything in the Struggle Against Denikin!", "Letter to the 
Workers and Peasants on the Occasion of the Victory Over Kolchak," and others. The 
fundamental idea of these teachings was concisely formulated | the words: "Any 
revolution is wort! mething only when it is able to defend itself..." (PSS, Vol 37, 
p 122). 


During the vears tf the Civil War lL. Lenin showed meeit to the greatest 
military leader. He headed the Worker and Peasant Defense Council which was formed 
on 30 November 1918, and this was the supreme body with all authority in the area 
of mobilizing the resources of the nation in the interests of defending the Soviet 
state. Lenin plaved an enormous role in working out the principles of Soviet mili- 
tary organizationa development, in creating and streiathening the new type of arny 


and in the succease »? ti com at operations. From October 1917 through Nov mber 
1920, he wrote and signed over 600 letters and telegrams on the questions of 


national defense, military organizational development and the conduct of the war. 


The greatest possible strengthening of the Red Army « the main thing in the mili- 
tary organizational act tie: the party. In ove? m ne enormous and ime routs 
diffticultis s, Cle art turned it int a powertul mypmed force ipabl« { defeating 
numerous cneMies., The Red Army was organized as a mass, regulat lass army with 
strict conscious dis D | », and wit! entralize: ommand immediate leadershi; 
over the militar’ gan itional development was pre ded the Revolutionary Mili 
tary Council of the Re RVSER) which worked under th ontrol of the part 
Central ommittee. irt Liar] Ja‘ streaesec r hv rey t+ oh RKP(b) Cen- 
trai Committee of ecember 1918. "...TI ilitar irtment, it 
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from the World War | period), including Hungarians, Czechs, Slovaks, Yugoslave, 
Poles, Bulgarians and others. Here a major role was played by the communists exist- 
ing among them and who in May 1918 formed the Central Federation of Foreign Groups 
under the RKP(b) Central Committee. Its activities contributed largely to the for- 
mation of the international units and subunite of the Red Army. 


The repeated party mobilizations played an enormous role in strengthening the Red 
Army. Several-score thousand communists were mobilized in 1918, over 35,000 in 
1919, and around 25,000 in 1920. The number of communists in the army increased 
noticeably as a result of the “party week" announced by the RKP(b) Central Committee 
in the autumn of 1919, This was 4 mass campaign to admit the best workers, peasants 
and Red Armymen to the party. In October 1919, there were 121,000 communists in the 
Red Army, and in August 1920, their number had risen to 278,000, or almost one-half 
of the party membership. The communists united the army ranks, they increased its 
combat capability, and were a model of heroism and self-sacrifice. This was de- 
scribed movingly in one of the reports from the RVSR Political Directorate: "A 
future historian will note with amazement that, in endeavoring to ensure victory, 
officials again and again counted more carefully the number of available communists 
than the number of cannons and mechine guns." 


The rapid rise in the rans of the Red Army raised the question of command personnel 
with great acuteness. This was solved by the party in several ways. The command 
positions were filled by party leaders and communists who had a military education 
or military experience such as V. K. Blyukher, S. M. Budennyy, K. Ye. Voroshilov, 

M. N. Tukhachevskiy, I. F. Fed'ko, M. V. Frunze, V. 1. Chapayev, and others. They 
all justified the trust of the party, many of them became heroes of the Civil War 
and some grew into famous military leaders. At the same time, short-term schools 
and courses were opened and these trained commanders from among the workers and pro- 
gressive peasants. Over the 3 years of the Civil War, these graduated around 40,000 
commanders of which over half were communists. Under the supervision of commissars, 
the old military specialists were also widely used to serve in the Red Army, and al- 
most 50,000 of them were called, not counting the military bureaucrats and the medi- 
cal workers. A majoricy of them conscientiously served Soviet power and many held 
high command and staff positions. 


An exceptional role in the organizational development and strengthening of the Red 
Army was played by the creation of a political apparatus designed to conduct politi- 
cal and cultural-educational work among the perso” ., «as well as for supervising the 
o’a military specialists. V. I. Lenin had high regard for the role of political work 
in indoctrinating conscious discipline and raising the combat capability of the 
troops. "...Where political work in the troops and the work of the commissars are 
conducted most conscientiously,” he pointed out, "...there is no laxness in the army 
and there its order and spirit are better and there are more victories (PSS, Vol 39, 
p 56). 


The development of the political apparetus in the army started with the introduction 
of the institution of military commissars in April 1915. At that time a leading 
body was established, the All-Russian Bureau of Military Commissars. In the spring 
of 1919, the positions of subunit political leaders were introduced. From the summer 
and autumn of 1919, the political sections of the divisions, armies and fronts began 
to be created. In December 1918, a regulation was issuei on the political sections 


of the armies and tronts, and this determined their role and functions. The 





revolutionary military councils [RVS]) of the fronts and armies were formed consist- 
ing of the commander and two political workers. On the basis of the decision of 
the Eighth Party Congress, in April 1919, in the place of the All-Russian Bureau of 
Military Commisesars, the Political Section of the RVSR was created, and in May this 
was changed into the Political Directorate of the RVSK (PUR) which worked as a sec- 
tion of the RKP(b) Central Committee. Thousands of communists were sent to do po- 
litical work in the army, including prominent party workers such as S. I. Gusev, 

5. M. Kirov, V. V. Kuybyshev, G, K. Ordghonikidge, I. V. Stalin, and others. It 
should be pointed out that in strengthening the Red Army as a whole, the party each 
tim particularly strengthened that front whic) at the given moment was the main 
one. The recruits, the mobilized communists, the graduates of the military schools 
and weapons were sent first to these fronts. 


The strengthening of the Red Army and the successes of its combat operations were 
directly dependent upon the state of the rear services. The army needed weapons, 
ammunition, supplies and food. It was a difficult matter to satisfy these needs 
under the conditions of economic chaos and the occupation of significant territory 
by the enemy. Considering actual reality, the party introduced the policy of war 
communism which represented a system of extraordinary economic measures aimed at 
mobilizing all resources for the needs of the war and for defeating the enemy. The 
accelerated nationalization of industry and the introduction of food rationing were 
the main measures here. Extensive nationalization of industry excluded economic 
sabotage by the bourgeoisie, and even in a situation of economic chaos made it pos- 
sible to maintain military production and supply the army with the minimally neces- 
sary. 


The supply of the Red Army was constantly at the center of attention of the Defense 
Council. Under it special bodies were organized in the form of the Extraordinary 
Commission for the Supply of the Red Army and the Military Industry Council. By the 
end of 1919, more than 50 defense plants and 300 enterprises producing clothing, 
footwear and other supplies were working for defense. The evacuation of valuable 
materials also contributed to the growth of military production. Thus, on the eve 
of the Kolchak offensive, in January 1919 alone, 5,000 loaded railway cars were 
moved across the Volga from the threatened areas. During the Denikin offensive in 
the autumn of 1919, 12,000 cars were loaded with such freigh.. 


Military production was also favored by the fact that the party in the course of the 
war undertook measures to rebuild the national economy on the liberated territories 

(the Urals plants, the Donets Basin and the Groznyy oilfields). As a total over the 
3 years of the war, almost 300,000 rif’es, over 20,000 machine guns, more than 2,700 
guns and 2,243 aircraft were produce and repaired. By their heroic labor the work- 
ing class and the peasantry supplied the army and navy with the weapons, ammunition, 
uniforms and food required for victory. 


At the same time, the Red Army by active nvolivement in the economi life of ¢t 
nation under the chaotic conditions itself contributed to the development of mili- 
tary procuction anc to s ying t acute food jestion. pon tive nitiative ot 

V. I. Lenin, on the basi res of document igned | im. the Red Army wa in 
volvs in ft tra ation, , 
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In the activities of the party a significant place was taken up by the organization 
of the partisan movement on the enemy-occupied territories. Even at the beginning 
of 1918, under the Operations Section of the People's Commissariat of War, there was 
set up the Central Staff of Partisan Detachments (later renamed the Separate Intel- 
ligence Division). It worked out proposals which were sent out to the local party 
and soviet bodies. At the beginning of 1919, detailed"instructions on organizing 
local partisan detachments" were drawn up. Upon the decision of the party Central 
Committee, party bodies were set up and these were to be concerned with political 
work among the population of the occupied areas, organizing a Bolshevik underground 
and deploying the partisan movement. In August 1918, the Don Party Bureau was 
formed, in December 1918 the Siberian Bureau of the RKP(b) Central Committee and 
in July 1919, the Front Bureau of the Ukrainian Communist Party (Bolshevik) Central 
Committee. For the purposes of developing the partisan movement, the party bodies 
sent personnel, money and literature to the enemy rear. In a number of instances, 
special courses were set up which trained saboteurs and leaders of the detachments. 
As a result of the party's efforts, the partisan movement during the years of the 
Civil War became an impressive force, particularly in Siberia and the Far East. 
Here entire partisan armies were operating and the total number of partisans was 
over 150,000 persons. In the Ukraine, by December 1919, more than 50,000 partisans 
were fighting. In the autumn of 1919, upon the admission of Denikin himself, the 
entire Northern Caucasus was a "boiling pot.” 


The victory of the Soviet republic in the war was seriously aided by the party's 
active agitation and propaganda work among the public, particularly the peasantry. 
The party explained the truly popular nature of Soviet power, its decrees and the 
common interests of the workers and the peasants and it unmasked the bestial face 
of the White Guards and interventionists and their antipopular, bloody regime on 
the occupied territories. cit urged the peasantry to support the Red Army, to carry 
out food requisitioning, and so forth. The forms of this work were diverse and in- 
cluded meetings, assemblies, rural rallies, nonparty conferences, and others. Here 
a major role was played by the press in the form of newspapers, leaflets and posters. 
The central task of al! the agitation and propaganda work was the strengthening of 
the alliance between the working class and the working peasantry. And this problem 
was successfully solved. The alliance of workers and peasants, V. I. Lenin wrote, 
gave us the victory over Kolchak and Denikin. 


The party's internationa. activities also were of important significance for the de- 


feat of the interventionists and White Guard. Up - anmitiative of V. I. Lenin, 
the question was raised of the unifying of the military forces of the Sovie. repub- 
lics. On 4 May 1919, the RKP(b) Central Committee discussea the question of the 
“unified command of the armies of both Russia as well as the friendly socialist 
republics.” During the same month, the party Central Committee approved the “Draft 
Directive on Military Unity.” The initiative of V. i. Le: and the RKP(b) Central 
Committee was supported by the fraternal republics and on 1 June 1919, the decree 
was signed “On the Unification of the Soviet Republics: Fussia, the Ukraine, Latvia, 
Lithuania and Belorussia for Combating World Imperialism.” A unified military com 
mand was established, and in addition certain people's commissariats were unified. 
These included labor, finances, and rail transport. This strengthened the detens« 
might of the socialist republics and facilitated tne defeat of the domestic and ex- 


ternal enemies. 
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socialist construction in our country and at the same time meant that a support 
point for the world revolutionary movement had been reinforced in the form of the 
Soviet state. V. I. Lenin termed the world historical victory over international 
imperialism the greatest lesson showing that "our cauee stands firm and whatever 
attempts of invading Russia and wilitary enterprises against Russia are made and 
probably there will be more than cne such still to come, we have already been tem- 
pe ed by our experience and on che >asis of actual experience know that all these 
attempts will crumble to dust. And after each attempt of our enemies, we will 
emerge stronger than before them" (!SS, Vol 41, p 356). History has convincingly 
affirmed this prediction of Lenin's 


The experience of military organizational activities acquired by the party under the 
leadership of V. Il. Lenin during the period of the Civil War was widely and creative- 
ly employed dur.ng the years of the Great Patriotic War, when the international re- 
action undertook a second military invasion of the Soviet state. And again the 
enemies of socialism were defeated. The cause of the revolutionary renewal of the 
world had moved far ahead. 


At present, when the U.S.-led imperialism is exacerbating the international situa- 
tion, intensifying the military threat and preparing a new aggressive war against 
the USSR, someone should remember the lessons of history. Socialism is invincible 
and the future of mankind belongs to it. 
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LAWS AND REGULATIONS: TROOP INDOCTRINATION METHODS 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 21, Nov 80 signed to press 
22 Oct 80 pp 62-66 


[Article by Col V. Yermachenkov and Col Just A. Khalin: "An Important Form of 
Disseminating Legal Knowledge"| 


[Text] It is judged essential to improve work in the area of the 
legal indoctrination of the workers.... To improve the study of 

the principles of Soviet legislation in the schools, vocational- 

technical schools and other institutions of learning.... 


From the Decree of the CPSU Central Committee "On Improving 
Work in the Area of Maintaining Law and Order and Strength- 
ening the Combating of Violations of the Law” 


Considering the decisions of the 25th Party Congress, the demands in the decrees of 
the CPSU Central Committee "On Further Improving Ideological and Political Indoc- 
trination Work" and "On Improving Work in the Area of Maintaining Law and Order and 
Strengthening the Combating of Violations of the Law," greater and greater impor- 
tance is being assumed by the permanent forms of propagandizing legal knowledge which 
make it possible to conduct the legal instruction and indoctrination of the service- 
men on a systematic basis, on a mass and differentiated scale. The 2-year schools 
of legal knowledge have proven to be one such form, and these are operated in a 
number of garrisons and troop units on volunteer principles. fhese schools, as was 
shown by a recent acquaintance with their work in the Red Banner Transcaucasian, 

the Red Banner Kiev and Red Banner Siberian ailitary dis«ricts, and at the twice Red 
Banner Baltic and Red Banner Pacific fleets, actively contribute to the growth of 
the legal knowledge of the students. Thus, many questioned officers stated that the 


> 


knowledge obtained in the exercises serves in more successfully carrying out legal 


indoctrination measur were unanimous that study in these schools had helped 
them to master the forms and methods of legal indoctrination of the personnel and to 
maintain firm proper order in the troop collectives. 

The sample program the ourse “Principle ; of Legal Knowledge” which was worked 
out 2 years ago by the Main Political Directorate of the Soviet Army and Navy was an 
important factor in the successful functioning of the legal knowledge schools. In 
accord with the program, specific programs were drawn up on the spot and in chem 
basic attention w give t studying the Marxist-Leninist teaching about the state 
and law, the role : oviet legislation in communist construction and the defense of 








the socialist fatherland, and to the problems of further strengthening socialist 
legality and military law and order. In the subjects of the achoolse a prominent 
place was given to the firm mastery of the legal principles in the organization of 
unit services and administration, the rules regulating the labor of workers and em- 
ployees of the Soviet Army and Navy and the provisions of legislation concerning 
the benefits, pensione and aid for the military and the members of their families. 
The students also became acquainted with housing legislation, the laws on family and 
marriage, the forme and methods of the legal indoctrination of the troops, the 
measures for preventing misdemeanors, and the questions of disciplinary, administra- 
tive and criminal liability of the servicemen for violations of military discipline 
and infractions. 


Ae 4 rule, orders are issued by the garrison chiefs for setting up the 2-year legal 
knowledge schools. The orders determine the school leaders and, for example, in the 
Red Banner Transcaucasian Military District, the deputy chiefs of the political sec- 
tions are appointed to these positions, while the representatives of the judge advo- 
cate or the military tribunal become their deputies for academic questions. The 
orders also state the composition of the studente and the time and place of the ex- 
ercises. The students basically include the unit commanders and their deputies, 
officers of the staffs and services, and members of the legal activist group includ- 
ing the people's assessors, the people's controllers, the members of the comrades’ 
officer and warrant officer ["praporshchik"] courts of honor, and investigators. 
Such representation makes it possible to improve the state of legal indoctrination 
work in all spheres of life of the military collectives. 


The experience of the legal knowledge school in the Red Banner Siberian, the R 4 
Banner Transcaucasian and other military districts has shown that the quality o. 

the exercises in the schools to a decisive degree depends upon the instructors. 

They predominantly are the commanders, the political workers of the leading element, 
the officers from the services of formations and individual units, the judges of 

the military tribunals, the judge advocate workers, coworkers from the local police, 
the courts, the prosecutor's office and organs of justice, scientific workers and 
other persons who are most competent on the questions of legal indoctrination. 


Life has shown that the legal knowledge schools operate effectively where they have 
been able to carry out the exercises on a planned basis, where the canceling or 
transferring of lectures and seminars is not permitted, where high attendance has 
been achieved, and where the students have develo” .. understanding of the impor- 
tance of mastering legal knowledge. As for the periodicity of giving lectures and 
holding seminars, as practice shows, this is better done once or twice a month, for 
then not only is the training program completely carried out, but time also remains 
for supplementary exercises under the plans of the commanders and political bodies. 


In the schools of the designated military districts, lectures and reports are given 
for the students, seminars are held, and experience is exchanged in the area of work 
done to carr. out the requirements of socialist legality and to support proper order 
and organization in all the subunits and units. The state of military discipline is 
analyzed, and the factors which give rise to violations of it are disclosed. In 
many schools there is the practice of studying reviews on questions of legal indoc- 
trination work and newspaper and magazine articles on legal subjects. The students 
often hear the chiefs of garrisons or their deputies for political affairs and the 
representatives of the local party and soviet bodies on the questions of maintaining 
law and order and combating infractions. 
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Independent work by the students is the basic type of their preparation for the 
exercises, For this purpese, as 4 rule, 4 special room is assigned and here the) 
set up 4 legal knowledge corner as well as atands with the recommended Literature 
on the subject. Provision is aleo made for the periodic showing of movies in ac- 
cord with the subject being studied, The painstaking work by the students to im- 
prove their knowledge can be seen from the more thorough etudy of the works of the 
founders of Marxism-Leninism, the party and government documents, and the works and 
speeches of Comrade L. |. Brezhnev and the other leaders of the Communist Party and 
the Soviet state. Here they closely link the ideas of the primary sources studied 
with the problems of legal propaganda which are of concern for the local garrison, 
the unit or ship. In preparing for the seminar exercises, the best schoole avoid a 
situation where 4 student prepares to talk only on one of the questions to be 
brought up for discussion. 


The successful operation of the legal knowledge echools depends largely upon the 
supplying of them with the necessary literature, visual aide and propaganda devices. 
The teaching process is carried out on a higher level where the instructors and 
students have available reference materials, the normative and legislative acte 

and the theses and studies of lectures, as well as where constant attention is shown 
for the integrity and safekeeping of the literature and technical facilities of the 
schools and for replenishing this with new lege) literature. Many instructors and 
students have their own libraries of literature on the questions of legal indoc- 
trination. 


The commander, the political worker, each person who has thoroughly assimilated the 
provisions concerning socialist legality and law and order, as a rule, do not make 
mistakes in their activities out of an ignorance of the provisions of the law, and 
they more successfully prevent infractions. The active involvement of the students 
in legal indoctrination has a positive effect upon creating a healthy moral atmos- 
phere in the subunits, unite and ships, on strengthening discipline, order and or- 
ganization, and ultimately on raising the combat readiness of the Army and Navy 
collectives. 


For example, we should note the experience of the 2-year legal knowledge schools in 
the units, formations and military schools of the Red Banner Kiev Military District. 
The political directorate, along with the district judge advocate and tribunal, 
periodically studies the activities of the schools and makes it a practice to send 
reviews to the troops and hear statements by persons responsible for organizing the 
exercises in the schools at the political sections. Here the commanders, the polit- 
ical bodies and the party organizations delve closely into their activities, and 
take effective measures to improve the teaching process. In a majority of schools 
exercises are held once or twice a month. To help the students, the political sec- 
tions organize an additional giving of lectures and reports and an exchange of ex- 
perience in carrying out the requirements of socialist legality and in maintaining 
firm proper military law and order in all the unite and subunits. The state of 
military discipline ie analyzed periodically with the students, and the factors 
which give rise to violations are disclosed. For this purpose, they make it a prac- 
tive to discuss the reviews, the information from the judge advocates and the par- 
ticular rulings of military tribunals, as well as newspaper and magazine articles on 
legal questions. 











For example, the exercises in the legal knowledge school directed by the unit etaff 
officer, Lt Col V. Troitekiy, are conducted in an informative manner and with great 
participation by the students. Thies is aided by the constant concern of the com- 
mand for the recruitment of instructors. They are not only the commanders, politi- 
cal workers and officere of the services, but aleo coworkers from the prosecutor's 
office and courte, ecientific workers, and deputies from the local sovietse. Usual 
ly the exercises conducted by the chairman of the garrison military tribunal, 
Honored Jurist of the Ukraine, Col Juat P. Rasshivalov, are conducted with partic- 
ular success. Their high quality is provided by the broad ervdition of the in- 
atructor, by the skillful use of propaganda aide and by the linking of the theoret- 
ical material with the tasks of strengthening law and order in the troop collec- 
tives. 


In the aim of instructing the students in the procedures of legal indoctrination, 
they make it a practice to invite them to special-subject and movie-lecture even- 
ings, to question and answer evenings, as well as to individual court trials of the 
military tribunal. 


The organizatior of the independent study of the students also helps in profoundly 
studying the program material in thie school. “Yours for independent study are as- 
signed each Thursday for this. During this time they work with the primary sources. 
In the political self-education room at the officer's club, where the students do 
their independent studies, a 1 gal corner has been set up with various legal liter- 
ature, including reference materials and the legislative acts. 


In preparing for the exercises, the school instructors trom among the leading offi- 
cer personnel of the unit utilize the theses and other pedagogical material worked 
out by the officers of the military tribunal and judge advocate office of the Kiev 
Garrison. As a result of such a serious approach to the mastery of the subjects, 

a majority of the students has good outlines and participate actively in the seminar 
exercises. 


The persons who study in this and other schools successfully apply the legal know- 
ledge obtained by them in their service activities, in speaking to the personnel, 
and in conducting individual preventive work. The studies have a positive impact 
upon the attitude of the students to military service generally, and increase their 
discipline and responsibility for the performance of their duties. 


For 10 years there has been a legal knowledge school at the Vladivostok naval offi- 
cer's club. The high quality of exercises at it helps to improve the practical 
activities of the members of the legal aktiv and to strengthen their contribution 
in the struggle to prevent infractions of military disci,'ine and to strengthen 
legality and law and order in the unite and on the ships. For active and fruitful 
work in this legal education unit, the gost enterprising instructors have been com- 
mended by the command, and this has encouraged their further pedagogical activities. 


However oversights are also encountered in the work of this school. Exercises at 
it for a time were carried out under the old program. The calendar plan did not 
provide for seminars and final exercises. Wot all the students kept lecture out- 
lines or worked independently. The question df the activities for the completion 
of the school had not been settled here. 











In the Twice Red Banner Baltic Fleet, the legal knowledge school directed by 9fficer 
B. Brin'ko has proven to be good, Were the basic contingent of students consists of 
subunit commanders, political workers, and members of the legal aktiv, that is, the 
persone who play an important role in the legal indoctrination of the servicemen, 
The exercises are conducted by instructors who are competent on the questions of 
legal indoctrination, Their students not only atudy various theoretical provisions 
and become acquainted with the forms and methods of the legal indoctrination of the 
servicemen, but themselves in the process of studying participate in measures re- 
lated to the propagandizing of legal knowledge in the units. Before thie they can 
always obtain skilled consultation at the reference information center and in the 
legal propaganda office which have been set up under the officer club. 


At the same time here, in the fleet, there are aleo substantial shortcomings in the 
work of the legal knowledge echoolse. They are particularly apparent in the sphere 
of planning and supporting the etudy process. Thus, in the legal knowledge school 
where Capt 3d Rank V. Belyakovich is the leader, there is no clearly elaborated 
curriculum and the subject of lectures is chosen arbitrarily. 


There have been many complaints about the activities of the legal knowledge school 
which is directed by Capt 2d Rank A. Terlitekiy. One might merely point out that 
it has not been organized by an order of the garrison chief, and the permanent com- 
position of its students has not been set. 


At a number of the inspected schools, includingthat in the Tbilisi Garrison, the con- 
ducting of exercises has been entrusted tote! » to the military jurists. The com- 
manders and the political workers, the heads . @ilitary schools and facilities and 
their deputies are not involved in this work. Moreover, specific measures are far 
from always taken to improve the quality of the lectures and seminars and the at- 
tendance of exercises and legal consulting points have not been set up everywhere 

to provide pedagogical help to the instructors and students. 


The exchange of experience of the schools has not always been properly organized on 
the spot. , [It would be advisable that the political bodies heard reports by the com- 
@unists responsible for the work of this area of legal knowledge in service meet- 
ings, while the party organizations should do this at sessions of the party commit- 
tees and bureaus as well as at meetings. 


It is equally important in the districts and fleets to provide for the centralized 
elaboration of pedagogical aids for the students, to regularly generalize and send 
out to the units reviews on the work of the legal knowledge schools, to periodical- 
ly publish materials in the district and fleet newspapers to help the leaders and 
students of the schools, to disseminate advanced experience and criticize short- 
comings in their activities. 


The time has come to work out the course programs considering the practical activi- 
ties of the students. For example, in training the commanders it is important to 
pay primary significance to the practical questions of administrative activities, 
while for the political workers it is the questions of the methods of the legal in- 
doctrination of the men. The members of the legal aktiv (the people's assessors, 
the people's controllers, the members of the comrades’ courts of honor and the in- 
vestigatore) should be instructed using a program considering the specific features 
of their work. 

















There is every opportunity to strengthen the role of the legal knowledge schools as 
an important propaganda unit directly in the unite and on the ships. To strengthen 
means to focus on them the attention of the command and political bodies and all 
the organizers of the legal training of the personnel, to increase the effective~ 
ness of the training process, and ultimately make ite impact upon the efficiency, 
organization and combat readiness of the men more beneficial. 


At present our entire nation has set the precongress shock watch. All the Soviet 
military with great enthusiasm is endeavoring to greet the 26th CPSU Congress with 
new achievements in military labor, in training, duty and discipline. And the 
legal knowledge schools will play an important role in improving legal propaganda 
and in maintaining examplary military order in the unite and on the ships on the 
threshold of the summit forum of the communists. 
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BALTIC MILITARY DISTRICT: TRAINING RESULTS REVIEWED 


Mosco. KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 21, Nov 80 signed to press 
22 Oct 80 pp 67-71 


[Article by Maj L. Kokorin, deputy chief for Komsomol work in the Political Direc- 
torate of the Red Banner Baltic Military District: "The Field Gives the Grade") 


{Text} The time had come to look around and assess what had been achieved during 
the summer combat training period. In recalling the hot summer days, we out of 
habit apply the word “hot” not only to the weather. Summer is a time of intense 
combat training, when we are examined particularly closely by the field and skies, 


by the firing range and gunnery training centers. 


The young men of our district have something to be proud of. An absolute majority 
of them have mastered the equipment and weapons and the methods of their effective 
employment. The ranks of outstanding men and class specialists are growing, and 
the number of excellent subunits is rising. Responding in their heart to the 
party's appeal to celebrate the approaching 26th CPSU Congress with new successes in 
military service, they have spared no effort to improve their skills. 


The troop collectives of the Guards Sevastopol’ Red Banner Motorized Rifle Training 
Regiment imeni Latyshekiye Strelki and the Motorized Rifle Regiment imeni Aleksandr 
Matrosov are in the vanguard of the competitors. On the occasion of the 110th 
birthday of V. I. Lenin they were awarded the Lenin Diplomas. More than .00 young 
soldiers were awarded decorations of the All-Union Komsomol Central Committee, the 
Baltic republic Komsomol central committees and the Komsomol obkom. 


We know that the best military present to the congress of our native party will be 
the steadfast carrying out of its main demand upon the armed defenders of the 
fatherland, that is, to be in constant combat readiness and this, as is known, is 
based on field and air skills. 


But what can we, the Komsomol activists, do specifically in this important and re- 
sponsible matter? A great deal. Certainly we live in the very thick of the army 
youth, we know their mood, and along with them we are learning military affairs and 
studying to act skillfully on the field and in the air. 


And here there are specific laws, the strict laws of combat. And here there are 
specific evaluations, objective evaluations which are given by the strictest and 
most demanding examiner, the very training field. 











In saying this, I have in mind not only the evaluations received by the partici- 
pants in tactical exercises and training, but aleo by us, the Komsomol workers and 
activists. You will not see such evaluations in the journals and logs, but they 
really do exist and are clearly apparent in daily life. If a company has reached 
new heights in combat training and advances skillfully and defends iteelf ably, 
this is all to the honor of the subunit Komsomol aktiv. If the squadron has carried 
out flights on a high level, and if the young flyers, engineers, technicians and 
mechanics have distinguished themselves, here again the Komsomol activists can ac- 
cept congratulations. Thus the successes of the subunits in combat training are 
largely determined by the initiative of the youth leaders and by their ability to 
lead the people. 


In the district, the secretary of the company Komsomol organization, Sgt V. 
Dmitriyev, has a good reputation. The subunit in which he serves is known for its 
firing experts and class specialists. Of course, this achievement is largely due 
to the company commander, the political worker and the party organization which 
have heen able to unify the collective and lead it to the achieving of the planned 
goals. But some recognition should also be given to the Komsomol secretary and the 
entire company Komsomol organization. Upon their initiative approved by the com- 
mander, special subject evenings and technical contests were held, an exchange of 
experience was organized for the men who had excelled in the field, and special 
bulletins were put out which described the masters of military affairs. At the 
sessions of the Komsomol bureau and at the Komsomol meetings, here you will often 
find a frank and demanding talk about the personal example set by the Komsomol 
activists in the field exercises and on the contribution of each to the success of 
the subunit. 


One such meeting was recently held under field conditions. It was an open one. 

The young soldiers settled themselves in a circle in a meadow which was thickly cut 
with trenches and foxholes, and where quite recently they had driven off an "enemy" 
offensive. “Almost like on the front," one of them said. 


"Right," agreed the secretary of the Komsomol organization, Sgt Dmitriyev. "Inci- 
dentally, precisely here, on the very lines where today we are working out the com- 
bat training mission, our fathers and grandfathers fought courageously against the 
Nazis. Precisely this should inspire us to act decisively and boldly, and to be 
ready to engage in training comat as if it were real. Like they did. Certainly 
we are their direct heirs...." 


As if literally testing this readiness, the delicate silence of dawn was broken by 
the loud words of command, and the motorized rifle troops dashed into the attack. 
Unexpectedly a hitch arose on one of the flanks of the civancing troops. The path 
of the men was blocked by a deep ravine the bottom of which was filled with cold 
water. Of course, this unexpected obstacle could be bypassed, but then they would 
lose those very minutes the price of which is exceptional in combat. And as the 
Komsomol leader Sgt Dmitriyev boldly marched down the steep slope .the others 
followed. Having crossed the obstacle, the attackers opened fire which caught the 
"enemy" by surprise. The mission was successfully carried out. 


Just one episode, but it provides much food for thought. Why did the young sol- 
diers not choose a different easier path, but rather crossed the obstacle without 
halting and decisively? Because they were led by a feeling of soldier and Komsomol 











duty. And why wae the Komsomol secretary the first to meet the difficulties head 
on? Because Sgt Dmitriyev had realized fully that the personal example set by the 
leader of the youth in combat was his Komsaomol duty. 


Precisely people of duty--these are our Komeomol activists. Well known in the dis- 
trict is the name of the member of the regimental Komsomol committee, the holder of 
the insignia of the Komsomol Central Committee "For Military Valor," the pilot let 
class, Capt S. Klyata. Repeatedly the aviators of his flight, basically young ones, 
have emerged the winners in air engagements against the “enemy.” The attacks by the 
flight are inevitably well coordinated, rapid and unstoppable. 


Or the Komsomol committee member Sr Lt S. Blazhchuk. He has deactivated more than 
2,500 explosives which are evil reminders of the past war. For the courage shown, 
the young combat engineer has been awarded the insignia of the Komsomol Central 
Committee "For Military Valor," and the insignia of the USSR Minister of Defense 
“For Mine Clearing." 


Lt M. Alekseyev also ably directs a young collective. His subunit is famous for its 
high-class specialists and precise actions in the field. 


The examples could be continucd but I feel the ones given are sufficient to convinc- 
ingly show that the successes in field and air skills are higher where the youth 
leaders and Komsomol organizations keep a finger on the pulse of combat training, 
and where they provide daily aid to the commander and delve deeply into the heart 

of the matter. 


Specifically how is this help expressed? What forms can be used by the Komsomol 
activists for increasing field skills and the sense of responsibility of the young 
soldiers for the success of each exercise and each training combat? There are many 
of them. 


It is a very good thing when the Komsomol activists aid the political workers in 
conducting meetings with the veterans of the Great Patriotic War directly on the 
field, at the airfield, and before carrying out combat training missions. I recall 
one of the days cof the exercises the young fighter pilots of the aviation regiment 
X, where Sr Lt A. Klochan is a member of the Komsomol committee, were visited by 
Hero of the Soviet Union Maj (Res) P. Shemendyuk, a former squadron commander. The 
story of the hero veteran stirred the hearts of the listeners. And his admoni- 
tion to love the aircraft, to pilot confidently and shoot accurately and to help 

a comrade in combat was later on repeatedly recalled by the young pilots who in the 
air excelled in confidence of actions, bearing, teamwork and boldness of the deci- 
sions taken. 


A great effect is achieved by the skillful use of the combat traditions of a unit in 
Komsomol work. Take the regiment where the activist Sr Lt N. Timchenko serves. The 
youth of the regiment have a good knowledge of the courage and heroism of the fellow 
veterans who fought for Novorossiysk and Kerch'. Upon the initiative of the Komso- 
mol members and unanimously supported by the party organization, here they have 
established a "“Commendatory Card imeni Hero of the Soviet Union S. P. Deyneka." 

The first to possess it were the Komsomol activists, navigator L. Luk'yanov, the 
technician A. Drize and the mechanic V. Mozhenov. 
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In a wooed, many of the youth collectives use these interesting forms of work. 
Along with the others they help to indoctrinate the young servicemen and encourage 
their wholehearted, confident actions during the exercises and field training. 


There is much that is positive in the work of the Komsomol organization where the 
Komsomol activists Jr Sgt S. Kozyrenko and Pfc Ye. Ganin are members. The Komsomol 
members in the subunit were largely responsible for the widely developed competi- 
tion for exceeding the standards of combat work, and contests are held for the title 
of "Best Specialist." But the main ching that distinguishes this collective is that 
here they have achieved the active involvement of the young officers in the work of 
the Komsomol organizations to increase the military skills of the men. Thus, the 
Komsomol committee where Sr Lt R. Vaytitskiy is a member, on the eve of one of the 
exercises, discussed the question of a further improvement in the work of indoctrin- 
ating in the young officers a feeling of responsibility for carrying out their mili- 
tary duty, and their participation in the social life of the collective. In the ap- 
proved decision there were such points as: "the Komsomol committee members Lts V. 
Demin and V. Molokov are to prepare and conduct a special-subject evening on ‘We 
Will be Worthy of the Glory of Our Fathers!'," "the Komsomol committee member Sr Lt 
V. Bashkirov will help Lt V. Kudryashov in preparing the young soldiers for the 
exercise." As we see, the decisions taken were necessary and most important, 
specific. 


Many officers who are Komsomol members and young communists working in the Komsomol 
are continuously carrying out assignments related to preparing for field. rcises 
or training. Lts V. Tokarev and Yu. Dolgov o: ganized a Komsomol raid to check the 
preparation of equipment for taking to the field. Lts A. Usachenko and V. | 
Grigor'yev, upon the assignment of the Kouwsomol committee, prepared several radio 
news broadcasts. Lt V. Toma was responsible for generalizing and disseminating the 
advanced experience of the leading specialists. 


Thus, the committee sees to it that each young officer makes his contribution to the 
Komsomol good deeds to increase the field skills of the men. 


And here it is wise to recall that in certain youth collectives this problem is 
still not so successfully solved. In some places they still cannot (and possibly 
simply do not want) to accustom the young officers to participation in Komsomol 
affairs. And of course the work suffers. Who but the young officer, with his en- 
thusiasm, inspiration, and concern for the success vr his subunit and unit, should 
inspire the men and light the spark of commitment! Who but the young officer can 
in many ways vitalize the work of the Komsomol collective and make a significant 
contribution to carrying out the decisions of the Komsomol organization! 


Again let me return to the example of the Komsomol organization where Sr Lt R. 
Vaytitskiy is a member of the Komsomol committee. During field exercises and train- 
ing the young officers, in carrying out assignments of the Komsomol committee and 
bureau, along with the commander, the political workers and the party activists, 
organized open Komsomol meet ngs, meetings with veterans, technical contests and 
other measures. In a rapidly changing situation, they sought out and found new, 
more effective forms of influencing the men, and skillfully allocated the Komsomol 
activists. And here it has long become a rule that an expericnced specialist or 
activist is always next to a young soldier in the field exercises and training. 
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What is my point? Namely that in the Komsomol influence on young soldiers it is 
essential to use the entire diversity of means, to involve as many activists as 
possible in the work, and endeavor to penetrate more deeply into the problems which 
are raised by military life. 


Where this is at times forgotten, it is difficult to expect good results in field 
skills. Unfortunately, here the examples are not always isolated ones. 


In the Komsomol organization headed by Lt D. Somov, certain soldiers received poor 
grades for tactical exercises. Undoubtedly, they talked with them at a meeting and 
session of the bureau. But the situation did not change for the better. And it 
did not change because the activists were unable to get to the heart of the problem. 
Tuey dealt strictly with the laggards and did this, certainly, correctly. But this 
is not only the task of the Komsomol organization. Here they should also see the 
cause for the lagging of the men. This was because certain junior commanders had 
allowed weaknesses in the exercises and one of the Komsomol officers had also 

been acting to achieve a higher evaluation. Here decisive intervention 

by the secretary and the activists was required, as well as advice from the command- 
er and the party organization secretary. 


Of course, the senior chiefs rectified the situation, but where was the initiative 
from below, the initiative which gives honor to a Komsomol activist and to any 
Komsomol member? 


In the present discussion I would particularly like to stress the following. Mili- 
tary service is difficult, the kilometers of cruises and marches are not easy, and 
the days and nights of exercises and training are hard. But they can be mastered 
by men who meet the difficulties head on, in whose heart burns the pure flame of 
patriotism, and who is ideologically strong, and hence, clear'v sees the goal and 
is aware of his mission as an armed defender of the fatherland. 


The following case comes to mind. One of the subunits was performing listlessly on 
the field. And when some of the participants in the exercises were asked "why?" 
the reply was: "This is all so dull. On the front, everything was clear. The 
enemy was ahead of you. But here...." 


This indifference with the trailing off “but here," forced the Komsomol activists 
to look critically at their work, and to see the shortcomings in the work of indoc- 
trinating in the young personnel a class hate and an understanding of the profound 
sense of their daily ordinary labor, and outline and conduct a number of measures. 


On the eve of the next tactical exercise, participants of the Great Patriotic War 
and those who had lived through the terrors of the occupation were invited as guests 
of the servicemen. Their stories resounded with an appeal for vigilance and for 
raising combat readiness, and they forced each of the listeners to literally see 

the face of the enemy with their own eyes. The Komsomol members E. Rinkyavichus and 
Pvt K. Vasilyus who spoke in response stated that each of them and their comrades 
were ready to act at full force in the exercises, and to serve the fatherland faith- 
fully and honestly. 


But the Komsomol activists did not limit themselves to this, for they realized that 
here they could not get by with just one conversation. There must also be some 
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additional, more effective and accessible forms of influencing the young servicemen. 
At a session of the Komsomol committee, reports were heard by the secretaries of 

the subunit Komsomol organizations on how they were specifically indoctrinating the 
Komsomol members in a militant spirit, and what they were doing so that at each ex- 
ercise the men acted with more militancy, with initiative, verve, and at full force. 


It was decided in each company Komsomol organization to hold a debate on the subject 
"how to prepare oneself for actions in a combat situation?" to publish special 
issues of the wall newspapers, and to conduct seminars with the Komsomol activists 
devoted to the forthcoming exercises. 


The viewing of the film "In a Zone of Special Attention" was also a great help, and 
after this, in the unit club, an interesting conversation was struck up about the 
realism of the plot situations in the film, about the place of a feat in our days, 
and about vigilance. 

"Of course," some said, "for the paratroopers service is full of danger and diffi- 
culties which must be overcome. In a word, it is full of romance. But what about 
us? Certainly we can't do what they do...." 


"But why not? Why do you feel that in our service there are no difficulties or no 
romance?" others responded heatedly. 


The Komsomol activists set the tone in this dispute. And they won out and were able 
to convince their fellow servicemen that each exercise and each taking to the field 
are a sort of surmounting of oneself, and 2 duel with the “enemy” who also is pre- 
paring for battle. 


In this discussion of the film scene there was nothing artificial or feigned. Each 
person who was present in the hall felt that precisely his thoughts were being 
voiced by fellow servicemen and his words about vigilance said by comrades. And 
certainly this was the major accomplishment of the organizers of the debate. 


In speaking about the influence of the Komsomol organizations on the field skills 

of the young servicemen, we must also mention their mastery of the equipment and 
weapons. No matter how well prepared for cvmbat they are morally, politically, 
psychologically and physically, there will be no success without the skillful mas- 
tery of the weapons. And here the Komsomol membe - .. che district have done a good 
deal. Upon the initiative of the Komsomol organizations, in the troops a whole com 
plex of measures has been carried out aimed at increasing the technical preparation 
of the men. 


In the Komsomol organization of the tank regiment whe.e Capt N. Molchanov is a Kom 
somol committee member, the youth activists together with the officers of the tech- 
nical service have prepared and conducted a competition on the subject "Komsomol 
Soldier, How Do You Know the Military Equipment and Weapons?" Question and answer 
evenings were held in the subunits on "Technical Malfunctions, Their Causes and 
Procedure of Elimination," as well as contests on carrying out the technical stand- 
ards. Ir each company and battery, speeches have been organized by the best spe- 
cialists who share their experience, and provide much valuable advice on the opera- 
tion of the equipment and the use of the weapons. All of this has provided posi- 
tive results. The military equipment in the exercises operates trouble-free, and 
the weapons are used effectively. 
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In brief, here a good deal has been done and is being done. 


But no matter what the successes, regardless of the good results we have achieved 
in increasing the military skills of the young servicemen, there is still much to 
be done. 


In being present recently at a meeting in one of the Komsomol organizations, I 
noted the fact that in the report they mentioned the number of grades obtained by 
the men in the field exercises, and only generally spoke about the mistakes made 
here, and about what required correction or decisive intervention by the Komsomol 
organization. 


And I wondered is not the reason that individual shortcomings are still found in 
the field skills of the young servicemen the result of the fact that ot times we 
sketch out the problem in rosy tones? In one instance we keep silent, in another 
we pretend everything is all right, and in still another we do not deal properly 
with the person guilty of a mistake. It is difficult to expect a turn to the 
better. 


.»+-Modern combat is demanding. It demands from its participants the use of all 
forces and knowledge. And the more difficult the mission confronting us, the more 
precise the Komsomol work should be, and the more specific our help to the command- 
ers should become in increasing the field skills of the young soldiers. 


And of course, let us remember that the first imperative for us is for the combat 
training of the Komsomol members, and for their ability and readiness to conduct 
combat under any conditions and in any situation. One of the highest evaluations 
of all our activities and all the work done is made by the combat training field, 
a strict and dispassionate examiner. 
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INDOCTRINATION: PRE-PARTY CONGRESS TASKS AND GOALS 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 21, Nov 80 signed to press 
22 Oct 80 pp 72-78 


[Article by Maj Gen N. Cherednichenko: "The Tasks of the Personnel of a Unit (Ship) 
in Properly Greeting the 26th CPSU Congress") 


[Text] The objective of studying this subject is to mobilize the soldiers, sailors, 
sergeants and petty officers to properly celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress, and to 
successfully carry out the complex and responsible tasks which confront the subunits, 
units and ships in the new training year. 


Two hours should be assigned for the exercise. It is advisable to conduct it by 
the method of narration and a lively, full-scale talk. In the course of the exer- 
cise, it is essential to examine the following questions: 1. The struggle of the 
Soviet people to successfully complete the Tenth Five-Year Plan and properly cele- 
brate the 26th CPSU Congress. 2. The tasks of the personnel in the new training 


year. 


In the brief introduction, it must be pointed out that on 23 February 1981, in the 
capital of our motherland, Moscow, the regular 26th CPSU Congress will commence. 
With ardor and their whole heart our people accepted the decision of the June (1980) 
Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee to convene the congress, as well as the provi- 
sions and conclusions contained in the report at the plenum by the General Secretary 
of the CPSU Central Committee and Chairman of the Pre-idium of the USSR Supreme 
Soviet, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev. The precongress socialist competition is broadening 
and picking up strength in the nation. The men of the USSR Armed Forces are taking 
an active part in it along with all the Soviet people. They are endeavoring to 
properly celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress, and are constantly improving combat 
skills, vigilance and the combat readiness of the subuni.s, units and ships. 


1. The Struggle of the Soviet People to Successfully Conclude the Tenth Five-Year 
Plan and Properly Greet the 26th CPSU Congress 


In beginning to give the material on the first question, it is essential to empha- 
size that each congress of the Communist Party has always been a significant event 
in the life of our nation. V. I. Lenin, in pointing out the exceptional importance 
of the party congresses, indicated that they should settle those questions “which 
are of major political significance due to the conditions of the moment and as a 
consequence of the objective course of social development" (PSS [Complete Collected 
Works], Vol 11, p 12). 








The path traveled by the CPSU convincingly shows that its congresses have discussed 
and settled precisely such questions. Our party has always been and presently re- 
mains unswervingly loyal to the instructions of its leader, V. I. Lenin. The spirit 
of Lenin's demands, his principledness and his scientific approach to settling the 
most important problems of social development--this is what determ ned the work of 
all its congresses. For this reason, each of them was an historical turning point 
in the life of the Soviet people, and it cyened up new horizons for our party and 
nation. In the report at the June (1980) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, 
Comrade L. I. Brezhnev commented: "I am confident that the forthcoming congress 
will be such, and it must define the strategy and the tactics of the struggle for 
the coming stage of communist construction." 


All Soviet people share this confidence. They are focusing their efforts on suc- 
cessfully fulfilling and overfulfilling the plan for the concluding year of the 
Tenth Five-Year Plan, on successfully completing the nearly finished projects, and 


ensuring ‘)° ‘iteady work of the national economy in 1981, the first year of the 
llth Five-\«s lan. It must be emphasized that the past 5 years was marked by the 
active ende. \ of the Communist Party and the workers of our nation to implement 


the economic ‘ategy worked out by the 25th CPSU Congress. Over the past years, 

the economy of mature socialism has developed dynamically and proportionately, and 
the eccnomic potential and defense might of the Soviet state have increased. The 

following facts can be given in affirmation of this. 


In 1979, the national income of the country, in comparison with 1913, had increased 
by 73-fold. It is expected that in 1980, it will exceed the 1975 level by approxi- 
mately 21 percent. The fixed productive capital of the national economy which is 
the foundation of the nation's economic might in 1979, in comparison with 1975, had 
risen by 1 trillion rubles. This increase is almost double the value of the fixed 
capital created during all previous years of Soviet power. The production of in- 
dustrial product in 1980, in comparison with 1975, will increese by approximately 
25 percent. 


At present our nation is responsible for one-fifth of the world industrial produc- 
tion. Prerevolutionary Russia in 1913 was responsible for a little more than 4 per- 
cent of world industrial production. In terms of the produciicn of many major types 
of industrial products, including oil, coal, coke, cement, tractors, mineral fertil- 
izers, diesel locomotives, woolen textiles and leather footwear, the USSR holds a 
firm first place in the world. At present our nation produces more industrial 
products than the entire world produced in 1950. 


Above all the base sectors of the national economy are being developed rapidly, and 
these include machine building and metalwork’ , the chemical and petrochemical in- 
dustries and electric power. Durirg the years of the Tenth Five-Year Plan, the 
Soviet Union built around 1,000 industrial enterprises. These included the Sayano- 
Shushenskaya and Nurek Hydroelectric stations, the Atommash [Nuclear Equipment ] 
Plant and the Kama Truck Plant, the Leningrad, Kursk, Chernobyl’, and Armenian 
Nuclear Power plants, the Lisichansk and Pavlodar Oil refineries, and many other 
national economic installations. Over 1,500 km of railroad track were laid on the 
BAM [Baykal-Amur Mainline]. Sports facilities were put into service for the 23d 
Olympic Games in Moscow. These facilities meet all the requirements of the Inter- 
national Olympic Committee. A majority of them is unique, and for many years to 
come will serve tie cause of the development of physical culture and sports in the 
USSR. 


‘ 106 





The plan for the 6 months of the current year has been successfully fulfilled in 
terms of the total volume of product, and for the growth of labor productivity and 
profits in industry. In 1980, scientific and technical achievements continue to 
be introduced into the national economy. The production of 1,200 new types of 
products was developed and commenced. The output of superior quality products in- 
creased by 19 percent in comparison with the corresponding period of the previous 
year. 


Due to the constant concern of the party, agriculture has taken a major step ahead. 
Over the last three five-year plans, around 400 billion rubles were invested in 
agricultural development. 


The large capital investments into agriculture have made it possible to substantial- 
ly strengthen the physical plant of the kolkhozes and sovkhozes. The countryside 
has received 1.5 million tractors, 426,000 grain harvesting combines, over 1 wil- 
lion trucks, 317 million tons of fertilizers, and more than 7 billion rubles worth 
of machinery for livestock raising and feed production. All of this has produced 
positive results. The average annual gross grain harvest in the nation has risen 
up to 209 million tons, or almost 27 gwillion tons more than in the Ninth Five-Year 
Plan. The productivity of livestock raising has increased. In 1979, the nation had 
in operation over 3,260 livestock complexes which produced and sold to the state 
995,000 tons of pork (on the hoof), 814,000 tons of beef, and 3.1 million tons of 
milk. 


In overcoming the variable weather, the agricultural workers are fighting steadily 
for a high harvest in the final year of the Tenth Five-Year Plan. The workers, 
students and men of the Soviet Army are helping the countryside in bringing in the 
harvest. 


The successes of the national economy have made it possible on a planned basis to 
carry out the party's policy of solving the gout important social questions and 
raising the standard of living of the people. Here the most general index is the 
per capita real income. Over the 4 years this has increased by over 13 percent. 

The quotas of the five-year plan are being met for the rise in employee wages as 
well as the income of the kolkhoz members. In 1979, the wages and salaries were in- 
creased for 31 million employees in the nonproduction sectors. The average monthly 
wage of employees this year will be 168 rubles and the wage payment for kolkhoz mem- 
bers will reach 118 rubles. 


Pension coverage has been improved for many categories of workers, and also the 
material ond domestic conditions for participants of the Great Patriotic War. Re- 
tail trade turnover and medical services for the public ..1.ve been broadened, and 
public education, science an’ culture have continued to develop. 


The party and government have shown constant concern for the Soviet military. Just 
recently there has been a significant improvement in the material support of the 
personnel, and in the food, clothing and medical servicing of the men. Measures 
have been taken to more fully satisfy the spiritual needs of the Soviet military. 


The development of Soviet literature and art has been marked by new achievements. 


Our socialist democracy has become more complete and broader. On 7 October 1977, 
the USSR ratified the current Constitution which reinforced the construction of a 
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developed socialist society in our country. A vivid proof of the true democracy of 
the Soviet system was the ratification of the USSR Law Governing the Basic Powers 
of the Kray and Oblast Soviets and the Soviets of Autonomous Oblaste and Districts 
by the Third Session of the USSR Supreme Soviet, Tenth Sitting. The sociopolitical 
and ideological unity of the Soviet people has grown even atronger. 


In carrying out the decisions of the 25th CPSU Congress, our party has done great 
work in indoctrinating the new man, an active and conscious builder of a communist 
society, a defender of the motherland. The Decree of the CPSU Central Committee 

"On Further Improving Ideological and Political Indoctrination Work" of 26 April 
1979 has become a major program document in the area of the communist indoctrination 
of the Soviet people. 


On the basis of this decree and the provisions and conclusions contained in the 

works and speeches of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, ideological indoctrination continues 

to be improved with all categories of workers, including the men of the Army and Navy. 
This has been vividly embodied in the constantly growing political and labor activeness 
of the masses. In accord with the demands of the Decree of the Party Central Com- 
mittee "On the Socialist Competition to Properly Celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress," 
the pacesetters of production, the collectives of the brigades, sections, farms, 
shops, enterprises and organizations are assuming more intense obligations and are 
increasing the efforts in the struggle to successfully conclude the Tenth Five-Year 
Plan. The workers of the city and countryside are competing to further raise pro- 
duction efficiency and work quality, to accelerate technical progress and increase 
labor productivity, to strictly observe efficient economy, and strengthen labor and 
state discipline. Everywhere a movement has developed under the motto "26 Shock 
Weeks for the 26th CPSU Congress!" 


In concluding the presentation of the material on the first question, it is advisable to 
draw the conclusion that the main result of the Tenth Five-Year Plan consists in the 
fact that the program worked out by the 25th Party Congress for the economic and 
sociopolitical development of our society is being steadfastly carried out. Much 

has been done in this area. But the Soviet people are confronted with new important 

and complicated tasks. The 26th CPSU Congress is working them out. In speaking at 

the ceremony in Alma-Ata devoted to the 60th anniversary of Kazakhstan and the 

Kazakh Communist Party, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev said: "It is a very good thing that 

the preparations for the next 26th CPSU Congress have already become a cause not 

only for the communists but for all our people. 


“From this rostrum I want to warmly greet the participants of the precongress com- 
petition and wish them the most complete and greatest success in laboring for the 
good of our motherland." These words were enthusiastically received by all the 
Soviet people. The workers of the city and countryside and the representatives of 
our glorious intelligentsia are endeavoring to worthily carry out their socialist 
Obligations *nd greet the next congress of the party of Lenin with new achievements 
in labor. 


2. The Tasks of the Personnel in the New Training Year 
In going on to give the material for the second question, it is important to stress 


that the Soviet peuple need peace above all else for carrying out the grandiose 
plans of communist construction. As a result of the great efforts of the USSR, the 
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fraternal socialist countries and the progressive and democratic community of the 
world, an improvement in the international situation was achieved. However, re- 
recently the most reactionary imperialist circles have opposed the positive changes 
in the world by a policy dictated by the teluctance to consider the strengthening of 
the positions of socialiem, the successes of the national liberation movement and 
the growth of antiimperialist forces ae a whole. "“Imperialiem," stressed Comrade 
L. Il. Breshnev in hie report at the June (1980) Plenum of the CPSU Central Commit- 
tee, “has clearly set as ite aim to test the will of the people for peace, yours 
and my, comrades, goodwill and determination to follow the path of detente and good 
neighbor liness."” 


The main guilty parties in the exacerbation of the international situation are the 
United States and ite partners in the aggressive NATO bloc. Not so long ago the 
Washington Administration proclaimed a so-called “new nuclear strategy." Ite es- 
sence comes down to making the idea of nuclear war more acceptable for public opin- 
ion. The White House has sought justification for ite actions in demagogic argu- 
ments about the possibility of a “limited” or “partial” use of nuclear weapons. 

But the peoples of the world are not deceived. They realize that this is an ex- 
tremely dangerous policy which brings world civilization to the brink of nuclear 
catastrophe. 


The international situation is aleo sharply aggravated by the great power, hegemo- 
nistic claims of the present Chinese lesdership. Beijing has long viewed the Soviet 
Union as the “number one enemy." Ite efforte are aimed at putting together a very 
broad united front with the participation of the imperialists and reactionaries of 
all hues for fighting against our country, the socialist commonwealth as a whole, 
and against all the forces of national liberation, peace and progress. 


In this situation, the CPSU and the Soviet government have shown truly Leninist re- 
straint, principledness and firmness in foreign policy affairs, they have consist- 
ently and decisively defended the state interests of the Soviet people, our friends 
and allies on the world scene, and the interests of international security. Regard- 
less of the fierce resistance by the aggressive imperialist forces and their sup- 
porters, the Soviet policy of peace has steadily made headway in all directions. 


At the same time, the CPSU Central Committee has drawn the attention of our people 
to the complexity and contradictoriness of the international situation, to the 
growth of the military preparations of imperialiew, and to the further strengthening 
of its aggressiveness. This necessitates constant vigilance from the Soviet people, 
the greatest possible strengthening of the defense capability of the motherland, 

and a constant rise in the military preparedness of the USSR Armed Forces. “The 
Soviet Army and Navy,’ commented the member of the Polituuro of the CPSU Central 
Committee and USSR Minister of Defense, Mar SU D. F. Ustinov, “possess modern 
weapons and military equipment which embody the last achievements of scientific and 
technical progress. These weapons are in the hands of the worthy heirs of the mili- 
tary glory of the heroic older generation and participants of the Great Patriotic 
War. To the constant concern of the party and people they are responding with new 
successes in military and political training and with remarkable patriotic initia- 
tives." 


In the Armed Forces a new training year will soon begin. The per.onnel of the Army 
and Navy is entering it in a situation of a great patriotic upsurge brought about by 











the preparations for the 26th CPSU Congress. The Soviet military ia fully deter- 
mined to properly celebrate the highest forum of our nation's communists, 


In the new training year the men of the Army and Navy are confronted by complicated 
and responsible taske. The main one ie to further raise the field, air and sea 
skills and the combat readiness of the unite and ships to a higher level. To learn 
to be victorious over 4 strong, technically equipped enemy, to master the art of 
both offensive and defensive combat, to make full use of all means of combat, to 
act ekillfully during the day and at night, under any climatic and weather condi- 
tions and on any terrain=-these are the demands made upon the combat training of the 
personnel. 


In beginning to carry out the plane and programe for the wew training year, having 
joined the precongress socialist competition, the Soviet military is relying on 
acquired experience. During che last training year, a majority of the subunite, 
unite and ships achieved high indicators. One might give the example of the guards 
tank regiment under the command of Guards Lt Col A. Arkhireyev. Here the missions 
of gunnery and technical training were worked on by the men in an atmosphere of 
combat competitiveness and the struggle among the servicemen and subunits for firet 
place. The tank troops demonstrated mature skill on the range, the te.k driving 
range, and in training engagements. They have prepared well for the new training 
year, having set the obligation to keep the tirle of outstanding for the regiment. 





A high pitch of training is inconceivable without active efforts by each man. From 
the very first exercises, the soldiers and sailors must endeavor to excellently 
master their specialty and surpass the established standards. For this it is im 
portant to use every minute of training time in such 4 manner that it serves the 
interests of combat training. High combat readiness is that degree of troop readi- 
ness to carry out combat missions which ensures the making of prompt, rapid and bold 
strikes against the aggressor, the thwarting of its plans, and the decisive defeat 
of the enemy. For this it is essential that each so'dier or sailor profoundly un- 
derstands his duty as an armed defender of the motherland, be able to skillfully em 
ploy the weapons and military equipment assigned to him, and maintain them in con- 
stant readiness for combat. 


It is important to remember that combat readiness should be high not only by a 
certain date, but at any moment. Recently the enemies of peace have sharply in- 
creased their aggressive preparations and are openly discussing plans to attack the 
Soviet Union and the fraternal socialist countries. Under these conditions, each 
Soviet soldier patriot wust do everything within his power to reliably defend the 
motherland. And for this it is essential to work industriously at each exercise, 
to value each minute of training time, and be considerate of one's weapon and mili- 
tary equipment. It is essential that the propagandist tell the soldiers and sailors 
what tasks they must carry out in mastering the weapons and military equipment, and 
give as an example those who have expertly mastered their specialty. It is also 
advisable to tell the students about the forthcoming tasks in field, air and sea 
skills. Here it is essential to emphasize that combat readiness depends not only 
upon a high level of training in each specialist, but also upon the flawless combat 
teamwork of the military collective as a whole. 


Combat readiness is very closely linked with vigilance. For the Soviet serviceman, 
to be vigilant means to closely follow the intrigues of our enemies, to be able to 
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promptly recognize the aggressive plans of the imperialists and their supporters, 
and if need be, thwart these plans. The missile troops, the personnel of the Air 
Defense Troops and the other subunits which stand combat duty should show particu- 
larly high vigilance. “hie is also essential for the sailors on long sea and ocean 
cruises. Without vigilance the activities of the men in all other combat special- 
ties are inconceivable. 


At no time must one forget that enemy intelligence is presently interested in a 
great deal. Of particular value for it is information on the position, size and 
weapons of the troops and naval forces. The spies collect the information they need 
literally grain by grain, often with the aid of chatterers, those fond of drink, and 
other morally dissolute people. There must be a decisive struggle against such 
persons if they are found in a subunit, unit or ship. A soldier or sailor should 
atrictly observe the rules for carrying out radio and telephone calle. It is essen- 
tial to avoid conversations about official matters on leave, particularly when in 
public places. Even in corresponding with relatives and close friends, reasonable 
restraint must be observed in terms of official questions. This will make it pos- 
sible to close off access to our secrets for the enemy, and to maintain military 
and state secrecy. 


An important component in combat readiness is strong military discipline, and proper 
order in the Army and Navy. The soldiers, sailors, sergeants and petty officers 
must constantly develop high moral-political and combat qualities, and a feeling of 
responsibility for their conduct and skills, and for the cause of the military col- 
lective as a whole. From the very first days of service it is essential to learn 
to strictly observe the requirements of the military regulations, the Soviet laws, 
and orders of commanders and chiefs. This is a reliable way to success in military 
and political training, and a guarantee for high combat readiness of the subunits, 
unite and ships. 





Military expertise is also strengthened and honed in the socialist competition. 
During the period of preparing for the 26th Party Congress it has assumed truly 
all-encompassing scope. The men have enthusiastically accepted increased socialist 
obligations, and are endeavoring to attain new heights in military and political 
training, and make their contribution to improving the combat readiness of the sub- 
units, unite and ships. 


In each armed service and branch of troops there - .wwerous examples of the 
patriotic initiative of the personnel. Each day of training for the tank and mis- 
sile troops, the sailors and aviators, the motorized rifle and artillery troops 

and the men of all combat specialties is full of great endeavor and self-sacrificing 
military service. They are fighting steadily to successfully carry out the social- 
ist obligations, and are preparing to properly celebrate the next 26th CPSU Congress. 
In the Ground Forces, the personnel of the four-time order winning guards motorized 
rifle regiment of the Rogachev Guards Motorized Rifle Division imeni the Verkhovnyy 
Sovet BSSR [Belorussian Supreme Soviet) is endeavoring to celebrate the 26th CPSU 
Congress with new accomplishments in military service. The movement is broadening 
for the excellent execution of each combat training missile launch and the mainten- 
ance jobs in the Strategic Missile Troops. To vigilantly stand combat duty and to 
achieve maximum use of the capabilities of the equipment and weavus--these obliga- 
tions have been assumed by the men of the subunits of the air defense troops. “An 
outstanding result for each precongress day, and an excellent evaluation for each 
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flight shift!"--thie is the motto of the military aviators. The personnel of the 
cruiser "Kiev," having set the precongress watch, has promised to carry out all the 
course problems and combat exercises with only a higher evaluation. Many subunits 

of the military construction trooye are revising and accepting increased obligations, 
while the railroad troops involved in the construction of the BAM at the end of the 
year, above the plan, will open up operational traffic on a new 35-km track section. 


The Decree of the CPSU Central Committee "On the Socialist Competition to Properly 
Celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress" has provided a significant impetus to the patri- 
otic movement of the Army and Navy personnel. It has armed each serviceman, each 
Army and Navy collective with a specific program of actions. In accord with this 
decree, the Armed Forces are broadening the competition for the title of outstanding 
regiment, ship, subunit and crew. The initiative "Not a Single Laggard Nearby!" is 
assuming a real content. Everywhere there is a steady struggle for economy and 
thriftiness. These and many other examples are vivid proof that the coming CPSU 


Congress is inspiring the men of the Army and Navy to shock work, intense combat 
training and excellent service. 


Our party teaches that the ideological conviction of the men, their loyalty to the 
motherland and to the people, and a profound understanding on the part of each 
serviceman of his personal responsibility for defending the socialist fatherland 
lie at the basis of constant combat readiness. The member of the Politburo of the 
CPSU Central Committee and the USSR Minister of Defense, Mar SU D. F. Ustinov, has 
stressed: “Our advantage has always been and remains an advantage in the ideologi- 
cal loyalty and consciousness of people, in their high socialist patriotism." 


Each soldier and sailor must thoroughly study the materials of the June and October 
(1980) plenums of the CPSU Central Committee, the speeches of Comrade L. I. Brezh- 
nev at them, the speech of Brezhnev in Kazakhstan, and the other documents of the 
CPSU and the Soviet government. This will help the men to better understand the 
policy of the Communist Party at the present stage, as well as the tasks confront~- 
ing the Armed Forces, to analyze and understand the events occurring in our nation 
and on the international scene. Communist conviction and political awareness give 
a defender of the motherland vital strength, the ability to defend his convictions 
and to rebuff the ideological attacks of our class enemies. 


It must then be stressed that the coming 26th CPSU Congress is a noteworthy event 
in the life of our entire party. in preparing to properly greet it, the Army and 
Navy communists are mobilizing the personnel to carry out the tasks of combat train- 
ing and service on a high level, and are in the vanguard of the struggle to further 
increase the combat readiness of the troop collectives. They head all the leading 
unite and formations, as well as 75 percent of the subunits which have achieved 
outstanding and good indicators in military and political training. In the exer- 
cise it is possible to tell the men about the activities of the party organizations 
of a subunit, unit or ship, and about the active work of the communists on the 
threshold of the 26th Party Congress, and note their personal example in carrying 
out party and service duties. 


The Army and Navy Komsomol organizations are taking a more militant part in the 
patriotic movement to properly celebrate the forthcoming party congress. In con- 
sidering that the basic portion of the audience will be made up of military Komsomol 
members, it is important to remind them that a Komsomo] member is obliged to set an 
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example in training and service and in carrying out socialist obligations, to help 
his comrades in mastering military skills, and not fear to tell the truth. A great 
deal can be done by the military Komsomo] members to intensify the competition in 
the subunit, to prevent laggards in training or undisciplined soldiers or sailore in 
the collective, to organize the leisure of the men in an interesting and attractive 
manner, and etrengthen friendship and comradestip. 


The Army and Navy Komsomol organizations are taking an active part in the all-Union 
relay of Komsomol affairs, and this is being conducted upon the decision of the 
Komsomol Central Committee. In the Army and Navy this is being carried out under 
the motto “Our Military Service for the Motherland and Party, and a Worthy Greeting 
for the 26th CPSU Congress!" The relay is to be held in two stages and should con- 
tribute to a further rise in the initiative and creative activeness of the Army and 
Navy youth, to mobilize them to struggle for achieving high results in military 
and political training, to master modern equipment and weapons, and to strengthen 
military discipline and proper order. 


The new training year is not far off, but, as they say, close at hand. And we must 
commence studies without delay. It must not be forgotten that you cannot recover 
lost time. From the very first day it is important to organize one's labor in such 
a manner that it is crowned with outstanding successes and the complete fulfillment 
of the socialist obligations assumed in honor of the 26th CPSU Congress. 


In concluding the exposition of material on the subject, it is advisable to empha- 
size that the carrying out of the responsible tasks in preparing for the forthcoming 
party congress to a decisive degree will depend upon the steadfast, daily labor of 
each soldier and sailor, sergeant and petty officer. The demand of the CPSU of not 
resting on the achieved level, of constantly increasing the quality and efficiency 
of military service, of continuously improving combat readiness, and of increasing 
the efforts to successfully carry out the assumed socialist obligations in honor of 
the 26th CPSU Congress should become a law in the life of the Soviet military. 


Our people have confidence in their armed defenders, and see in them the reliable 
guards of their peaceful labor. It is not easy to justify this trust. At present 
it is not enough for a soldier or sailor to merely be a good specialist. In the 
course of the precongress socialist competition, it is essential that each service- 
man endeavor to become an outstanding man in military and political training, a 
master of his job and a ranked athlete. Preciseiy the personal successes of a sol- 
dier or sailur in military service will be his contributic: to the common cause of 
his military collective to properly celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress. And the 
higher these successes, the higher will be the combat readiness of the subunit, unit, 
ship, and the Armed Forces as a whole. 


For the exercises it is desirab.e to make up visual aids which show the achievements 
of the Soviet people in successfully carrying out the quotas of the Tenth Five-Year 
Plan, to write out individual statements by Lenin, excerpts from recent party docu- 
ments, from the works and speeches of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev on the necessity for 
firm military discipline, high vigilance and combat readiness in the Army and Navy. 


In the evening, it is possible to organize the viewing of the available films on 
the subject as well as the documentary films "A Poem About Communists," "According 
to Lenin's Plan," "Unity. (The Party and the People)," and "I Serve the Soviet 
Union." 
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For independent reading during evening houre, it is recommended that the soldiers 

and sailors study the work of V, I. Lenin “How Should the Competition be Organized?" 
(PSS, Vol 35, pp 195-205); the report of Comrade L. LI. Brezhnev “Report of the CPS) 
Central Committee and the Next Taske of the Party in the Area of Domestic and 
Foreign Policy" ("Materialy XXV S"yezda KPSS" [Materiales of the 25th CPSU Congress), 
pp 75, 76, 83); the materials of the June (1980) Plenum of the CPSU Central Commit- 
tee (PRAVDA, 24 June 1980), the Decree of the Party Central Committee "On the Social- 
ist Competition to Properly Celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress" (PRAVDA, 27 July 1980); 
and the speech of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev at the ceremony in Alma-Ata devoted to the 
60th anniversary of Kazakhstan and the Kazakh Communist Party (PRAVDA, 30 August 
1980). 


Literature for Propagandists 


1. V. I. Lenin, “How Should the Competition be Organized?" PSS [Complete Collected 
Works], Vol 35, pp 195-205. 


2. V. I. Lenin, "The Great Initiative,” PSS, Vol 39, pp 1-29. 
3. V. I. Lenin, "On a Professional Basis,” PSS, Vol 35, pp 408-409. 


4. “Konstitutsiya (Osnovnoy Zakon) SSSR" [Constitution (Basic Law) of the USSR], 
Articles 31, 32, 62, 63. 


5. “Programma KPSS" [Program of the CPSU], Politizdat, 1976, pp 110-112. 

6. L. I. Brezhnev, “Report of the CPSU Central Committee and the Next Tasks of 
the Party in the Area of Domestic and Foreign Policy," "Materialy XXV S"yezda 
KPSS" [Materials of the 25th CPSU Congress], pp 22-25, 71-89. 

7. “O Dal'neyshem Uluchshenii Ideologicheskoy, Politiko-Vospitatel'noy Raboty” 
[On the Further Improvement of Ideological and Political-Indoctrination Work], 
Decree of the CPSU Central Committee of 26 April 1979. 


8. “Materials of the June (1980) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee," PRAVDA, 
24 June 1980. 


9. “Materials of the October (1980) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee," PRAVDA, 
22 October 1980. 


10. “On the Socialist Competition to Properly Celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress," 
Decree of the CPSU Central Committee, PRAVDA, 27 July 1980. 


ll. L. I. Brezhnev, “Speech at the Ceremony in Alma-Ata Devoted to the 60th Anni- 
versary of Kazakhstan and the Kazakh Communist Party," PRAVDA, 30 August 1980. 


12. D. F. Ustinov, "Shest'desyat Let na Strazhe Zavoyevaniy Velikogo Oktyabrya” 
[Sixty Years on Guard for the Victories of Great October], Politizdat, 1978. 


13. D. F. Ustinov, “An Immortal Feat,” PRAVDA, 2 September 1980. 
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14, A. A. Yepishev, "“Partiya--Organizator Nashikh Pobed" [The Party--The Organizer 
of Our Victories], Voyeniadat, 1978. 


15. “Materiales of the Meeting of the Political Consultative Committee of the Warsaw 
Pact States,” PRAVDA, 16 May 1980. 


16. “Materials of a Conference of the Command and Political Leadership of the 
Army and Navy," KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL, No 14, 1980. 


17. "Materiales of the Conference of Army and Navy Ideological Workers," KRASNAYA 
ZVEZDA, 4 October 1980. 
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BOOK REVIEW: MILITARY QUESTIONS IN PARTY AND STATE DOCUMENTS 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 21, Nov 80 signed to press 
22 Oct 80 pp 82-85 


[Review by Col B. Stepanov of the book "Voyennyye Voprosy v Dokumentakh KPSS i 
Sovetskogo Gosudarstva" (Military Questions in the Documents of the CPSU and the 
Soviet State), annotated bibliographic index, Moscow, Voyenizdat, 1980, 461 pages, 
price 1 ruble 60 kopecks] 


{[Text] Scientific bibliography provides great help in profoundly studying CPSU 
policy in the area of Soviet military organizational development and in the diverse 
activities of the party to create and strengthen the Soviet Armed Forces and organ- 
ize the defense of the victories of socialism. This fully explains the interest 
which the military readers have shown in the annotated bibliographic index "Mili- 
tary Questions in the Documents of the CPSU and the Soviet State" which has been 
prepared by a group of authors from the Military Section of the Order of Lenin 
State Library of the USSR imeni V. I. Lenin. The book includes information on 
more than a thousand party and state documents, and has no equal in terms of the 
completeness of covering literature on military questions. 


The genesis of the Soviet Armed Forces and their heroic history are inseparably 
linked with the name of V. I. Lenin. To him belongs the historical accomplishment 
of establishing the military program of the proletarian revolution, working out the 
teachings on the defense of the socialist fatherland and setting up the Soviet 
Armed Forces. From the very rich military heritage of V. I. Lenin, the index an- 
notates the reports and speeches at Communist Party congresses, party conferences, 
soviet congresses, the congresses and conferences of workers, sessions of the local 
soviets, and speeches to the men of the Red Army. Annotations are also found on 
declarations, resolutions, appeals and letters written by V. I. Lenin and published 
as party and governmental documents ("Declaration of the Rights of Workers and the 
Exploited People," "The Socialist Fatherland in Danger!" "Everything into the 
Struggle Against Denikin!" and other decrees of Soviet power during the period of 
1917-1923). 


But the basic content of the collection is comprised of a bibliography of docu- 
ments from the Communist Party and Soviet government during the period from October 
1917 through July 1979. These are materials of the party congresses and account- 
ability reports at them, the decisions of the all-Union party conferences and 
Central Committee plenums, the decrees, circulars, letters, the appeals of the 
party Central Committee and other party documents, the laws of the Soviet state, 
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the decrees of the VTsIK (All-Russian Central Executive Committee], the ukases of 
the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet, the decrees of the Soviet government, 
the Labor and Defense Council and the State Defense Committee. 


The book provides annotations on the reports and speeches of the General Secretary 
of the CPSU Central Committee, the Chairman of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme 
Soviet and Chairman of the USSR Defense Council, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, on (ve 
questions of ensuring the security of the USSR and the fraternal socialist countries, 
strengthening the defense capability of our state and the combat might of the Soviet 
Armed Forces at the present stage. 


The book also includes the geographic information on certain documents of the inter- 
national conferences of communist and workers parties, and the joint resolutions of 
the Marxist-Leninist parties and the governments of the fraternal countries in the 
area of strengthening defense capability and organizing collective defense of the 
socialist commonwealth, and so forth. 


All the material has been grouped by subjects in chapters. Within the chapters 
there are sections in which the documents are placed in a chronological order. Such 
systematization provides an opportunity to trace clearly how the party has creative- 
ly developed the Marxist-Leninist teachings on the war and the army, and on a 
strictly scientific base tas posed and actually solved one or another question of 
military organizational development under the concrete historical conditions. Thus, 
an annotated list of a large number of works by V. I. Lenin, and party and state 
documents expressing the essence of Lenin's teachings on the defense of the social- 
ist fatherland and establishing the need to create and strengthen the army of a 
socialist state is devoted to disclosing the historic necessity of the armed de- 
fense of the socialist fatherland and the strengthening of the defense capability of 
the USSR and the other countries of the socialist commonwealth. 


After the victory of Great October, history posed the very difficult and at the same 
time immediate task of organizing the defense of the socialist state against the 
imperialist aggressors, for as V. I. Lenin pointed out: "Any revolution is worth 
something only if it is able to defend itself..." (p 11) [page numbers refer to re- 
viewed index]. 


The presence of a permanent military threat from the imperialists demanded from the 
young Soviet republic the creation of a qualitat‘...y new military organization, an 
army of workers and peasants which would be capable of defeating the combined forces 
of the domestic and external counterrevolution, and to defend the victories of the 
people and Soviet power. The victorious proletariat would need a permanent, pro- 
fessional, regular army, strong in political awareness avd iron military discipline. 
Vv. I. Lenin, in a report on foreign policy at a joint session of the VTsIK and the 
Moscow Soviet of 14 May 1918, in affirming the necessity of defending the socialist 
fatherland, pointed out: "We are the defenders after 25 October 1917, we have won 
the right to defend the fatherland." And further: "Precisely because we are sup- 
porters of the defense of the fatherland, we say that for defense there must be a 
firm and strong army, a strong rear..." (p 10). 


This very idea is worked out in the works of V. I. Lenin "The Next Tasks of Soviet 
Power" the political report of the Central Committee to the Seventh Emergency Con- 
gress of the RKP(b) [Russian Communist Party (Bolshevik)], in the report to the 
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Fourth Extraordinary All-Russian Congress of Soviets on the ratification of the 
peace treaty, and in other documents annotated in the collection, 
In creating a new type of army, V. I. Lenin and the Communist Party gave exceptional 
attention to working out the basic principles of its organizational development. 

The correct and scientific solution to this problem determined the outcome of all 
work in the area of the organizational development of the armed forces of a social- 
ist state and the army which would conform fully to the nature and character of the 
sociopolitical system as well as meet the needs of a possible war and the develop- 
ment level of military affairs. The reviewed index gives documents which disclose 
the content of the basic Leninist principles of military organizational development 
and the social nature of the Armed Forces of the Soviet state. 


Along with a bibliography of materials on the necessity of defending the socialist 
fatherland and creating and strengthening a new type of army, the book also cites 
documents which make it possible for the reader to have a full notion cf the course 
of the organizational development of the Armed Forces in the various s.ages of the 
development of the Soviet state, and to draw the well-reasoned conclusion that only 
under the leadership of a Marxist-Leninist party is it possible to achieve high de- 
fense capability in the country, andcreate an army which is able to suppress the 
resistance of the overthrown exploiting classes and reliably defend the victories 
of socialism. 


We were able to be victorious because, V. I. Lenin pointed out at the Ninth RKP(b) 
Congress, the leading role in the defense of the Soviet state was assumed by the 
Communist Party. “And only because the party was on guard, the party was most 
strictly disciplined, because the authority of the party unified all the departments 
and institutions, and under the slogan which was given by the Central Committee, as 
a single man there marched scores, hundreds, thousands and ultimately millions, and 
only because unprecedented sacrifices were made--only for this reason could the 
miracle which did occur actually occur" (p 90). 


In this regard of great interest are the documents of the CPSU and the Soviet state 
from the period of the Great Patriotic War. The war subjected the military organi- 
zational abilities of the Communist Party and its leading bodies and all organiza- 
tions to a severe test. This test reaffirmed the maturity and great competence of 
the party, its capacity to successfully handle the most complex tasks of directing 
military operations, and the ability to mobilize the masses of people and the 
servicemen to fight the enemy and to utilize all reserves and possibilities for 
achieving victory. 


The Leninist principle of party leadership over the Armed Forces, as the underlying 
principle of Soviet military organizational development, was further developed in 
the CPSU Program, in the decisions of the party congresses and the other party docu- 
ments. Under present-day conditions, the leading role of the Communist Party in the 
area of military organizational development has increased even more, In the greet- 
ings of the CPSU Central Committee, the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet and the 
USSR Council of Ministers to the Soviet military on the occasion of the 60th anni- 
versary of the USSR Armed Forces it is stated that all the heroic history of the 
Soviet Army and Navy shows that the inexhaustible sources of their strength and in- 
vincibility have been and remain the wise leadership of the Leninist party, their 
inseparable unity with the people, the indisputable advantages of the socialist 
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social and state system, ardent Soviet patriotism and proletarian internationalism 
(see p 105). 


The CPSU, loyal to the Leninist principles of socialist internationalism, has made 
a great contribution to s°rengthening unity with the fraternal socialist countries, 
including in the military area. In this regard, the attention of the readers will 
be drawn to the documents disclosing the international role of the Soviet Armed 
Forces and the activities of the party and Soviet state in the area of strengthen- 
ing the military cooperation among the Warsaw Pact armies. Their contents clearly 
show that military cooperation among the armies of the socialist states is a quali- 
tatively new sociohistorical phenomenon which arises naturally as a result of the 
founding and development of the world socialist system. The Warsaw Pact is the 
practical embodiment of Lenin's ideas of socialist internationalism. 


The documents contained in the annotated index disclose the new social makeup of the 
Soviet Armed Forces and point out their functions at the present stage. A developed 
socialist society which has been built in our country does not need an army for 
solving internal social problems. The presence of the army is necessitated exclu- 
sively by external conditions, chat is, by the fact of the existence of world im- 
perialism and its aggressive aspirations. In the USSR Constitution, the defense of 
the socialist fatherland is defined as one of the most important functions of the 
state and a cause of all the people. The duty of the USSR Armed Forces to the 
people, the Basic Law states, is to securely defend the socialist fatherland, to be © 
in constant combat readiness guaranteeing an immediate rebuff of any aggressor 

(see p 54). 


Among the diverse activities of the Communist Party in the area of further strength- 
ening the Soviet Armed Forces, an important place is held by the question of the 
training and indoctrination of the command, the political and engineer personnel of 
the Army and Navy. As the book points out, the party Central Committee has approved 
a number of general party and special decisions concerned with a further improve- 
ment in personnel work in the Armed Forces. 


The tasks and basic directions of work with the military personnel have been clearly 
formulated in the CPSU Program and the materials of the 25th Party Congress. "The 
party," the CPSU Program states, “will be.constantly concerned with the training of 
totally loyal command, political and technical personnel for the Army and Navy re- 
cruited from the best representatives of the Sov‘ yevpie. It considers it neces- 
sary that the command personnel steadily master Marxist-Leninist theory, have high 
military technical training, meet all requirements of modern military theory and 
practice, and strengthen military discipline" (p 217). 


One of the most important areas of CPSU leadership over military organizational de- 
velopment is party political work in the Army and Navy. The index gives a list of 
Lenin's works, party congress decisions, Central Committee decrees and other party 
documents disclosing the activities of the CPSU in the area of creating and 
strengthening the political bodies and party and Komsomol organizations in the 
Soviet Armed Forces, and organizing party political work in the troops. The entire 
contents of the works of V. I. Lenin and the party documents are permeated with the 
central, main idea that party construction and party political work comprise an in- 
separable part in the activities of the Communist Party to lead the Armed Forces. 
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Lenin's works and the party documents establish the ways, forms and methods of 
party political work, and they bring out and describe its principles. These in- 
clude: communist party loyalty, purposefulness, continuity, concreteness, effi- 
ciency, a unity of organizational and ideological activities, and a close tie with 
the common tasks of the Soviet state, with the activities of the local party organ- 
izations and the specific tasks confronting the Army and Navy. 


In carrying out the legacy of V. I. Lenin, our party has always ascribed and does 
ascribe primary signficance to party political work. Its importance and signifi- 
cance have risen particularly under present-day conditions. This is explained by 
the increased volume and complexity of the tasks carried out by the Army and Navy, 
by the fundamental transio nations in all areas of military affairs, by the quali- 
tative changes in the personnel of the units and ships, by the exacerbation of the 
struggle between the two ideologies--communist and bourgeois--by the danger of the 
aggressive forces of imperialism starting a new war, and by the greater role played 
by the moral-political factor in achieving victory over the enemy. 


In the interests of increasing the effectiveness of party-political work, on 

21 January 1967, the CPSU Central Committee ratified the Decree "On Measures to Im- 
prove Party Political Work in the Soviet Army and Navy." Of enormous significance 

were the Fifth All-Army Conference of Party Organization Secretaries (March 1973), 

the All-Army Conference of Komsomol Organization Secretaries (March 1974), and the 

All-Army Conference of Ideological Workers (January 1975). 


From the documents annotated in the book, one can clearly see that in the Armed 
Forces each year ideological work is becoming richer and more diverse. Its con- 
tents have been significantly enriched since the 25th CPSU Congress. The book 
quotes the words of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev said by him at the 25th Party Congress: 
"In speaking about indoctrination, comrades, one cannot help but take up that enor- 
mous role which is played in this ares by the Soviet Army. The young men arrive 

in the militar, family without having experience in life. But they return from the 
army already as men who have undergone the school of endurance and discipline and 
who have received technical and professional knowledge and political training" 

(p 315). 


The Decree of the CPSU Central Committee "On Further Improving Ideological and 
Political Indoctrination Work" of 26 April 1979 is of important significance for 
further raising ideological indoctrination in the Soviet Armed Forces. In it the 
CPSU Central Committee instructed the USSR minister of defense and the Main Politi- 
cal Directorate of the Soviet Army and Navy "to carry out measures aimed at further 
strengthening the indoc.-inational role of the Soviet Armed Forces. To multiply 
the glorious traditions of the Army and Navy service in which is a remarkable 
school of labor and military skills, of moral purity and courage, patriotism and 
comradeship" (p 250). 


The materials of the book show that the CPSU has created an ordered system of party 
political leadership in the Army and Navy. The political bodies are the leading 

party bodies of the Communist Party in the USSR Armed Forces. In all their activi- 
ties they are guided by the CPSU Program and Bylaws, by the congress decisions, and 
by the decrees of the CPSU Central Committee and Soviet government. The political 
bodies also organize their practical work on the basis of the Regulation Governing 
the Political Bodies of the Soviet Army and Navy, the orders and directives of the 
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Minieter of defense and the chief of the Main Political Directorate of the Soviet 
Army and Navy. At present, ae over all their history, the political bodies effec- 
tively combine the carrying out of party-political and military-administrative 
functions. 


The Army and Navy party organizations are one of the important detachments of the 
CPSU. The CPSU Central Committee has been constantly concerned with the etrengthen- 
ing of them and with reinforcing their role and influence on the life of the troops. 
The documents of the index thoroughly and conviacingly show the decisive role of 

the communists in increasing the combat readiness of the Soviet Armed Forces, The 
communists are the cohesive strength of the military collectives, This is why the 
CPSU constantly-<both in peacetime and particularly during periods of military 
triale--ie concerned that ite best forces are in the army, Thus, the Decree of the 
RKP(b) Central Committee of 29 July 1918 pointed out that in line with the deteri- 
oration of the situation on the Eastern Front, the Cencral Committee considered it 
necessary to carry out @ mass mobilization of the communists for the front. The 
organizational report of the Central Committee (March 1919) pointed out that the 
offensive of the White Czechs and the difficult situation of the Soviet republic 
necessitated a mass (one-fift. of the total party members) mobilization of the con- 
@unists, predominantly ‘nm che Petrograd and Moscow organizations (see p 251). 


This experience was also used during the years of the Great Patriotic War. Comrade 
L. 1. Brezhnev, in a report at a ceremony devoted to the 20th anniversary of the 
Great Victory, pointed out that around one-third of the members of the party Central 
Jommittee were on the front. The secretaries of the raykoms, gorkoms, obkoms, and 
kraykoms, and of the central committees of the Union republic communist parties 

were sent into the operational army and into the enemy rear, At the end of 194., 
there were 1.3 million communists in the Red Army (see p 262). 


The most important indicators for the etrengt)) and combat might of the Soviet Armed 
Forces are their equipping with modern weapuens and military equipment. The ques- 
tions of logistic support and technical equipping of the Soviet Armed Forces are 
solved on the basis of the military policy elaborated by V. I. Lenin and the Com- 
mist Party considering the development level of the netional economy and the par- 
ticular features of modern warfare. The leader of our patcy repeatedly pointed out 
that military equipment and the best machines are one of the mair. sources for super- 
iority in military affairs, for in a war “the upser hand is gained by the side which 
has the greatest equipment, organization, discipssne and the best machines..." 

(p 317). 


The annotations to Lenin's works such as the Report on Foreign Policy at a Joint 
Session of the VIsIK and the Moscow Soviet of 14 May )Sic, the “Theses of the RKP(b) 
Central Committee on the Situation of the Eastern Front” of 11 April 1919, the 
Report at the Second All-Russian Congress of Communist Organizations of the Peoples 
of the East of 22 November 1919. and others, the annotations of the decisions of 

the congresses and conferences, he decrees of the party Central Committee and the 
Soviet government, the reports and speeches of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev included in 
the book provide a clear notion of the titanic activities carried out by our party 
to create and strengthen the material and technical base of the Armed Forces. "No 
one should doubt,” said Comrade L. I. Brezhnev at the 25th CPSU Congress, “that our 
party w'll do everything so that the glorious Soviet Armed Forces in the future will 
possess all of the necessary means for carrying out their responsible mission of 
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guarding the peaceful labor of the Soviet people and being a bulwark of universal 
peace” (p 343), 


There is no need to list all of the subjects touched upon in the book in order to 
convince oneself that we have here a useful work in which the party and state 
documents on military questions are presented in the greatest completeness, The 
documents listed in the bibliographic index and their subject and chronological 
sequence will provide substantial help in thoroughly etudying the questions of 
Soviet military organizational development. The collection, undoubtedly, will re- 
ceive the recognition of a broad group of readers. 


COPYRIGHT: "“Kommunist Voorushennykh $11", 1980 
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BOOK REVIEW: CHINA'S EXPANSION ON THE SEAS 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 21, Nov 80 signed to press 
22 Oct 80 pp 86-87 


[Review by Rear Adm (Ret) A. Rodionov (posthumous) of the book by Ye. D. Stepanov 
"Ekepansiya Kitaya na More" (Chinese Expansion at Sea), Moscow, Mezhdunarodnyye 
Otnosheniya, 1980, 160 pages, price 60 kopecks]) 


[Text] The exacerbation of the international situation at present is largely due to 
the hegemonistic, anti-Soviet course of the Chinese leadership. Within this course 
lie the provocation by Beijing of border territorial disputes and conflicts with 
neighboring countries, and its claims both to the land territories of neighbors and 
to enormous areas of sea. 


The book [reviewed here] recently published by the Mezhdunarodnyye Otnosheniya 
[International Rel. .ions] Izdatel'stvo is devoted to unmasking the expansionistic 
and hegenmonistic ambitions of China. The book examines the serious conflict situa- 
tions inspired by the Beijing leadership in the seas adjacent to China, its claims 
to sovereignty of the open sea, and other questions. 


The book opens with a section which describes the physical geographic characteris- 
tics of the Yellow, East China and South China seas which are the prime objectives 
of the hegemonistic aspirations of China, as well as their economic significance. 
These seas which are part of the basin of the Western Pacific also wash the shores 
of Korea, Japan, Vietnam, the Philippines, Thailend. ‘nd  sesia and Malaysia, and 
have long been of great economic significance for the population of these countries. 
Here also are major ports of the world which are importer: trade, industrial and 
political centers, including Daliang (Dal'niy), Tianjin, Quingdao, Nagasaki, 
Shanghai, Xianggang (Hong Kong), Haiphong, Ho Chi Minh City, Manila and others. 

The role of the Yellow, East China and South China seas .n the economy of the lit- 
toral countries, the monograph points out, in the future will grow immeasurably be- 
cause on their continental shelf potantial oil-bearing zones have been discovered, 
and their actual reserves of oil and gas have not been fully determined. 


A solid explanation of the importance of these seas for the Southeast Asian states 
has mage it possible for the author, on the basis of numerous historical documents, 
to then not only trace the process of the establishing of the sea limits of China, 
but also to unmask the political view of the Beijing leadership which subsequently 
has been termed “sinocentrism." In relying on this “concept,” Beijing not only is 
endeavoring to legally establish that the over 200 islands, reefs and shoals which 











comprise the island groups of the South China Sea are Chinese, but aleo are carry~ 
ing out outright annexation of foreign lands. A typical example of the actions of 
the Beijing leadership on the boundaries with neighboring countries in which it has 
made territorial claims could be the Paracel conflict in January 1974 which wae pre- 
pared for and carried out by the Chinese side. As a result of this conflict, the 
entire group of Paracel lelands came under actual control of the Chinese army. The 
actions of China evoked a sharply negative reaction among the Southeast Asian 
countries. But in contrast to the rigid and uncompromising position of China on 
the question of the possession of the islands, all the remaining countries claiming 
the islands of the South China Sea at different times expressed readiness to dis- 
cuss this question and to attempt to find a way to settle it by talke. 





Such @ position of Beijing on this question has become possible due to the fact that 
the imperialist powers, and above all the United States, in pursuing their "own 
interests” in Asia, by their own actions help Chinese hegemoniam to destabilize the 
situation in this area, and it creates conditions under which it is easier and sim- 
pler to set the Asian states against each other and turn local conflicts into a com- 
ponent part of the American hegemonistic policy. As was emphasized during the last 
meeting of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev and Comrade Yu. Teedenbal in the Crimea, “the 

U.S. imperialists and the Chinese hegemonists, each in their own way, have seriously 
poisoned international relations on the continent and are endeavoring to maintain 
and exacerbate the conflict situation.” 


The author, in tracing in detail the "Chinese strategy of moving south at sea,” has 
pointed out that the Beijing hegemonists, in endeavoring to realize all their ter- 
ritorial claims in the sone of the South China Sea, in August 1977, conducted pro- 
vocative naval maneuvers in the region of the Spratly Islands. More than 40 fight- 
ing ships and naval aviation participated in them. The Chinese press described 
them as “one of the measures for accelerating the pace of revolutionizing and modern- 
izing the navy." In actuality, the “interest" of China both in the Paracel Islands 
and the Spratly Islands, as the monograph shows, can be explained by the possible 
presence of oil there, but chiefly by their strategic position making it possible 
for the state in control of them to completely monitor intra-Asian navigation, the 
navigation between the Pacific and Indian oceans, as well as 411 commercial fishing 
operations in this region. 


The book also contains convincing material showing that China's desire to get a hold 
on the islands in the Yellow, East China and South China seas is not the end to its 
true “maritime” appetites. Beijing is presently endeavoring to establish its 
sovereignty over all the waters of these seas. It has also made claims on the 
monopolistic control of the entire continental shelf of the seas around China, and 
to the role of arbitor over the question of which of the littoral countries can 

gain access to the exploitation of the shelf resources beyond the territorial 
waters, and which not. This is nothing else but an attempt at an expansionistic and 
hegemonistic approach to this important problem with many of the coastal states be- 
ing interested in a correct solution to it. 


The monograph solidly refutes the diverse fabrications of the Beijing hegemonists 
in establishing their illegal maritime claims. Often their “arguments” merely come 
down to groundless statements such as “this or that always belonged and does belong 
to China.” Thus, in “justifying” the fact that the islands of the South China Sea 
belong to China, the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affirg on 20 January 1974 gave the 
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following “proof”: "“Thie ie an indisputable fact, All Chinese adhere to such a 
position.” Such a line of argument is designed to fan the nationalistic feelings 
of the population, and reflects the desire of the Beijing leadership to gain con- 
trol over both extensive regions rich in energy raw materiale, as well ae advantage- 
ous strategic positions so as to impose ite will on the countries and peoples of 
Southeast and East Asia. 


It is an indieputable fact that the presently existing disputed problems on the 
Yellow, South China and East China seas can and should be settled. And the only way 
to thie is to carry out the provisions of the UN Charter on settling disputes by 
peaceful means. The author pointe out that in words the PRC government has repeat- 
edly declared that it would adhere to the principles of the peaceful resolution to 
international disputes. However, in practice it prefers to resort to force or to 
threats of force. Unfortunately, the author, in examining the expansionistic policy 
of China at sea, has not said a word about the navy as an instrument of this policy. 
And at the same time, over the last 10 years, the Chinese Navy has doubled in size, 
and, according to the estimate of Western specialists, is capable of having a seri- 
ous impact on the lines of communications in the waters of the Far East and South- 
east Asia. Also its capability for landing amphibious forces is not emall. 


As a whole the author has carried out significant and useful research. Due to the 
rich factual material and to the profound analysis, the monograph makes it possible 
to see that Beijing policy in Southeast and East Asia is based upon hegemonistic 
and expansionistic drives which comprise a serious threat to the peace and security 
of peoples. The book has been written in a popular style, without abusing special 
terminology, and, undoubtedly, will serve as a good aid in agitation and propaganda. 


COPYRIGHT: "“Kommunist Vooruzhennykh $11", 1980 
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MILITARY DISTRICTS AND FLEETS: ACTIVITIES REVIEWED 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 21, Nov 80 signed to press 
22 Oct 80 pp 93-96 


[Activity reports published under the heading "In the Districts and Fleets") 
(Text) Meeting of Chiefs of Political Organizations 


The Political Directorate of the Red Banner Turkestan Military District, the non- 
staff correspondent of this magazine, Lt Col T. Malakhov, reports, held a meeting 
of the chiefs of the political sections. Lt Gen V. Rodin, the chief of the district 
political directorate and member of the military council, gave a report on the 
measures to further strengthen the organizational and ideological-indoctrinational 
activities of the political bodies and party organizations to prepare for the 26th 
CPSU Congress. 


The meeting participants gave great attention to raising the role of the command 
and political leadership in organizing the socialist competition devoted to worthily 
greeting the 26th CPSU Congress. 


Thoroughly examined were the next tasks of the political bodies in further improving 
military and political training, maintaining military discipline and improving per- 
sonnel work. Giving reports on these questions were the deputy chief of the politi- 
cal directorate, Col M. Kazakov, and the chief of the propaganda and agitation sec- 
tion, the deputy chief of the district political directorate, Col D. Budanov. 


Capt lst Rank A. Shpakovskiy, the chief of section for party and Komsomol records of 
the Main Political Directorate of the Soviet Army and Navy, spoke on the questions 
of making up and reviewing the files on party admission, the issuing of party docu- 
ments and accounting for the communists. 


Party Activists are Studying 


The Political Section of the Order of Lenin Odessa Higher Artillery Command School 
imeni M. V. Frunze conducted a seminar for the party organization secretaries. The 
chief of the political section, Col P. Solodilin, save a report on the results of 
the report-election party meetings and the tasks o: the party aktiv to turn the 
primary party organizations into true centers of daily ideological indoctrination 
activities. 
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The party aktiv, Le Col S, Kravchenko reported, received information on the carry- 
ing out of the plan to implement the critical commente and proposals of the commu- 
nists voiced during the course of the previous report-election campaign. 


The seminar participants analyzed the course of the meetings, they brought out 
shortcomings, and defined the tasks of the party organizations in the area of im- 
proving ideological-theoretical training of the communists in light of the recom- 
mendations of the conference of the command and political leadership of the Army 
and Navy, and developing the socialist competition in honor of the forthcoming 26th 
CPSU Congress. 


In the Central Group of Forces 


Assembly of cultural and educational workere, The political directorate of the 
group of forces conducted a training and pedagogical assembly for the chiefs of the 
garrison officer clubs, the senior instructors of the political bodies for mass cul- 
tural work, the club chiefs and the library heads. 


The assembly participants discussed the report of the chief of the propaganda and 
agitation section and deputy chief of the political directorate, Col Ye. Krasnikov, 
on the state of work of the cultural and educational institutions in the area of 
carrying out the requirements of the Decree of the CPSU Central Committee "On Fur- 
ther Improving Ideological and Political Indoctrination Work," the demands of the 
conference of the command and political leadership of the Army and Navy, and the 
tasks of improving this work during the period of preparing for the 26th CPSU Con- 
gress. 


The cultural and educational workers also heard reports and lectures on the foreign 
policy activities of the party at the present stage, and on the work of the cultural 
and educational institutions in propagandizing Lenin's ideological and theoretical 
heritage, the culture of developed socialism and its role in shaping the spiritual 
appearance of the Soviet soldier. 


Col V. Trynka, the deputy chief of the Cultural Section of the Main Political Di- 
rectorate of the Czechoslovak People's Army [CNA] described the experience of the 
CNA cultural and educational institutions. 


Then instructional and procedural exercises were -- va using technical propaganda 
devices in the various forms of mass political work. Lt Gen M. Goglev, member of 
the military council and chief of the political directorate of the group of forces, 
also spoke to the participants of the assembly. 


On the lines where the hero veterans fought. The Red Banner Guards Tank Regiment 
was in divisional tactical exercises when the 36th anniverary of the presenting of 
its Order of the Red Banner was celebrated. On the basis of the historic log of the 
unit, the party and Komsomol activists prepared information on the actions of the 
frontline troops during those memorable days of 1944. The Komsomol activists Guards 
Capt V. Kolodkov, Guards Lt V. Bessarabov, Guards Sgt Sh. Aminov, Guards Pvt M. 
Kalychev, and others under field conditions spoke to the personnel using these 
materials. 
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Speaking in one of the tank companies was the secretary of the battalion Komsomol 
bureau Guards WO ["praporshchik"] V, Rudnitekiy. He supplemented his story about 


the combat deeds of the veteran fellow servicemen by facts from the history of his 
family. His grandfather also took an active part in the battles in these areas, 
and died the death of a hero in the battle to liberate Czechoslovakia from Nazi 
occupation. The Komsomol secretary urged the men to strengthen the friendship en- 
gendered in the joint battles and the military cooperation of the men of the group 
of forces and the men of the CNA, The following speakers Guards Sgt Yu, Priyma- 
chenko and the Komsomol group organizer Pvt D. Veliashvili, on behalf of the young 
servicemen, assured them that the tank company would carry out all combat training 
missions with an excellent evaluation, and that this would be their contribution to 
properly celebrating the 26th CPSU Congress. The guardsmen kept their word. In 
the tactical exercises they acted as if in real combat, and merited the high praise 
of the senior chief. 


"In the Gottwaldov Manner." The men of the Milovitskiy Garrison were very inter- 
ested in the displays of the exhibit "In the Gottwaldov Manner." Located at the 
officer club of the group of forces, the exhibit described the successes of the 
"Svit" people's enterprise from the city of Gottwaldov during the years of socialist 
construction in the CSSR. The footwear manufactured at this enterprise with the 
"Zebo" emblem is in great demand on the world market and is willingly purchased in 
the Soviet Union, where 30 percent of the produced amount of footwear is exported. 
The collective of this combine maintains close ties with the Moscow Burevestnik 
enterprise and the Leningrad Skorokhod enterprise. Delegations from the Soviet 
Union and servicemen from the Central Group of Forces are frequent guests in its 
shops. 


For the opening of the exhibit the servicemen were visited by the head of the propa- 
ganda and agitation section of the party committee at the "Svit" enterprise, Rudolf 
Valo, the chairman of the local trade union committee, Zdenka Janotova, and the 
secretary of the plant committee of the Union of Czechoslovak-Soviet Friendship, 
Irzi Prohotska. 


This information has been sent to the editors by the non-staff correspondent of this 
magazine, Col A. Solodukhin. 


Library Workers Exchange Experience 


In the Group of Soviet Forces in Germany [GSVG], writes the non-staff correspondent 
of this journal, Lt Col D. Isachenko, a training procedural assembly has been held 
for the heads of the libraries of the officer clubs and the clubs of the troop units. 
Col M. Denisenko, the chief of the propaganda and agitation department and deputy 
chief of the political directorate, spoke on the state and measures for improving 
library work in the troops of the group in light of the requirements of the Decree 
of the CPSU Central Committee "On Further Improving Ideological and Political In- 
doctrination Work" and the recommendations of the conference of command and politi- 
cal leadership of the Army and Navy. 


The library workers exchanged experience in propagandizing Lenin's ideological and 
theoretical heritage, the developing of high communist conviction and political 
vigilance in the men, and providing help to the personnel in military and political 
training. 
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The participants of the meeting heard lectures on the foreign political activities 
of the party, the propagandizing of literature devoted to the 26th CPSU Congress, 
and urgent questions of library work. Speaking to them were lecturers from the 
Propaganda and Agitation Section of the GSVG Political Directorate A. Kompaniyets 
and A, Gritsayenko, the writer B. Dzhimbinov, and the head librarian of the Library 
of the Central Club of  -he Soviet Army imeni M. V. Frunze, V. Zelentsova. 





Thanks from the Commander-in-Chief 


In the course of tactical exercises, the tank company commanded by Sr Lt A. Mikhne- 
vich distinguished itself. In an organized and prompt manner it carried out a march 
to the designated area, and successfully implemented the tasks confronting it in 
offensive combat. Great preparatory work contributed to this. Upon the initiative 
of the communists and Komsomol members, experience was exchanged in the subunit on 
actions in field exercises of the drivers and tank commanders. Speaking to them 
were servicemen who had participated previously in similar exercises. Similar 
drills were conducted with other crew members. 


Particular attention was paid co the precise execution of functional duties by each 
man on the march, on the offensive and defensive, as well as the observing of the 
camouflage rules and safety measures in the exercises. 


The careful preparation of the tank troops for the field exercise contributed to the 
achieving of high results. 


In summing up the results of the exercises, stated the non-staff correspondent of 
this journal, Lt Col Ye. Kislov, in a letter, the senior chief commented on the 
confident and precise actions of the men. The company was awarded first place in 
the precongress competition. Soon thereafter on the radio antenna of the subunit 
commander's combat vehicle there was flying a bright pennant, the rotating pennant 
of the winner, and express leaflets and combat leaflets devoted to the outstanding 
men had been issued to the tank troops. ) 


The Commander-in-Chief of the Ground Forces and USSR Deputy Minister of Defense, 
Gen Arm I. G. Pavlovskiy who was present at the exercises, commended the outstanding 
men. 


A Meeting of the Representatives of Three Genera..ions 


In one of the subunits of the Rostov Garrison, a meeting was held between che rep- 
resentatives of three generations. Speaking to the signal troops was the member 
of the CPSU since 1919, Col (Ret) M. Ye. Zotov, who had ut and spoke with V. I. 
Lenin. While an officer candidate in the First Joint School imeni the VTsIK [All- 
Russian Central Executive Committee], he had guarded the apartment of the revolu- 
tion's leader. 


Lt Gen (Ret) D. I. Ryabyshev spoke about the harsh complete adversity of his youth 
and about how the communists opened his eyes, as an illiterate soldier in the 
Tsarist Army, and showed the correct path of life and struggle. 


Hero of the Soviet Union, Mariya Yefimovna Novikova, a grinding operator in the 
machine assembly shop of Rostsel'mash [Rostov Agricultural Machinery Plant], told 
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about her happy fate. She was born in the small Belorussian village of Vakhan' 
which is in the Mogilev area. There were six children in the family. Soon they 
were left without father and mother. Soviet power clothed, shod and warmed the 
brothers and sisters and led them to the highway of life. 


Mariya Yefimovna has worked almost a quarter of a century at Rostsel'mash. For her 
shock labor she was awarded the high title of Hero of Socialist Labor. The workers 
of Pervomayskiy Rayon in the city of Rostov-na-Bonu have paid her a great tribute, 
electing her their deputy to the rayon soviet. 


"I have been very fortunate in life," stated Mariya Yefimovna. "Along with other 
delegates fron the Don I represented the large army of communists from Rostovskaya 
Oblast at the 25th CPSU Congress." 


Maj N. Mel'nichuk replied on behalf of the men of the subunit, and the Komsomol 
member Pfc Vladimir Pirozhenko also spoke. He told the guests how he and his fellow 
servicemen are preparing to celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress by new successes in 
military and political training. 


The meeting of the representatives of three generations developed into a vivid dem- 
onstration of affection and gratitude for the Leninist party, the militant vanguard 
of the Soviet people, the leader and inspirer of all our victories. 


A Scientific and Practical Conference 


At the Tallinn Higher Military-Political Construction School, a scientific and prac- 
tical conference was held which discussed the question of a comprehensive approach 
to ideological indoctrination for the officer candidates in light of the present re- 
quirements of the CPSU Central Committee to strengthen the indoctrinational role of 
the Soviet Armed Forces. The chief of the school political section Col V. Romanov- 
skiy, gave a report. 


As Col D. Ostrolutskiy reported in a letter, Lt Cols G. Sokolov, Yu. Isayev and 
A. Kirillov, Maj A. Lebedev and others took an active part in discussing the report. 


The results of the work of the conference were summed up by the chief of the school, 
Maj Gen V. Gnezdilov. 


Traditions are Multiplying 


The party organizer of the rifle company, Guards Sr Sgt A. Serebrennikov, in the 
battles on the Kursk Salient showed exceptional courage, tenacity and heroism in 
repelling the strong and fierce attacks of the enemy tanks and infantry. At the 
peak of the fierce engagement, he assumed command of the platoon an until the end, 
driving off enemy attacks, held the position. He was wounded twice, but did not 
leave the field. An enemy bullet cut short the life of the hero communist. The 
motherland had high praise for the combat accomplishments of the guardsman. He 
was awarded the title of Hero of the Soviet Union. 


Every man in the unit, writes the non-staff correspondent of this journal, Lt Col 
V. Zayats, knows about this feat and from the frontline veterans learns tenacity 
and the ability to find the correct solution in a difficult situation. 


130 





In the unit they organize meetings with former servicemen from the unit, with par- 
ticipants of the Great Patriotic War, and prominent persons of the nation. Not 

long ago the unit was visited by the Hero of the Soviet Union, Maj Gen (Ret) Georgiy 
Vasil'yevich Ivanov. He told the men about the feats of other frontline veterans, 
he was present in exercises, and showed an interest in the affairs of the personnel. 


The men had something to report to the veteran. Literally several hours before this 
meeting, the subordinates of Lt Col Ye. Mel'nikov had carried out one of the complex 
exercises in driving combat vehicles. In the exercises, Sr Sgt V. Oyovich, Jr Sgt 
I, Gigola, Pvts N. Bondarev and A. Marchenko, and many others distinguished them- 
selves. The guest was truly convinced that the traditions of the hero veterans are 
alive and are being added to by the sons and grandsons of those who forged the vic- 
tory over the hated enemy. 


Encouragement of Innovators 


In the guards order-bearing unit X great attention is given to creating training 
facilities and further improving them. Here the fleet of combat vehicles, the tech- 
nical and gunnery classrooms are well equipped, and working diagrams and models have 
been created. A noticeable contribution to this has been made by Officers N. Yevdo- 
kimov, S. Ledovskiy and I. Shmygolya. They are constantly searching, and are en- 
deavoring to increase the intensity and quality of the training process, as well as 
the servicing of the military equipment and weapons. 


The creative labor of the innovators has helped the personnel of th subunits to 
carry out their missions well, and to achieve high indicators in military and polit- 
ical training. 


Recently, as was stated by the non-staff correspondent of this journal, Col G. 
Buynovskiy, this unit was visited by the commander of the Red Banner Carpathian 
Military District, Col Gen V. Belikov. Having become acquainted with the combat 
training of the guardsmen and the life of the personnel, he commented on the pre- 
cise organization of the training process and the great contribution of the men to 
the development of the training facilities. 


The commander of the district commended the men for the initiative and creativity in 
developing and upgrading the training facilities, and presented valuable gifts to 
a group of officers, warrant officers, sergeants arn. ovidiers. 


Guests of the Sailors 


The minesweeper "Yevgeniy Nikonov" successfully carries ovt combat training missions. 
The crew is fully determined to reach new heights in the socialist competition to 
properly celebrate the 26th Party Congress and to bring their ship up among the 
leaders. The crew is proud of the fact that it serves on a minesweeper bearing the 
name of the Hero of the Soviet Union Yevgeniy Nikonov. 


Pioneers from one of the city schools, as the non-staff correspondent of this maga- 
zine, Capt 2d Rank V. Gorokhov, writes, paid a visit to the crew. The children were 
interested in the history of the ship and the life and combat training of the sail- 
ors. They will long remember the story about the heroic feat of Yevgeniy Nikonov 
which he committed in a battle near the city of Tallinn, While on reconnaissance, 
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the Baltic sailor was severely wounded and captured while unconscious. The Nazis 
endeavored by every method to obtain information from the sailor about our forces. 
But he remained loyal to the military oath until the last beat of his heart. 


By an ukase of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet, Yevgeniy Nikonov was award- 
ed the title of Hero of the Soviet Union. He has been entered in perpetuity on the 
rolls of the personnel of one of the training subunits of the Twice Red Banner Bal- 
tic Fleet. 


Help for Young Officers 


In unit X, constant attention is paid to increasing tie pedagogical skills of the 
young artillery officers. This question, the non-steff correspondent of this journal, 
Col G. Safonov, informs us, was examined at a party weeting. In carrying out its 
decision, the officers, communists A. Sidorov and V. Kolykhanov, share their know- 
ledge and experience in preparing for exercises with the young commanders. Such 
help aids the young officers in learning how to rely on the sergeants and improves 
the effectiveness of their exercises with the men. 


In Brief 


--In the Komsomol organization which is headed by Lt V. Chirkov, a Lenin Lesson was 
given on the subject “The Speech of Lenin ‘The Tasks of the Youth Unions'." Maj I. 
Kolotilo gave a report. 


--At the Sverdlovsk Higher Military-Political Tank-Artillery School, a scientific 
and practical conference was held with the third-year officer candidates on the sub- 
ject “The Implementation of a Comprehensive Approach to Solving the Problems of the 
Political, Military, Moral and Legal Indoctrination of the Personnel by the Deputy 
Subunit Commander for Political Affairs." 


COPYRIGHT: "Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1980 
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